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A Good Day for Historic Preservation  

split up. The Mission Revival Style build-

ing is eligible for listing on the State His-

toric Registry and the National Register of 

Historic Places.     

PAC*SJ Board Members met with City 

Staff and representatives from Habitat for 

Humanity-East Bay/Silicon Valley at 1 pm 

in front of the City Hall Rotunda on Feb. 

4th. At that time, PAC*SJ presented a 

$10,000 check in seed funding for use in 

bringing the Pallesen back to life, once 

relocated and rehabilitated, to serve as 

affordable living units.        (Cont’d p. 2) 

February 4th was a good day for historic 

preservation in San Jose. PAC*SJ celebrat-

ed a partnership with the City of San Jose 

and Habitat for Humanity. An end result 

is a historic apartment building, the 

Pallesen Apartments, escaping the bull-

dozer while potentially adding affordable 

housing to the city’s rolls. 

The 1910 two-story, four-unit Pallesen 

Apartment Building sits at 8 E. Reed 

Street and is one of the last designs by the 

early 20th century architectural team in 

San Jose, Wolfe & McKenzie, before they  

PAC*SJ’s check is delivered to Habitat  For Humanity at San Jose City Hall. From left, 

Mike Sodergren, Sylvia Carroll, Robert Simonds (Habitat for Humanity), John Mitchell, 

André Luthard, Council Member Raul Peralez, Kevin Elliott (Habitat for Humanity), 

Kim Walesh (SJ Deputy City Manager), and Patt Curia.   (Photo: Gayle Frank) 
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this historic resource. Once the building lands at 4th and Reed 

Streets, it will need a foundation, utility hook-ups, permits, 

inspections and renovation, which will require fundraising. 

PAC*SJ’s donation begins the funding process for this project 

and we urge others to chip in to 

make this affordable housing a re-

ality. 

Habitat for Humanity has com-

mitted to a fifty-five -year deed re-

striction limiting all four potential 

units for sale at affordable prices to 

low income persons. Part of the 

transaction is a covenant that  

          (Cont’d p. 3) 

    A Good Day (Cont’d) 

The Pallesen Apartment Building was 

scheduled to be demolished to make way 

for the 27-story Garden Gate Project but 

the stars aligned at the right time and the 

City of San Jose was swayed to provide a 

parcel of land a few blocks east, for the 

proposed apartment building move. The 

sale of the lot was unanimously ap-

proved that same afternoon by the City 

Council; an eighteen-month Purchase 

Option allowing Habitat for Humanity to 

purchase the property for $1. State law 

allows municipalities to sell property at 

below-market rates to support affordable 

housing.  

The plot of land, at the southwest corner 

of S. 4th and E. Reed Streets, is 5,227 sq. ft. 

while the Pallesen footprint will cover 

2,400 sq. ft. with the façade facing Reed 

Street. 

The developer of the Garden Gate Project, KT Urban, 

agreed to pay for the actual move, preventing the loss of  

 

  Pallesen Apartment Building at 8 E. Reed Street, soon to be moved. 

 

PAC*SJ Board Members from left, 

André Luthard (PAC*SJ Presi-

dent), Walter Soellner, Patt  

Curia, Cindy Atmore, John  

Mitchell and Marilyn Messina, 

hold the $10,000 check to  

Habitat for Humanity. 



Continuity, Spring 2020                  www.preservation.org Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

is published quarterly by the 
 

PRESERVATION ACTION COUNCIL 

OF SAN JOSE 

The opinions expressed by contributors are not 

necessarily those of PAC*SJ. 

Editor: Gayle Frank 

 Please submit your letters and comments to  

info@preservation.org,   408-998-8105 or to 

1650 Senter Rd, San Jose, CA 95112-2599    
 

© 2020  Preservation Action Council  

of San Jose 
 

PAC*SJ is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization  

    A Good Day (Cont’d) 

would revert ownership back to the City if the land is no 

longer majority-owned by an affordable housing non-profit.  

PAC*SJ thanks all those who participated in this outstand-

ing solution: the San Jose Historic Preservation Officer-Juliet 

Arroyo, the San Jose Office of Economic Development, the 

Housing Department, Habitat For Humanity, the San Jose 

City Council, and KT Urban. 

This project to relocate the Pallesen Apartments is an excel-

lent opportunity to support both historic preservation and 

affordable housing. PAC*SJ is pleased to be part of it.   

On Feb. 11th the San Jose City Council pleasantly surprised 

neighbors and preservationists by not approving a pro-

posal to build a 5-story hotel with 120 rooms on the corner 

of the Schiele and Alameda Park subdivisions, a historic 

neighborhood. The Council decision was unanimous in 

denying the proposal at 615/623 Stockton Avenue that 

would alter the residential feel, increase noise and traffic, 

and would not fit in with the neighborhood’s character. In 

addition, the proponents did not reach out to the affected 

residents or City Council members. 

 

The proposed project would have required moving a his-

toric home, razing a vacant, 4,400 square-foot commercial 

building and rezoning the area.   

 

A hundred residents affected by the proposal attended the 

council meeting in force to dispute the development pro-

posal. PAC*SJ Vice President of Advocacy Mike Sodergren 

and PAC*SJ Board Member Sylvia Carroll both testified 

against the proposed project at the city council meeting.  

 

Previously on Jan. 29th, the San Jose Planning Commission 

barely approved the proposed project by a 4-3 vote. Using 

common sense, Commissioners Allen, Ballard and Caballe-

ro opposed the hotel proposal including the rezoning, 

home relocation and demolition of the commercial build-

ing. Commissioners Griswold, Bonilla, Oliverio and Yesney 

voted for the project. 

