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National Trust Visits San José 
Finds City Divided over Merits of Preservation   

PAC*SJ’s work has two sides to it: a reactive side and a strategic side. We 
react to the proposed demolition of historic structures, testify at City 
Council and Planning Commission meetings, and occasionally find our-
selves having to sue the City to protect its architectural heritage. But that 
is only a small part of our broader work to educate San José residents 
about historic buildings and preservation techniques.  

This issue focuses more on this broader work. The visit of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation will help the City and PAC*SJ develop to-
gether a strategy for the long-term preservation of San José’s heritage.   
                     Continued on page 18. 

The National Trust at our reception at the Petit Trianon. Photograph by Catherine Tucker. 
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It is time for the customary year-in-review and passing of 
the gavel to the new President column. Not being one to 
tamper with history, here’s my take on PACSJ’s 2003. 

We had a very busy year. We changed from being an ex-
clusively volunteer grassroots group to one with a profes-
sional staff as well. Our first full-time Executive Director, 
Kate Boruff, hit the ground running, but had to leave us 
all too soon in May due to health reasons. During her 
brief time with us, she accomplished a great deal, and we 
are very grateful for her time and expertise. 

In October, we were equally lucky to welcome Alex 
Marthews as our new ED. Alex has made a world of dif-
ference in the short time he has been on the job. PAC*SJ is 
moving quickly and growing into the professional organi-
zation for which so many of us have hoped. My thanks to 
both the Search Committees, for the time and effort they 
put in during the lengthy search process. 

PAC*SJ met often this year with Councilmembers and 
Commissoners, and conscientiously attended city and 
community meetings. There were many battles, great and 
small, as we fought to save San José’s heritage.  

Despite our best efforts, we lost the Muirson Label Fac-
tory. We sued to prevent the loss of the Fox-Markovits 
Building (see “On the Radar”, page 9), and battled to save 
Building 25. We attended meetings over the future of the 
First Church of Christ Scientist and Letcher’s Garage on 
the north side of St. James’ Park: the former seems safe, 
but the outlook for Letcher’s is uncertain. We opposed 

MESSAGE FROM 2003 PRESIDENT BRIAN GRAYSON 
parts of the Mayor’s plan to make San José more devel-
oper-friendly, fighting to preserve public access and pub-
lic review of City decisions. We also spoke out on other 
issues, including the Downtown Historic District Guide-
lines. 

Throughout all this, the City’s leaders have neglected to 
approve funding for the new historic inventory that San 
José so desperately needs, viewing it as an obstacle to 
work around rather than an asset to work with. With the 
exception of Councilmember LeZotte, they voted to ap-
prove the demolition of IBM Building 25.  

We also had many successful events, including the Alviso 
tour and barbecue that showcased the history and 
uniqueness of this jewel of the South Bay; the annual ga-
rage and salvage sales, that brought together an eclectic 
blend of items mixed in with good conversation and visit-
ing with members of the community; and we wrapped up 
the year with our most successful Preservation Celebra-
tion ever. My thanks to all of the people who worked so 
hard to make these events fun and very successful. 

PAC*SJ was one of very few organizations chosen to par-
ticipate in the Preservation Development Initiative 
funded by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, 
with the National Trust for Historic Preservation. By the 
time you read this, a team of experts from the National 
Trust will have visited San José for a week assessing the 
City’s policies toward development, and how preserva-
tion fits into that. They will develop a vision of what 
PAC*SJ and the city can do to better ensure the preserva-
tion of our historic resources. 

I am pleased to hand the presidential gavel over to my 
friend and colleague, Jim Zetterquist. Jim brings a wealth 
of planning and preservation experience, and served as 
Chair of our recent Preservation Celebration.  

My thanks to the membership, the Board, and particu-
larly the members of the Executive Board for their tre-
mendous efforts during the past 
year. I look forward to a busy 
and productive 2004.  

Jim Zetterquist receives the gavel from Brian Grayson 
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Man, this watchdog gig is getting 
complicated! Less kibbles in the 
pot and those two-legged city hall-
ions start panicking! Their new “One-Start Center” is 
s’posed to bring together city department reps to identify 
project pitfalls early on, so why’s there no preservation 
rep included? Makes this old dog’s hackles rise! And 
then, if the project conforms to the general plan, it would-
n’t go before the City Council for approval. Sounds like 
someone at City Hall wants to muzzle us ordinary San 
José folks, so’s we don’t get in there and mess things up! 

Now Gonzales isn’t feelin’ too good these days. I wish 
Hiz Honor a speedy recovery. All I’m sayin’ is, I feel as 
sorry for good buildings as I do for him! He gets medi-
cine so he can keep on going, and that’s good— but so 
should our old buildings!  

We’ve a new top-dog over here at PAC*SJ, and he's one 
smart-Alex! No dog lover at heart, I’m sad to say, but my 
big brown eyes are bringin’ him round!  

First assignment is to sound some happy notes...so-o-o-o, 
howls of approval for the reopening of Mark's Hot Dogs 
in Alum Rock!  If you’re going to eat dogs (and I’m not 
saying you should), this is the place to do it! Hot diggity 
— dogs! And a big thank you too to everyone who made 
our Preservation Celebration a big success! 

OK, boss? Enough happy? So what's the deal with IBM's 
Building 25? They want to tear down the place where 
IBM developed the flying head disk drive, and put a 
Lowe’s in its place? Don’t we have enough big boxes in 
San José already? Plus, if we gotta have it, all they would 
need to do is move their plan a foot or two, and we could 
have both a Lowe’s and retail in Building 25 on that site!  

Can't rest on my haunches, lots to do these days...they’re 
planning to surround the First Church of Christ Scientist 
on St. James’ Square with high-rise housing, and tear 
down the early auto age Letcher’s garage; there are plans 
apaw to spay the Historic Landmarks Commission’s abil-
ity to evaluate downtown projects; and, oh yeah! I've got 
a new doghouse, so I need new furnishings in keeping 
with my position. A cool $40 million will do just fine for 
these old bones — the bill’s in the mail! HAPPY TRAILS! 

THE DOG 

 

is published quarterly by the 
PRESERVATION ACTION COUNCIL OF SAN JOSE 

The opinions expressed by contributors are not  
necessarily those of PAC*SJ itself. 

Editor: Alex Marthews, Executive Director 

Please submit your comments and suggestions to the mailing 
address below, or to info@preservation.org. 

© 2003 Preservation Action Council of San José 

MESSAGE FROM 2004 PRESIDENT JIM ZETTERQUIST 

The first thing I should say as President is to congratulate 
Brian Grayson. He guided us through a difficult time of 
transition in 2003. He showed great patience and true dedi-
cation, and raised PAC*SJ to a highly professional level.  

I would also like to thank our retiring Board Members Bev 
Blockie, John Olson, Bill Thomas and outgoing Treasurer 
Beth Wyman for their combined 28 years of tireless effort 
(see page 5). Though they are retiring as Board Members, 
we will continue to value their many other contributions. 

In 2004, we face many issues. We are working with the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation to develop Historic 
Preservation policies and procedures for the City of San 
José. At the end of February, we expect the Fox-Markovits 
Building lawsuit to be decided. We have had to launch an-
other lawsuit over IBM Building 25. But both of these will, 
we hope, lead the city to value its historic resources and the 
opinions of its own residents more highly. We will strongly 
advocate for historic preservation as being good for busi-
ness. We also plan to free San José from its self-imposed 
identity crisis, by working with the business community, 
Visitors Bureau and museums. San Joséans will take more 
pride in their community, tourism will increase and San 
José’s unique heritage will be better known and protected. 

We will achieve all this, and more, through the united hard 
work and generosity of PAC*SJ members and staff. I’m 
looking forward to working with all of you.  

Jim 

Watchdog Report 
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PAC*SJ CALENDAR 
Watch out for PAC*SJ’s Spring Lecture Series on historic home restoration! 

March 13    Book Talk: Tangible Memories—Californians and their Gardens 1800—1950 
       1:00pm— 2:30pm, Garden Center, Guadelupe River Park & Gardens 
       Join local author Dr. Judith Taylor as she discusses the different gardens created over  
       the years by California’s waves of immigrants. 
 
April 3     Preservation Action Council of San José presents its “Historic Churches Tour” 
       9:30am— 12:15pm, meet on front steps of St. Joseph’s. $10 members, $15 non-members. 
       Come and tour San José’s most magnificent historic churches: the Cathedral Basilica of St.  
       Joseph’s, the Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, the Unitarian Church and the exterior of the First  
       Church of Christ Scientist! Please RSVP to the office by calling (408) 998-8105! 
  
April 28—May 1  California Preservation Foundation Annual Conference 
       The Presidio, San Francisco 
       The conference lodging headquarters is the Argonaut Hotel at Fisherman’s Wharf, a National 
       Register Historic Landmark built in 1907. 
       Register online at www.californiapreservation.org or call (415) 495-0349 for details. 
 