San Jose City Council Gets It Right 
The neighborhood residents stated in their documents that 

the zoning change request would violate current land use 

policy and ignore the City’s General Plan policies, setting a 

dangerous precedent—allowing a developer’s wishes to 

override City documents and rules. The proposed hotel 

would have impaired the character, utility and integrity of 

the neighborhood and negatively impacted the residents’ 

peace and safety. 

The neighborhood is a candidate to become a historic dis-

trict and the hotel project was completely insensitive to the 

subdivision’s historic charm and character. In addition, pro-

posing to move the historic home to Schiele Avenue was 

incompatible with the present bungalow homes and shows 

a disregard for the neighborhood.   

The Schiele Subdivision, the oldest subdivision in San Jose, 

was established in 1888 and was developed by Charles M. 

Schiele, a San Jose councilman and owner of the Pacific Ho-

tel. Later in the early 1920s, a southeastern portion of his 

parcel was sold to A. W. Maderis who developed the Ala-

meda Park Subdivision. By 1929, most lots on Pershing, 

Harding and Hoover Avenues were filled with modest bun-

galows of various styles such as Craftsman, Mission, Prairie, 

Spanish eclectic and Tudor. 

Both these neighborhoods are seeking designation as a  

historic district 

since most of the 

homes have re-

tained their ar-

chitectural integ-

rity. Home exte-

riors are stucco 

with only five 

wooden homes.  

 

Historic District 

designation will 

honor the stories 

and architecture 

of this unique 

neighborhood. 
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Two Council Approvals Harm Landmarks  

The San Jose City Council may have gotten it right when re-

jecting the Stockton Avenue Hotel project as discussed on 

page 3, but they did not get it right when approving two pro-

posed hotel projects planned adjacent to two of San Jose’s be-

loved landmarks. 
 

Almaden Corner 

Hotel Project 

The Almaden Corner 

Hotel Project is one of 

the projects approved 

by the San Jose City 

Council over objec-

tions from the Hotel 

De Anza, Axis resi-

dents, PAC*SJ and 

concerned citizens. 

The 19-story glass 

tower (pictured right) 

is planned immedi-

ately adjacent to the De Anza on a 0.2-acre lot. The proposed 

tower disrespects the De Anza and is incompatible with the 

landmark’s Art Deco style. It will overwhelm the De Anza next 

door with its height, mass, scale, materials and design. Such 

proximity to the De Anza erases the view of the landmark from 

the west and overpowers the frontal view. This is counter to 

the City Design Guidelines that state, “Building masses should 

not dwarf immediately adjacent historic buildings.” 

PAC*SJ wrote letters and testified several times against the pro-

ject, listing many reasons why the proposed project did not 

belong on the tiny lot so close to the historic Hotel De Anza. 

Other issues brought up by the numerous citizens at the coun-

cil meeting were: lack of parking, traffic congestion, pedestrian 

safety, faulty SEIR, threatened economic viability of the Hotel 

De Anza and negative effects for Axis Condominium residents. 

Montgomery Hotel/Tribute Hotel 

The second hotel project recently approved by the City Council 

is the unwieldy Tribute Hotel (pictured right), a 24-story tower 

looming over the 1911 Montgomery Hotel (now called Four 

Points) with a portion cantilevered over the Montgomery’s  

roof. When this proposal first reached the San Jose Plan-

ning Department, PAC*SJ representatives and some staff 

members laughed at the idea.  We see the same disre-

spectful treatment of a city landmark, with overwhelm-

ing mass, height, and design. The lower portion of the 

proposed hotel tower connects to the landmark, is pri-

marily of glass and allows peeks at the south side of the 

Montgomery but really dominates the 4-story building. 

The Historic Landmarks Commission, the Fairmont Ho-

tel, concerned citizens and some members of the Plan-

ning Commission all agree with PAC*SJ that this project 

is flawed.  

To make matters worse, another proposed project on the 

north side of the Montgomery will construct four 20-

story tower buildings. Renderings show the poor Mont-

gomery completely engulfed between the two projects.  

PAC*SJ again advocated for a more reasonable addition 

or leaving the tiny space next to the Montgomery alone. 

Historic structures need space, air and light to be appreci-

ated, not hidden between gigantic building masses. After 

initial testimony and letters, PAC*SJ appealed the City 

Council’s decision in February, but to no avail. 

PAC*SJ is extremely disappointed that these two massive 

projects have 

been given 

the green 

light by the 

San Jose City 

Council. The 

proposed ho-

tels will nega-

tively affect 

two of our 

city’s treas-

ured land-

marks--a big 

loss for the 

integrity of 

our historic 

fabric in San 

Jose.  

 

 

Montgomery 

Hotel 

Hotel  

De Anza 
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A Master Architect and His San Jose Building 
César Pelli, the designer of the former bank building (Bank 

of California and later Sumitomo Bank) at 170 Park Avenue, 

passed away on July 20, 2019 at the age of 92. He was a 

world famous architect who designed some of the world’s 

most recognizable buildings such as the World Financial 

Center in New York, the Pacific Design Center in Los Ange-

les, the Ronald Reagan National Airport, the U.S. embassy 

in Tokyo, the Adrienne Arsht Center in Miami, the Interna-

tional Finance Centre in Hong Kong, and more locally the 

Salesforce Tower in San Francisco.  

 

Perhaps the most famous of his numerous buildings is the 

Petronas Twin Towers in Malaysia, the tallest building in 

the world from 1998 until 2004. He was particularly known 

for his prolific skyscrapers and experimental use of glass. 

 

Among his prestigious positions, Pelli was selected for the 

dean position of Yale School of Architecture in 1976. He 

won hundreds of architecture awards, including the 1995 

gold medal of the American Institute of Architects, its high-

est honor. 