June 5—June 12  National Trust for Historic Preservation: Preservation Leadership Training 
       Astoria, OR 
       An intensive one-week training aimed at state and local preservation organizations. 
       Register online at www.nationaltrust.org/plt or call (202) 588-6067 for details. 
 
Regular meetings: 
Dates may change to reflect public holidays. Please check www.sanjoseca.gov, www.sccgov.org or 
www.preservation.org to confirm meeting times and locations. 
 
Every Tuesday     San José City Council, 801 N First St., San José, CA 95110. 
1st Wednesday     San José Historic Landmarks Commission, 801 N First St., San José, CA 95110. 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays   Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors, 70 W Hedding St., San José, CA 95110. 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays  San José Planning Commission, 801 N First St., San José, CA 95110. 
3rd Monday      PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 72 N Fifth St., San José, CA 95112. 
3rd Thursday      Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission, 70 W Hedding St., San José, 
           CA 95110. 
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Two New PAC*SJ Board Members 

Two new Board members join PAC*SJ and immediately 
bring their expertise and energy to the 2004 Executive 
Board.  

Judi Henderson 

Long-time PAC*SJ member,  
Advisory Board member and  
Chair of the Advocacy Committee, 
 Judi Henderson joined the Board  
of Directors and became Vice  
President of Advocacy. Judi, like her grandparents, is a 
San Francisco native, who first became interested in pres-
ervation while attending SJSU. As former Councilmember 
Judy Stabile’s assistant, she specialized in land use and 
the Historic Landmarks Commission.  She served two 
terms on the HLC, including a term as Chair.  
 
What do you consider the most important thing that 
PAC*SJ can do to preserve historic buildings? 

Advocacy, education and outreach. We can honor our 
past by listing “Do Not Touch (Except To Restore)” build-
ings. We should do infill construction downtown more 
thoughtfully. San José’s story can best be told by preserv-
ing the structures here when the story was unfolding. 

What historic building in San José is most important to 
you? 

The Hayes Mansion. 

PAC*SJ NEWS 
Elizabeth Steward 

Elizabeth Steward earned her Masters Degree in History, 
and lives in Sunnyvale. She serves on the Sunnyvale His-
toric Landmarks Commission, along with PAC*SJ re-
search consultant Dawn Hopkins. She is an accountant at 
the Sisters of Mercy in Burlingame. She owes her interest 
in San Jose architecture to Bonnie Montgomery, whom 
she met at the History San Jose archives.  

Before joining our Board, Elizabeth  
attended several Board meetings,  
and read all the back issues of  
Continuity. As our new Treasurer,  
Elizabeth is helping us adopt the best 
accounting techniques and financial  
controls. She also charts past trends  
and budgets income and expenses.  
 
What do you consider the most important thing that 
PAC*SJ can do to preserve historic buildings? 

The City should survey its building stock so developers 
and owners would know which buildings are most wor-
thy of preservation and eligible for tax credits. It may be 
too late to develop a Beacon Hill in San José, but I would 
like to see a cozy, architecturally attractive downtown.  

What historic building in San José is most important to 
you? 

Hotel Sainte Claire. It’s beautiful and elegant, and I have 
fond high school memories of exploring the roof!  

Four Board Members Retiring 

We are sad to see four of our most devoted Board Members retiring  
from their long and valuable service. Bev Blockie joined the Board in  
2001, and will continue to serve on the Education Committee. John  
Olson joined the Board in 1998, and has now moved out of the area. Bill  
Thomas has been on the Board since 1994, and has given generously  
of his time to the Advocacy Committee and to many of  PAC*SJ’s  
causes. Treasurer Beth Wyman has also been on the Board since 1994,  
and for the last three years has served as PAC*SJ’s Treasurer. Our  
deepest thanks go to them all, and we wish them well for the future.  

Bev Blockie 

Bill Thomas Beth Wyman 

John Olson 

 

Elizabeth Steward 

 

Judi Henderson 
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BUILDING 25: NOT DUST YET! 

Despite mighty efforts by PAC*SJ, local historians, 
former IBM employees, environmentalists, labor un-
ions and local residents, the City rushed through 
approval of a new Lowe’s Home Improvement Store 
on the old IBM campus. Decisions taken in haste 
and under strong political pressure tend to be bad 
ones. This decision destroys an exceptionally signifi-
cant historic building, and a lot of large old trees, 
when it would have been more than feasible to have 
both the store and Building 25. So we sued to stop it. 

We sued because the City Council, led by Mayor 
Gonzales, had put enormous pressure on both the 
Planning Commission and City staffers to demon-
strate that San Jose was “open for business”. That 
meant that, whatever the damage this individual 
project would cause, the City Council wanted to 
send the message that they wouldn’t get in the way 
of developers’ plans for San Jose. Speaking as a San 
Jose resident, I would rather see the people of San 
Jose having the strongest voice in the discussion, 
rather than out-of-town developers with no commit-
ment to our community.  

I can understand that IBM Building 25 means noth-
ing to Lowe’s. But it means a lot to us in Silicon Val-
ley, because this building is where Silicon Valley 
began. Rey Johnson’s Advanced Research Team de-
veloped the first flying head disk drive there, with-
out which real-time data processing would be im-
possible. It’s a significant building by a significant 
architect, John Savage Bolles. But more than either of 
these is that Building 25 is beautiful.  

Try going out to the old IBM campus in the early 
evening, and watch as the sunset makes its brick 
walls glow; see how the trees and the external facing 
work together to make the whole please the eye.  

This is a building constructed with real care and a 
keen eye for detail, at a time when technology was 
making whole new worlds possible.  

There were once three major buildings of this style 
(Bauhaus/International) in San Jose: the Weir Build-
ing, the Pestana Building, and Building 25. The Weir 
Building was torn down in 1993 to make way for a 
189-unit apartment building. The Pestana was de-
molished merely because the City Council thought 
that an empty lot would be more attractive to devel-
opers (the lot is still empty). Building 25 is the last of 
the three. It’s time to call time at City Hall, to stop 
this vandalism, and to show we care about histori-
cally and architecturally significant buildings of any 
age.      

         Alex Marthews, Executive Director. 

Why Does This Project Violate CEQA? 

• CEQA is designed to encourage a fair and open-
minded evaluation of whether the aims of a pro-
posed project could be achieved with less damage to 
the environment or historic resources. This project 
was decided on in private before the environmental 
impact report (EIR) was even written.  

• The EIR for the project is supposed to evaluate a 
“reasonable range of feasible alternatives”. If an alter-
native with lower impacts is feasible, it should be 
chosen. The City chose alternatives that were inher-
ently infeasible: an alternative site that was not for 
sale, and on-site alternatives that required Lowe’s to 
completely redesign their store. Then at the end, they 
found that the only feasible alternative was —
surprise, surprise—the one Lowe’s wanted. 

• Common-sense alternatives, that kept the Lowe’s 
store the same size and shape but moved it so that it 
could fit next to Building 25, were left out.  

HELP SAVE BUILDING 25! CALL PAC*SJ TODAY AT (408) 998-8105 TO DONATE! 
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THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST & LETCHER’S 

The parcel under discussion, viewed from St. James’ Park. 

Barry Swenson Builder has taken over the parcel of land 
bounded by N First, Julian, N Second and St. James, and 
they have big plans for it. They want to rehabilitate the First 
Church of Christ Scientist according to the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the rehabilitation of historic proper-
ties. They are exploring possible reuses for the property. 
The First Church has stood empty for 28 years, and we are 
passionately concerned to ensure that it is reused well. 

Now for the downside. The City Council and the Redevel-
opment Agency want this parcel to be used for high-density 
housing, and have imposed a lower limit of 150 housing 
units for the site. Consequently, the conceptual designs cre-
ated by the Steinberg Group include two high-rise housing 
towers, one of which will entail the demolition of the his-
toric Letcher’s Garage at the corner of First and St. James. 
Also known as the Oasis building, Letcher’s Garage was 
built in 1906 as the first building on San José’s long-gone 
auto row.  

Though Letcher’s has been extensively remodeled 
on the outside, it has a number of interesting archi-
tectural features. It contains one of the earliest ex-
amples of expansive wood roof trusses, and still 
has the original segmented arched windows with 
large steel fire shutters in the east wall. Letcher’s 
Garage is a contributing structure to the St. James’ 
National Register Historic District, and we would 
hate to see it torn down.  

This project was discussed at the Historic Land-
marks Commission on Wednesday, February 4.  

PAC*SJ is working closely with Barry Swenson 
Builder to recommend design modifications for the 
site, and adaptive reuses for both the First Church 
and Letcher’s Garage. However the First Church is 
used, we would like the public to be able to see in-
side it; and we would like to see Letcher’s reused as 
a museum or for retail use. 

HELP US INFLUENCE THE PLANS FOR THIS SITE BY CALLING (408) 998-8105! 

The other consequence of 
the mandate to construct 
150 housing units on the 
site is that the towers will 
be very tall: as much as 18 
to 20 stories in the rear, 
and 10 to 12 stories in the 
front. There are also plans 
for a block of four town-
homes to the east of the 
Church (see left). 