 

Pelli was born in northern Argentina and studied architec-

ture because it combined his favorite subjects, history and 

art. After working at various architectural firms, in 1968 Pel-

li joined Gruen Associates in Los Angeles. He didn’t open 

his own firm until 1977 at age 50 when he was chosen to 

design the renovation and expansion of the Museum of 

Modern Art in Manhattan.  

 

In the late 1960s, both Mr. Pelli and Mr. Gruen from Gruen 

Associates were invited to 

San Jose when our Redevel-

opment Agency and the City 

were embarking on urban 

renewal projects. The City 

wanted creative designs that 

stood out for their excellence. 

The structure at 170 Park Av-

enue was one of the results. 

 

Can you imagine that San 

Jose has a building designed 

by the renowned César Pelli 

right here on Park Avenue? 

 

Of course, it’s not a skyscrap-

er but it is an excellent  

example of the Brutalist style that was so popular in the 

1960s-1970s. Yet, developers can’t wait to tear it down! 

       

The 47-year old Pelli building is not landmarked by the city 

or listed with the National Trust but it certainly would be 

eligible since it is associated with the renewal phase of San 

Jose’s development. It embodies distinctive characteristics 

of Brutalist and Minimalist Architecture and is the work of 

Master Architect César Pelli. 

       

PAC*SJ President André Luthard has stated, “Having one 

of Pelli’s works in San Jose is important, not only for its as-

sociation with the architect, but also with the period of de-

velopment in San Jose that 

helped shape our downtown 

for a generation or two.” 

 

Preservation Action Council of 

San Jose strives to make sure 

that unique and important ar-

chitectural examples remain for 

future generations to contem-

plate and (hopefully) admire. 

The Pelli Building is one im-

portant example we strongly 

advocate for preserving.  

                  —Gayle Frank 
     

Source: NY Times Obituaries, July 20, 

2019. 

Bank of California ribbon cutting ceremony, April 23, 1973. 

(Photo by Shirlie Montgomery, Courtesy of History San Jose.)                                                                 

170 Park Ave. when served as County Family Court. 
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ON   THE   RADAR 

 

       PAC*SJ is Still Keeping An Eye On— 
    

     ➢Century 21 

    ➢Graves House 

        ➢Winchester Ranch Park 

            ➢Diridon Station Area 

    ➢Wehner Mansion 

New Entries on Historic Inventory 

The San Jose Historic Landmarks Commissioners ap-

proved the addition and modification of the following 

proposed properties on the Historic Resources Invento-

ry (HRI): Commercial signs at nine locations, Dick’s 

Market at 1020 N. 4th Street and the Waldo Residence, a 

Queen Anne built in 1894, at 1023 Bird Avenue. Expect 

more entries to come in March and April. 

W. San Carlos and Buena Vista Avenue Project 

A proposed project on W. San Carlos Street and Buena 

Vista Avenue (1530-1544 W. San Carlos St.) requests 

permission to demolish eight residences that are Candi-

date City Landmarks. The proposed project includes 

two 7-story mixed-use buildings with 173 residential 

units and 20,864 square feet of commercial use. 

The seven, small stucco-clad homes built in a U-shaped 

configuration, ca. 1932, forms a bungalow court with 

three garages at the rear. They are significant because  

1) the homes are built around a central driveway, 2) 

their interesting architecture, and 3) being an intact  

early bungalow court that has not lost its integrity. This 

little microcosm community represents an efficient use 

of land and an early form of affordable housing. Relo-

cation of the homes may be a possibility. 

A larger Craftsman style home sits nearby. The restau-

rant closer to the street displays a neon sign that is in 

disrepair and does not appear to be historic according 

to the historic report. Rezoning the area is pending ap-

proval. Stay tuned for more of the story.   

Block 8 Project, 1st & San Carlos 

Streets  

The proposed 20+-story project with four 

distinct towers located between Market 

and S. 1st Streets at W. San Carlos Street 

will sit across from the St. Claire Building (Original Joe’s) 

and the Cesar Chavez Plaza Park and adjacent to the land-

marked Montgomery Hotel. The project will be comprised 

of  retail and office space but is still in the planning stages. 

PAC*SJ supports development on this site but prefers revis-

ing the design of this project. The design needs to relate to 

all nearby historic buildings including the Montgomery.  

Set-backs and stepped-up elevations are always helpful next 

to and near historic properties. PAC*SJ will monitor this 

early project going forward. Some Historic Landmark Com-

missioners stated that the project needs to respond more 

closely to the historic context. Other comments described 

the project as “monumental, bows outwards, and does not 

appear to be compatible in size and form.” 

Knox-Goodrich Building, 335 S. First St.  

A historic permit application has been submitted for the re-

habilitation and adaptive reuse of the city landmark Knox-

Goodrich Building. A 6-story new building is planned to 

connect to the 1889 Knox-Goodrich that will be used as the 

main lobby and entrance to the new project. Other uses for 

the historic building are being explored and may include a 

historic buildings exhibit. Proposed work to the Knox-

Goodrich will be cleaning and rehabilitating the façade and 

minor modifications to its entrance. 

PAC*SJ generally supports the project and changes since the 

initial proposal. We asked that the existing historic adver-

tisement sign on one of the walls be conserved and be view-

able.    

The Lido Night Club building next door will be demolished 

because it has been greatly altered over the years, even 

though it is very old. PAC*SJ suggests that its early resident, 

the famous O’Brien’s Ice Cream Parlor and Candy Shop, be 

commemorated in the new lobby inside the Knox-Goodrich. 
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Continuity is distributed to over 500 San Jose preservationists, homeowners and decision-makers. It’s a great 

way to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must 

supply camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 
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$200 
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PAC*SJ 2020 Calendar 

Mar 5-7 PAC*SJ’s Famous Garage Sale, 260 S. 13th St. Thurs-Fri, 9 AM-6 PM.  Sat, 9 AM-12 PM.  