Historic Letcher’s ad sold 
on Ebay (courtesy of Rich-

ard Zeman) 

The Steinberg Group’s conceptual proposal for the block. 
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KRAMER  
CONSTRUCTION 

Lic # 800538 
 

Stan Kramer 
Owner 

 
1881 McBain Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95125 

Office: (408) 879-0927 
Cell: (408) 605-1211 

A New Fire Museum for San Jose? 
(Downtown) 

The folks over at the Fire Depart-
ment, led by Josh Weggeland, Den-
nis Madigan and Chris Hubbard, 
have spent countless hours of their 
spare time assembling the finest 
collection of antique fire equipment 
west of the Mississippi. They have 
fire trucks and fire engines dating 
back to the 1850s, all stored in a 
warehouse out by Kelley Park. 

At the same time, Old Fire Station 
#1 on N Market St., built in the 
early 1950s, is standing unused. A 
few years ago, a new Fire Station 
was built next to it. A seismic retro-
fit of the old station, to make it safe 
for people to sleep in, would have 
been more expensive than building 
a whole new station. 

ON THE RADAR 

Vice-Mayor Pat Dando is helping 
put these two together, by advocat-
ing that Old Fire Station #1 be 
turned into a Downtown Fire Mu-
seum, to display some of the mag-
nificent equipment the San José 
Fire Department has assembled. 
PAC*SJ is working with the Fire 
Department to promote this as a 
new downtown attraction, which 
would also help promote safety.  

Fox-Markovits Building Lawsuit 
(Downtown) 

PAC*SJ sued in October to prevent 
the demolition of the historic 1919 
Mission Revival Fox-Markovits 
Building, which is threatened by 

the construction of an Offsite Park-
ing Garage for the notoriously 
over-budget City Hall project. The 
citizens’ committees involved in 
deciding the location of the garage 
were never informed that the Fox 
Building was at risk if they chose 
this location.  As with Building 25, 
a simple and better alternative was 
ignored. The “notched alternative” 
fits the garage around, rather than 
over the Fox Building. It was re-
jected in part because it would cast 
a shadow over a candidate City 
Landmark — the very Fox Building 
that they are proposing to demolish 
completely. The lawsuit will be de-
cided at the end of February. 

This magnificent 1850s 
fire truck is just one of 
the antique fire trucks 
in the Fire Depart-
ment’s collection. 
 
Photograph from  
archives. 
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ON THE RADAR 

Downtown Zoning Regulations 
Being Amended (Downtown) 

Proposed amendments to the 
Downtown Zoning Regulations 
seek to limit the authority of the 
Historic Landmarks Commission 
over new construction downtown.  

At the moment, new construction 
within 150 feet of a historic struc-
ture or district, or over 100 feet in 
height, goes before the Commission 
for review. The amendments pro-
pose that new construction within 
100 feet of a City Landmark or his-
toric district, or over 150 feet in 
height, should go before the Com-
mission. Then the amendments go 
on to say that any other projects, no 
matter what their potential impact 
on historic resources, shall not under 
any circumstances go before the 
Commission.  

PAC*SJ strongly opposes both the 
letter and the spirit of these 
changes. The Historic Landmarks 
Commission  isn’t the real problem 
here. The whole permitting struc-

ture at City Hall is messy and un-
predictable, which the Mayor is 
doing his best to change. Our mes-
sage: don’t throw the baby out with 
the bathwater. 

The Airport Acoustical Treatment 
Program (Ryland-Vendôme, Gua-
delupe-Washington) 

San Jose International Airport is 
getting noisier, and that means that 
more homes are falling within the 
area that has enough airport noise 
to warrant sound attenuation work.  

The Airport authorities are orga-
nizing the replacement of windows 
for over 1700 homes, and PAC*SJ is 
working with them to make sure 
that the area’s historic homes get 
historically appropriate replace-
ment windows at no extra cost. 

Participation in the Acoustical 
Treatment Program is voluntary: if 
you don’t want a window replaced, 
it doesn’t have to be. Please contact 
Monica Gomez on (408) 501-7700 if 
you want to know whether your 
home is involved in the program. 

A 1990s Home for Palm Haven 
(Palm Haven) 
 
The new "Your Old House" guide-
lines released last year are facing a 
serious test. A 1990s-style home is 
planned for the last empty lot in 
the Palm Haven Historic Conser-
vation Area that would clash with 
the historic homes the Conserva-
tion Area was designed to protect. 
The Palm Haven neighborhood 
association mobilized and con-
vinced the Planning Department to 
retract their approval, but the issue 
is up before the Planning Director 
at the time of going to press. There 
are also many fake “remodels” in 
Palm Haven, where the contractor 
preserves one wall in order to 
avoid the scrutiny a demolition 
would bring. For more details, go 
to www.palmhaven.info. 
 