To donate or volunteer, email to donations@preservation.org. First sale for year 2020!! 

 Mar  16 Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8:30 PM.  History Park, 2nd Floor Firehouse.* 

Mar 20-21 PAC*SJ Ephemera Sale. Preview for members Mar. 20. General Public March 21.  See 

page 10 for details. 

Apr 20 Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8:30 PM.  History Park, 2nd Floor Firehouse.* 

 Apr 25 Saturday, PAC*SJ Walking Tour of St. James Park, 1st-3rd Streets, St. James, St. John and 

Devine Streets, 10:-00 AM—12:00 PM.  More details on page 8. 

 Notable Quotable  
 

 On Dec. 4th, 2019, in response to a developer stating, “Glass is a neutral material that  

reflects the sky, and also respects nearby buildings.”   

San Jose Historic Landmarks Commissioner Anthony Raynsford responded: 
 

“This is not true. Glass buildings are generally in opposition  

to historic structures.” 

 May 17   Via Calle on E. Santa Clara Street. Visit PAC*SJ at our booth. 

* Check to ensure Board meeting location has not been changed. 

Jun 15 Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8:30 PM.  History Park, 2nd Floor Firehouse.* 

 May 18 Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8:30 PM.  History Park, 2nd Floor Firehouse.* 
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PAC*SJ Board Celebrates Holidays  

In December, the 

PAC*SJ Board met at 

Walter and Sondra 

Soellner’s home for a 

short meeting and pot 

luck. Pictured standing 

from left: Walter Soell-

ner, Mike Sodergren, 

José  De La Cruz, John 

Mitchell, Gayle Frank, 

Cindy Atmore, Marilyn 

Messina, Patt Curia, 

and André Luthard. 

Seated from left:  

Gratia Rankin and 

Sylvia Carroll. 

Meet PAC*SJ New Board Member  
Meet Lynne Stephenson, our newest 

PAC*SJ Board Member. She lives in San 

Jose and has practiced family law for 

forty years. Lynne is interested in fund-

raising, administrative work and con-

tributing to our newsletter, Continuity.   

She has told us that she comes from a 

family who is involved in architecture, 

antiques, genealogy and collectibles. 

Lynne collects glass, ceramics, porcelain 

and sterling silver and appreciates an-

tique furniture and oriental rugs.  

Lynne comes to us with non-profit expe-

rience as fundraiser, Social Director and 

President of the Kiwanis Club of West 

San Jose. Significant revenue was 

brought to the Club from the 5 and 10K 

runs she originated. 

Lynne has also worked on a Saratoga  

She will be retiring soon and hopes to 

dedicate more time to PAC*SJ and the 

San Jose Woman’s Club. 

Lynne believes that history should be 

preserved in order to understand where 

we come from and what Is important. 

She is saddened that San Jose often 

doesn’t get it right even though many 

people are drawn to areas with historical 

buildings and history. The city’s short-

term thinking often excludes considering 

the value of historical resources that con-

tribute to the character of our city. 

Lynne is glad that PAC*SJ exists to help 

educate and advocate for the importance 

of our historic structures and their sto-

ries. She is eager to help carry out the 

PAC*SJ mission. Welcome aboard 

Lynne!    

Parade Committee, was president of 

the Arrowhead Mutual Water Com-

pany in Saratoga, and served on 

various legal committees.  

Lynne Stevenson 
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Preservation Action Council's next huge yard and salvage 

sale is set for March 5-7. We have been  collecting dona-

tions of exciting objects at 260 South 13th St., the site of 

the sale. Tax receipts are available.  

 

As usual, the sale will extend over five houses in historic 

Naglee Park. Our sales specialize in weird, wonderful and 

mundane donations from members and neighbors. Most 

recently we received donations from the estate of Patricia 

Jones, long time PAC*SJ member and respected past San 

Jose Historic Landmarks Commissioner.  

 

Donations include small furniture, housewares, fine  

 PAC*SJ Yard & Salvage Sale Coming! 
crystal and china, mid-century décor and housewares, lin-

ens, original art work, small farm equipment, vintage cloth-

ing, garden art, office equipment and supplies, Oriental 

rugs, luggage, bedding--you name it! 

Our funds are used for education and advocacy for the 

preservation of San Jose’s historic structures and signs. 

Thursday, March 5th and Friday, March 6th sales will be 

held from 9AM till dusk. Saturday March 7th opens at 9AM 

and will close at noon. 

 

Volunteers are needed. Please contact Patt Curia at dona-

tions@preservation.org or call 408.998.8105.   

Above and left, Samples of the vintage Sunset Magazine  

posters for sale mid-March to benefit PAC*SJ.  

The PAC*SJ Ephemera (paper goods) Sale for the general 

public is scheduled for Saturday, March 21st and will in-

clude vintage car magazines, 1990s movie theatre posters, 

and Sunset magazine cover posters. We will have an as-

sortment of local history books to sell, as well.  
    

The Special Preview Sale will take place on Friday, March 

20 from 2 till 6 PM for members of: PAC*SJ, Victorian 

Preservation Association, History San Jose and California 

Pioneers of Santa Clara Valley. Location of sale will be 

announced mid-March. Stay tuned.  

 PAC*SJ to Hold Ephemera Sale Mid-March 

Volunteers 

are needed. 

Please con-

tact Patt  

Curia at  

donations@ 

preservation. 

org or call 

408.998.8105. 
    

mailto:donations@preservation.org
mailto:donations@preservation.org
mailto:donations@preservation.org
mailto:donations@preservation.org
mailto:donations@preservation.org
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In Memoriam  

Thomas Million King 
October 27, 1940 —September 9, 2019 

Tom King, a native Californian, graduated 

from UC Berkeley, served two years in the 

US Army and the entered the teaching pro-

fession. He joined the San Jose Friends 

Meeting, serving on the Library Committee, 

Property Committee and as recording clerk. 

His valuable work preserving archival rec-

ords of the Meeting resulted in transferring 

the older and most valuable papers and 

books to the Quaker Collection of Haver-

ford College in Pennsylvania. 

Tom was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Dis-

ease in the mid-1990s and entered a two-

year drug program to slow the disease at 

the National Institute of Health. His trips to 

Washington D.C. gave him opportunities to 

use the National Archives and the Library 

of Congress. He lived in San Jose, then San-

ta Rosa and moved back to San Jose in 2012. 

Franklin Maggi, of Archives & Architec-

ture, told us that Tom was the coordinator 

of San Jose’s first historic resources survey 

in 1973-74, which is known now as the King 

Survey. He was also an early leader, if not 

among the founders, of Victorian Preserva-

tion Association. 

Bonnie Bamburg, local historian, said she 

worked closely with Tom on the early San 

Jose historical surveys and the Junior 

League historical survey of the county. He 

was also very helpful with researching the 

early Friends Meeting House (Quakers) on 

Stockton Street. She mentioned that Tom 

was a very kind and gentle person who had 

great patience and a heart of gold and, “he 

never had a bad thing to say about any-

one.” 

Tom was a man of many interests, among 

them genealogy, travel, the history of San 

Jose, and the history of Quakers.  

and tenacity sustained him 

through years of physical chal-

lenges. 

A memorial for Tom was held on 

November 9, 2019 at San Jose 

Friends Meeting House.   

He authored several historical arti-

cles, and in 2012, he published his 

first book, “History of San Jose 

Quakers, West Coast Friends.” At 

the time of his death, he was work-

ing on a sequel. His independence  
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Chiaramonte’s Market—Would You Like History With That? 

There is something molto speciale about Chiaramonte’s 

Market, at 609 N. 13th Street (pictured right), in San Jose’s 

Northside neighborhood just a hop and a skip from Back-

esto Park. 

The name certainly stands out as a mouthful.  And the 

gorgeous proscenium arch look of the storefront windows, 

with the wonderful twisted candy-stick decorative col-

umns and mold-cast decorations framing it on the concrete 

façade, set it apart from the average modern San Jose com-

mercial building. 

It was built in 1929 for an Italian immigrant named Salva-

tore Chiaramonte.  That’s pronounced “Chee-air-a mon-

te” by his descendants, who acknowledge back in Sicily it 

would be “Key-air-a-mon-te.”  Salvatore came from Trabia 

in Palermo, Italy, with his family, in 1904, and bought the 

business already on the property, a butcher shop dating 

back to the 1880s.  He made a go of the market he started, 

introduced his own sausage recipe, and after 21 years was 

doing well enough to tear down the smaller storefront he 

purchased and build the bigger one standing there un-

changed since. 

 

Stepping inside, we see the floor of large brick tiles, the 

well worn wooden front door, the antique telephone hang-

ing on a pillar with a row of buttons underneath it that 

worked not too long ago, and a framed 1975 newspaper 

clipping photo of Salvatore’s grandson “Sam” Chiaramon-

te hanging above as if greeting the customers. He was the 

most popular proprietor of them all in his day,  Mean-

while, there are the shelves on the wall full of canned to-

matoes, giardiniera, and olives for sale, the butcher block 

behind the counter is worn down several inches over a 

century into a sort of lopsided concave bowl on top, and 

the 1881 metal rack hanging on the back wall holds a pho-

to above it of Salvatore standing with a worker in front of 

it way back when. Then we notice the ancient 1880 

“Howe” scale with a hook to weigh hanging meat that em-

ployees used to playfully weigh themselves with or the 

cork lined cooling room that used to be chilled by ice in a 

compartment above it. Now the wall of white icebox doors 

have been converted to electric refrigeration. It all makes 

visitors feel like they’ve stepped into a long ago era.  And 

oh, the aroma of decades of deli! 

All along the walls above the shelves, lower now than 

back then because clerks used to take things down for the 

customers, hang large photos of the Chiaramonte family 

over the generations--Salvatore, his wife and many little 

Chiaramonte tots who knew the market from the begin-

ning of their lives to the end.  Next we see a collection of 

old meat slicers, grinders, presses, electric fans, milk 

bottles, and tools only a deli operator would recognize. 

There are even a white confectionery scale from San Jo-

se’s famous O’Brien’s Candies and a red Coca Cola pro-

motional chest given only to people in the trade, all add-

ing to the feeling you have just been swept back a century 

in time.             (Cont’d p. 13) 

By Cindy Atmore 
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 Chiaramonte’s (Cont’d) 

The market was 

built by another 

Salvatore from 

Sicily, possibly 

also from Trabia, 

a contractor 

named Salvatore 

“Sam” De Cola, 

who immigrated 

in 1910, and 

owned a house at 

nearby 511 E. 

Empire Street at 

the time he built 

Chiaramonte’s 

Market. In 1921 

he and his broth-

ers Vincent, 

Mike, and Angelo incorporated, and commenced operat-

ing “The De Cola Bros Milling Company,” a 40 barrel flour 

mill located at 540 E. Empire Street with $100,000 in stock.  