Wehner Mansion (Evergreen) 

News just in: the Wehner Mansion 
(see history in Continuity Fall 2003) 
has had its roof removed, and is 
endangered. Watch this space! 
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ON THE RADAR 
Alviso Flood Control (Alviso) 

On January 20, the Santa Clara 
County Water District voted to 
complete the Guadelupe River 
Flood Control Project, by paying an 
extra $4.5 million to clear the Gua-
delupe of vegetation down to its 
entrance to the Bay at Alviso. This 
will make the South Bay Yacht 
Club in Alviso more accessible for 
boats, and will also revive the ma-
rina. The project has the potential 
to invigorate the whole economy of 
an often unjustly neglected part of 
San José. 

No Money for Cannery (Alviso) 

At the same meeting, the Water 
District announced that it had been 
unable to find a group with the re-
sources to take the lead on rehabili-
tating the Alviso Cannery, covered 
in our Fall 2003 issue. PAC*SJ does 
not have the resources to do it, and 
the City is understandably wary of 
assuming the liability on the prop-
erty. Interested parties can contact 
Dave Chesterman on (408) 265-2607 
x 2308. 

Valley Institute for Values in  
Agriculture formed (Santa Clara) 

A new group has formed to defend 
17 acres of agricultural land that 
formerly housed the University of 
California Agricultural / Horticul-
tural Research Center, located on 
Winchester Blvd across from Valley 

Fair. PAC*SJ supports VIVA in their 
efforts to convince the City of Santa 
Clara to keep the land agriculturally 
zoned. We are also accepting dona-
tions on their behalf (make the check 
out to PAC*SJ, but please note at the 
bottom that it is a donation for VIVA). 

Compromise Reached on Section  4
(f) (Federal) 

Section 4(f) is the major federal legis-
lation requiring transportation pro-
jects to take into account the effects 

of their projects on historic re-
sources. It is responsible for pre-
serving much of the French Quar-
ter and downtown Pasadena. It 
has been under threat of repeal for 
some months in Congress. 

Recently, the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and the 
American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Offi-
cials agreed to an amendment to 
section 4(f) that will maintain its  

stringent require-
ments for the protec-
tion of historic places, 
while streamlining 
historic preservation 
reviews of transporta-
tion projects. Historic 
concerns will be pro-
tected by requiring 
the written approval 
of state historic pres-
ervation officers on 
projects and public 
consultation.  

The amendment to S 
1072 has received the 
support of preserva-
tionists who favor the 
idea of streamlining 
because it allows 
them to focus on big-
ger highway projects 
that are more danger-
ous to historic sites.  



Continuity, Winter 2004.     PAC*SJ, PO Box 2287, San José, CA 95109-2287.   www.preservation.org Page 11 

$5,000 and above 
Keith Watt 

Orchard Supply Hardware 
 

$2,500 and above 
Mike Reandeau 

 
$1,000 and above 

Anonymous 
Geppetto's Workshop 

Nancy Iversen 
Norman Finnance 

 
$500 and above 

Phoenix Technologies 
 

$250 and above 
 
 

$100 and above 
 

 

2004 MAJOR PAC*SJ MEMBERS AND DONORS 

Donations to our legal defense fund are confidential, so we do not include donors to it here.  
However, we deeply appreciate the generosity of so many of our members towards those efforts.  

If you have not renewed for 2004, or if you would like to join the list above, please turn to page 19! 

Lifetime PAC*SJ members: Keith Watt, Susan Brandt-Hawley, Greg Casella and Tom Simon. 

William Barnard 
Campus Community Association 

Cord Associates 
Patricia Curia 

Richard Eilbert 
Ellen & John Garboske 
Brian & Nina Grayson 
Phil & Susan Hammer 