In 1925 and 1926 Sam De Cola registered patents for a wa-

ter closet and stair building.  He built many homes 

and commercial buildings in the neighborhood. 

   

What’s so speciale about Chiaramonte’s is, 111 years 

later, you can go in and watch Adrian Fernandez, 

28, Salvatore’s third-great-grandson who bears a 

striking resemblance to him especially around the 

dark eyebrows, making the same sausage, onion, 

and pepper sandwiches that had tradesemen’s and 

neighbors’ stomachs growling as they placed their 

orders in the market a century ago.  Almost a centu-

ry of mayors, movers and shakers, and locals have 

come through that door, crossed those red floor tiles 

and passed the time with one of six generations of 

the same family in the same building in the same 

spot in San Jose.  Nowadays, Mayor Sam Liccardo, 

philanthropist John Sobrato, Sr., homicide detec-

tives and ordinary police officers, and plenty of oth-

er civic leaders can be found making themselves at 

home at the oval table in the market, enjoying lunch 

with a side of atmospheric old San Jose.  

The market with its chilled glass deli counter case 

full of long spirals of the proprietary sausages, 

made in mild, garlic, hot, and extra hot varieties,  

along with real Spanish chorizo, and a full menu of other 

hot and cold sandwiches and sides, is owned today by 

Salvatore’s only great-grandson, Lou Chiaramonte, Sr., a 

former electrical engineer and instructor who delights in 

his family history, with good reason. The Chiaramontes 

have a family history as amazing as the longevity of their 

family market, where Lou lived for the first few years of 

his life in the full sized house on the second floor, above 

the shop. 

The family is part Italian with Norman roots, part Spanish 

from Andalusia, with the Chiaramonte name coming from 

the French city “Clermont” meaning “white mountain,” 

where the first crusade was decided upon.  The  

French Clermonts included the Count of Cupertino, for 

which we have a local namesake city.  The Chiaramontes 

in the 1300s were the most powerful and wealthy noble 

family in Sicily, with their own Palazzo Chiaramonte, a 

patchwork of feudal territories, baronies, and fiefs all over 

Sicily, and about a hundred other castles.  In Italy they are 

on the historic preservation map with a name for their ar-

chitectural style of sweeping arches and           (Cont’d p. 15) 

 

Lou Chiaramonte in front of his store.   

Sixth generation Chiaramonte family member, Adrian  

Fernandez, 28, making a sausage sandwich.  
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History San Jose 

Coming Events  

Exhibit: March 5-June 28, 2020 

Her Side of the Story:  

Tales of California Pioneer Women 
 

Arbuckle Gallery at the Pacific Hotel 

Monday-Sunday; 11:00am-4:30pm 

 

Book Talk: March 14, 1:00 pm  

Linda Ulleseit will discuss her 

book Under the Almond Trees that  

profiles three of her ancestors who 

were Northern California women. 
 

Empire Firehouse, History Park 

$5 General Admission;  

Free to HSJ members 

Tickets & Registration Online 

Women's Rights in California—

Saturday March 28th, 1-2 pm 
Portraits of the Past (POP) will present 

educational, historically accurate, and 

amusing vignettes in period costumes 

about the history of women’s rights in 

California, featuring a cast of charac-

ters from the early Spanish-American 

period through World War II.  
 

Renzel Room, History Park 

$5 General Admission 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016woXO6-PX1zHDnuFvorHyzxBboLWp-m1jAdMhhgYwq1eIWRctofJ79Iv3M0yvLxT_q4crvDe6icZ5e8flDt71lLjZDvgwgWz5R5EiLvlnG360GDoIETptLgV7Bfxkh0OVQOnlOcKUHkIvc6NyF4bl49JjCJaKfYpogiWehprP_8=&c=UdkkQWOkFcFWPIE2TgLFmgqTFhYNxzAcVYOs5csGCc5umtVx2gx1I
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016woXO6-PX1zHDnuFvorHyzxBboLWp-m1jAdMhhgYwq1eIWRctofJ79Iv3M0yvLxTtJIbnXj537HzGBL7kENaela6a5DovCh0ieYg74pVMmsYtenZ4irBt_6fHKoqEiyxKzUdD4PtXMq802lkt4WFv1k8k48rXEru&c=UdkkQWOkFcFWPIE2TgLFmgqTFhYNxzAcVYOs5csGCc5umtVx2gx1IQ==&ch=hTjF8
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Munoz, 

worked for 

Sarah Win-

chester of 

Winchester 

House fame, 

planting her 

prune orchard  

Lou’s father worked at the Hendy Iron Works, building 

steam engines for the famous Liberty Ships. Lou’s son, Lou 

Chiaramonte, Jr., who has a hand in running the market as 

well now, has a career as an archaeologist. And despite hav-

ing their own family delicatessen, Lou fondly recalls going 

with his mother and sister on the San Jose City streetcar cir-

cuit that circled around downtown, stopping at Woolworth’s 

counter for BLT sandwiches they would carefully cut into 

quarters to savor, a quintessential San Jose experience. 

Amazingly, giants such as the Hendy Iron Works and Wool-

worth’s are no more, but the good sausage-making Chiara-

monte’s Market family of N. 13th Street is still serving locals 

a heaping helping of conservazione storica with their deliziosa 

fare.      

Chiaramonte’s (Cont’d) 

graceful, two-light windows—“Chiaramonte Gothic.” 

At one time, North 13th Street was once the highway from 

Oakland to San Jose, with Luna Park, a baseball field fea-

turing the Bay Area’s first professional team, “The Prune 

Pickers,” and an amusement park. It later became Backesto 

Park in 1920, dedicated to the late Dr. John Perrie Backesto 

thanks to a donation given by his widow to honor him. 

Before all that, Lou Chiaramonte notes, Backesto Park was 

the location of a cattle pen from which cowboys would 

drive cattle down 13th Street to Berryessa Road to the San 

Jose Meat Company. Across from the market then, he 

notes, was a feedlot, with the feed brought by train, where 

boys would climb into the silo. Back then the Spreckles 

company grew sugar-beets in Manteca, some of which end-

ed up as cattle feed, so the Chiaramonte Market was the 

first shop in the area to have “Choice” cattle, which was 

unusually fatty due to their diet. “Grandpa couldn’t sell it,” 

Lou Chiaramonte recalls.   

Life wasn’t all sausage and market tending for the numer-

ous members of the Chiaramonte family in the area.  Along 

the way, the family integrated into the greater community 

and its history. Lou’s Andalusian grandfather, Juan  

Inside the Chiaramonte Market and Deli. (Photos: Cindy Atmore) 
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Here is the next San Jose Landmark from the 

City list. Check previous Continuity issues for 

earlier landmark descriptions on our website. 

HL92-81;  Roberto Adobe & Suñol 

House, 770 Lincoln Avenue  
   

The story of the 185 year old Roberto-Suñol  

Adobe precedes its creation. The indigenous  

people known as the Tamien lived for thousands 

of years in what was later called Willow Glen.  

   

In 1775-1776 Spaniard Captain Juan Bautista de 

Anza led a settlement expedition that resulted in 

the founding of Pueblo San José de Guadalupe. 

San Jose was the first civil settlement in Califor-

nia, and would later be California’s first state 

Capital.  

Mission Santa Clara was founded in 1777, and 

what became Willow Glen was part of the mis-

sion lands, used primarily for grazing sheep and used some-

what for raising pigs.  
 

A Native American named Roberto Balermino was born  

ca. 1782 and grew up on this part of the valley in a rancheria 

called San Juan Bautista, where the Guadalupe and Los Gatos 

Rivers came together in Willow Glen. His father was a captain 

of the ranch workers. Roberto Balermino married twice, had 

children, and was a cook. He probably served food to the 

small army of Indian workers at his rancheria.  

Exploring San Jose’s City Landmarks   

Around 1836, Roberto Balermino built the Roberto Adobe, 

which still stands today. He petitioned the Mexican governor 

for a land grant called Rancho de los Coches (Ranch of the 

Pigs).  He was granted the 2,219 acres in 1844. On this rancho 

he raised cattle, pigs, and sheep. He had a fenced-in orchard 

and garden. He, his wife and two children worked outside 

the adobe and slept in the space above the ceiling at night. 
   

By 1844, Spaniard Antonio Maria Suñol was living upon Ran-

cho de los Coches with his wife Maria Dolores Bernal and 

their children. Suñol was among the more educat-

ed citizens of San Jose, having been schooled in 

France, and helped Roberto Balermino with his 

petitions and business affairs. In 1847, Sunol ac-

quired Rancho de los Coches, and built a field-fired 

brick house adjoining the Roberto Adobe. It was 

the first brick house to be completed in Alta Cali-

fornia. At this residence, which still exists on the 

historic site, Suñol entertained members of the first 

California Legislature. Suñol allowed the 

Balermino family to live out their days in their 

home. 
   

In 1853, a Dalmatian sea captain named Stefano 

Splivalo purchased the Suñol home, and the sur-

rounding ranch. Splivalo added a second story and 

encased the brick walls in wood siding. He added 

three rooms to the back of the house around 1870.  

This is how the home looks today.          (Cont’d p. 17) 

The Roberto Adobe ca. 1836 with horno for cooking. Below Suñol House. 
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The home passed through many owners until 1906 

when the Basuini family purchased it. Basuini de-

scendants inhabited the house until 1966 but it stood 

vacant for seven years until 1973 when it was sold to 

John Bruzzone Sr. The Bruzzone family owned the 

land behind the adobe site that included the Pied Pip-

er Exterminator Company and later Western Roofing 

Supply.  

In 1973, John Bruzzone Sr. first laid eyes on the adobe 

and Splivalo’s home, which carried the name “Laura 

Ville.” Bruzzone wanted the property so that he 

would have truck access directly to Lincoln Avenue. 

He planned to demolish the buildings and erect mod-

ern offices. However, Bruzzone fell in love with the 

historic structures when he learned of their signifi-

cance. He was particularly impressed that San Joseans 

petitioned the State of California and the City of San 

Jose to re-route Highway 280 in order to spare the 

buildings from a wrecking ball in 1966. Bruzzone de-

cided not only to save the two structures, but to re-

store them to their former glory.  

Bruzzone simply knocked on architect Gil Sanchez’ front 

door and said, “Are you Gil Sanchez?  I am John Bruzzone.   

I read you are rebuilding the Peralta Adobe. Do you want to 

rebuild my adobe?” Sanchez jumped at the opportunity. 

Spending three years and $300,000 in re-construction, Bruz-

zone successfully achieved his goal, the result being part-

restoration and part-adaptive-reuse.1 Sanchez guided the  

City Landmarks  (Cont’d) 

project to reinforce the Roberto Adobe and the Suñol-Splivalo 

House. They lifted the second story off the Splivalo House,  

used concrete and steel to strengthen the building, and placed 

the second story back down on the first story. Rebar, bracing 

and sheer panels were added to the adobe, hidden within its 

walls and attic area. Numerous specialized craftspeople were 

brought in to make sure the historic fabric was saved or repli-

cated. Other than adding modern bathrooms and a kitchen-

ette (which were designed to look pre-1970s), all choices were 

driven by Bruzzone’s desire to return to an 1840-1870 context. 