Judith Henderson 

Bob Johnson 
S. C. & D. A. Leograndis 

Andre Luthard 
Jane Luthard 

Randy Saldinger & Kevin Kelley 
Erik Schoennauer 
Marcella Sherman 

Chad & Elizabeth Steward 
Beth Wyman 

Alpine Recreation 
Apruval 

James Zetterquist 
Kayla Kurucz 

MBA Architects 
Monitor Mortgage 

Ohmega Salvage 
Slawinski Auction Company 

Walt & Patti Phillips 
Diane Zarate 

James Zetterquist 
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PRESERVATION HEROINE WINTER 2004: Ellen Garboske 
This issue of CONTINUITY inaugurates a new col-
umn called Preservation Heroine. The purpose is to 
honor notable San José residents who have shown ex-
ceptional courage and commitment to preservation. 
This issue’s honoree is long-time PAC*SJ board mem-
ber Ellen Garboske. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen is a native Californian, though she has lived in 
many states with her husband, John, and her son. In 
1975, her family came to San José, beginning a long 
term relationship with our heritage. As a volunteer for 
the San Jose Historical Museum, she chaired several 
committees that developed walking tours of down-
town San José, documented the need for an archival 
facility and coordinated hundreds of volunteers.   

Ellen’s leadership and knowledge of preservation 
were recognized in 1989, when she was appointed to 
the San José Historic Landmarks Commission. She 
joined PAC*SJ shortly after its formation in 1990, im-
pressed by the organization’s passion for San José and 
its first projects, the Scheller House, River Street and 
the First Church of Christ Scientist. 

As President of PAC*SJ in 1994-1996, Ellen began 
“three years of the most harrowing, yet rewarding 

years of my life!”. In 1994, she signed the documents 
commencing litigation to preserve the Jose Theatre and 
Montgomery Hotel. Both buildings were preserved and 
rehabilitated due to her leadership and the large com-
munity support for both buildings. In 1996, San José 
hosted the statewide California Preservation Founda-
tion Conference, which required coordinating facilities, 
tours and marketing. In 1996, she also co-authored Re-
flections of the Past, a history of San José. 

Ellen didn’t rest after her presidential successes. She 
helped  organize open house/walking tours of the 
Downtown Commercial Historic District, San Pedro 
Square, Japantown, Naglee Park and St. James Square,as 
well membership picnics at New Almaden, the Picchetti 
Winery, and the South Bay Yacht Club in Alviso. In 
2000, Ellen’s skills were again called into action to plan 
PAC*SJ*s 10th anniversary with a gala in the historic 
Bank of America building. This event was so successful 
that it has become an annual event.  She is the backbone 
of the annual garage sales , pricing, cashiering and 
schmoozing. She also currently serves as a Commis-
sioner on the Santa Clara County Historical Heritage 
Commission.  

Ellen likes to think that “Over the years, our group has 
gained the respect, if not always the agreement, of city 
officials and developers. It's still an uphill battle some-
times, but there is much more cooperation than existed 
in our early years”.  She looks forward to participating 
in PAC*SJ’s neighborhood educational programs to ex-
plain the importance of preserving our historic struc-
tures. “Our history is what gives a city roots. It attracts 
visitors, and has been proven time and time again to be 
good for business.”   

Ellen Garboske, Preservation Heroine 
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Proud Supporter 

of the 

Preservation 

Action Council 

of San Jose 
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LIVE AUCTION WINNING BID LEADS TO AU-
THENTIC GERMAN DINNER! 

Six lucky PAC*SJ members recently enjoyed an eve-
ning at the lovely Villages home of Maria and Wal-
ter Brand, the reward for entering the winning live 
auction bid at the 2003 Preservation Celebration. 
The evening began with Walter conducting a tour of 
The Villages, including a look at the exterior of the 
historic Wehner mansion (see On the Radar, p. 9).  

Patt Curia, Franklin Maggi, Patti Phillips, Walter Phil-
lips, Ellen Garboske, Bonnie Montgomery and Maria 

Brand. Photograph by Walter Brand. 

Returning to the Brand home, the group sampled 
hors d’oeuvres, wine and Walter Brand’s unique li-
queurs. The authentic 5-course German dinner, pre-
pared and served by Maria and Walter, was accom-
panied by more wine, liqueurs, and good conversa-
tion. The food was excellent, but the highlight of the 
evening was the Brands’ story: how two German-
born youths with nothing but a suitcase of clothing 
met in Hawaii and, after a 4-week whirlwind court-
ship, married and are now in their 44th year of mar-
riage!  

PRESERVATION CELEBRATION, November 14, 2003 
Our Preservation Celebration this year was our most 
successful ever, raising over $30,000 to help PAC*SJ 
continue its work of education and advocacy in San 
José.  

It was held in the Banker’s Club in the historic Bank 
of America building at First and Santa Clara. The 
room was beautifully bedecked in the colors of Old 
California, and lavishly decorated with piñatas. The 
attendees were entertained by music from Conjunto 
California, and there were over 150 silent auction 
items on display. 