Bruzzone sponsored public tours throughout 

1977. Then the property was rented to attorney 

Richard Arzino until 2012. 

 

After John Sr. and Julia Bruzzone passed away, 

their three children sought a reliable historic or-

ganization to take possession of the property. 

Their wish was in line with John Bruzzone Sr.’s 

love of local history. They chose the California 

Pioneers of Santa Clara County.             (Cont’d p. 18) 

 

Inside the Suñol House, the Antonio Suñol Room with a  

saddle, hides and ranch gear.   (Photos: Gayle Frank) 

 

Inside the Roberto Adobe (ca. 1836) with 

tools, cooking apparatus, a table and chair, 

and a bed. The walls are very fragile. There 

are two doors, one large window opening and 

an upper loft where the inhabitants stored 

food and sometimes slept. 
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City Landmarks (Cont’d)  

The Roberto Adobe & Suñol House is 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places (#7700034); is a State of Califor-
nia Historic Landmark (#898); on the 
County of Santa Clara Heritage Resource 
Inventory; and is a City of San Jose His-
torical Landmark (#83). The site is a ma-
jor historic site on the National Park’s 
Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic 
Trail. Visitors’ passbooks can be stamped 
with proof of visit.   

        — By Paul Bernal 

Bruzzone Sr.: John Bruzzone Jr., Jeanette 
Bruzzone and Joyce Lo Franco. The Pioneers 
have created a museum displaying the five eras 
represented by the occupants of the house: Na-
tive Americans, Spanish, Mexicans, early 
U.S., and 20th century Willow Glen.  The two 
structures are open with free admission on Sat-
urdays from 12 –2 pm. Special group tours can 
be arranged with a charge. 
 

  

1 PAC*SJ honored John Bruzzone as a 

“Preservation Hero” at our 2007 annual fundraiser 
Gala which was held at the site. 

   
This article was originally written for the Trail-

blazer (Sept., 2013), the California Pioneers of 

Santa Clara County’s quarterly journal. The 

Roberto Adobe & Sunol House was donated to 

the Pioneers in 2013 from the heirs of John  

The north side view of the Roberto  Adobe 

attached to the Suñol House.  

From the driveway. 

Rear yard showing fountain, patio and herit-

age garden beyond. The over 100-year old fig 

tree branches resting on the patio cover are 

without leaves in the winter but give full 

shade in spring, summer and fall. 

(Photos taken 2/8/20: Gayle Frank) 
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PAC*SJ Membership Application   

 Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Membership Application 

Name(s)________________________________________ 

Telephone(s)________________________________ __ 

Address________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 
 

Email _________________________________________ 

Provide email address to receive timely notices of news, events and 

announcements. PAC*SJ will not release your contact details.   
     

New Member_______   Renewing Member_______    
   

  Please circle the level at which you wish to join:  

  

  

  

  

   

Individual     $40 

Family     $55 

Student or Senior (over 65)     $25 

Non-profit or School     $25  

Contributor     $100 

Patron     $250 

Benefactor     $1,000 

Join at the $100 level or above and receive a special 

premium, the book, Tales of Naglee Park by Jack 

Douglas, a white Dancing Pig t-shirt (XL, or XXL), or 

the black t-shirt with ‘San Jose’ in neon letters .  

Please check if you would like to receive  

the black t-shirt  ____or Pig t-shirt  __or 

Tales of Naglee Park    or no premium _____                  

or  both book & t-shirt at the $250 level. 

   I am enclosing $     as an extra donation to   
   

   PAC*SJ for a total amount of $        

I am interested in working with the following  

volunteer opportunities (please circle): 

Advocacy     Programs/Education  

Fundraising    Events     

Membership   Board Member  

Newsletter    Public Relations 
   

Complete and return with your check to:  
  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

  1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

Phone: (408)-998-8105       info@preservation.org                                                                         

Did you know that Preservation Action 

Council of San Jose (PAC*SJ) has a  

Legacy Giving Program?   
   

Please consider a bequest to PAC*SJ as 

part of your estate plan. There's no mini-

mum amount required. In fact, you can 

specify any dollar amount, leave a per-

centage of your estate, or designate what 

remains after your estate has been 

settled.  
   

Gifts of stock are possible at any time. If 

you are 70 1/2 years of age or over, a  

 Legacy Giving 

qualified charitable donation can 

count toward satisfying your required 

minimum distribution from an IRA, 

helping to lower your taxes.  

       

PAC*SJ welcomes any donation you 

can make this year to further our ad-

vocacy, educational opportunities and 

event planning.  
     

Please contact info@preservation.org  

for more information.  PAC*SJ is a 

501c3 non-profit organization.  Our 

tax ID is 77-0254542.   

mailto:info@preservation.org
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 1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

The Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San Jose’s architectural 

heritage through education, advocacy and 

events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good for 

our quality of life, good for business, and good 

for the environment. We aim to integrate a 

strong commitment to historic preservation into 

the land use and development decisions of the 

City of San Jose that affect historic resources, as 

well as into the private decisions of property 

owners and developers. We try to bring owners 

and developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

                  PAC*SJ 2020 Board    

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT 384 

André Luthard, President 

Michael Sodergren, V.P. Advocacy  

John Frolli, Treasurer 

Cindy Atmore, Secretary 

Sylvia Carroll 

Patt Curia 

José De La Cruz  

Advisory Board 

Gayle Frank    

Marilyn Messina 

John Mitchell 

Gratia Rankin 

Walter Soellner 

Lynne Stephenson 

  

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal, Esquire 

Heather David 

Ken Fowler, CPA 

April Halberstadt 

Rusty Lutz 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

  

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Or Current Resident 

Like Us On Facebook! 

Join  or  Renew Today!  