This year, we were honoring the Peralta Adobe Res-
toration Committee, who in the 1970s were responsi-
ble for the preservation and restoration of the last 
remaining adobe from the Pueblo de San José de 
Guadalupe. This priceless relic was built in 1797, 
and served as the home of Luís Maria Peralta and 
his family. This Spanish soldier owned a land grant 
that stretched over much of the East Bay, but he pre-
ferred to administer it from this humble adobe in 
San José. The site is now owned and administered 
by History San José, and a generation of 
schoolchildren and adults have been enchanted by 
its lovingly restored interior. 

Many thanks to our Celebration Committee: Jim 
Zetterquist, Patt Curia, Ellen Garboske, Jim Bunce, 
Joe Melehan, Bev Blockie, Jacqueline Gittens, Kayla 
Kurucz, Yolanda Hayes, Judi Henderson, Dawn 
Hopkins, Bonnie Montgomery, Helen Stevens and 
Diane Zarate. They worked enormously hard to 
make the event a success. Many thanks also to Greg 
Casella of Catered 2, a Lifetime Member of PAC*SJ, 
who gave us a considerable discount on the venue 
and food costs. The food was delicious, and by all 
reports, people had an excellent time. 

Look out for next year’s Preservation Celebration on November 19, 2004 for wonderful opportunities  
like the German Dinner! All funds raised go towards saving San José’s historic properties! 
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They Left Their Mark: RUDOLPH ULRICH,  
Pioneer Landscape Architect 

 
The accomplishments of landscape 
gardener, Rudolph Ulrich, were 
pretty much unknown until re-
cently.  Like the gardens them-
selves, Ulrich's reputation seemed 
lost in obscurity.  The one great 
achievement for which he is re-
membered was the array of gar-
dens at railroad baron Charles 
Crocker's Del Monte Hotel near 
Monterey.  Like the legendary Fre-
derick Law Olmsted, with whom 
he was associated, Ulrich's profes-
sion took him to many places in the 
United States, including projects in 
San Jose and Santa Clara County. 

Rudolph Ulrich was born in 1840 at 
Weimar, Germany.  His parents 
were musicians in the employ of 
the archduke.  Rudolph did his ap-
prenticeship working on the great 
estates in Europe before immigrat-
ing to the United States in 1868.  As 
a result of his European training, 
he became a master of intricate gar-
den arrangements of geometric 

and linear designs. Although this 
formalistic style was giving way to 
the more naturalistic designs done 
by Olmsted and, later, by John 
McLaren, Ulrich's wealthy clients, 
who traveled extensively in 
Europe, preferred the older formal, 
decorative styles. Ulrich arrived in 
California at the time the silver 
kings and railroad barons were 
planning vast estates on the penin-
sula. The greatest of these was the 
Flood mansion in Menlo Park.  
Called Linden Towers, this man-
sion, designed by Theodore Len-
zen, was often referred to as an ar-
chitectural "wedding cake" for its 
white exterior and many layers of 
ornamentation.  Ulrich's gardens, 
as shown in the engraving below 
were equal to many of the royal 
palaces in Europe. He landscaped 
the 2,500 acres with a variety of 
flowers and shrubs to match the 
decorative interior of the mansion.  
Harper's Weekly described the 
grounds as: superbly laid out and en-
riched with the most exquisite bronzes 
and statues, terrace walks, drives, ser-
pentine walks, labyrinths, conservato-
ries, fountains and ornamental waters 
reaching down to the great San Fran-
cisco Bay. Unfortunately, Linden 
Towers was razed in 1934 when no 
one could afford to maintain it. 

SAN JOSE PROJECTS 

 Perhaps because he did the 
plans for the estate of William Bar-
ron, a co-owner of the New Al-
maden Mines, Ulrich was commis-
sioned to plan the gardens around 
the Casa Grande in 1882.  The Casa 
Grande was the headquarters of 
the mine operation, and is now a 
county museum.  Also in the early 
eighties, Ulrich was given the job of 
laying out the grounds of the San 
Jose State Normal School which 
had just been rebuilt after a disas-
trous fire.  Located on Washington 
Square, the campus had been, since 
the late 1860's, a barren waste.  Ul-
rich planted it with palms and suc-
culents.    

 Portrait of 
Rudolph  
Ulrich 
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RUDOLPH ULRICH, Pioneer Landscape Architect 
Impressed with this work, the San Jose city fathers hired him to 
design and plant St. James Square.  This elegant park was soon 
surrounded by the city's most distinguished institutions, and it 
became a focal point for parades, assemblies and other events. 

Article by JACK DOUGLAS 

Note: I am indebted to Marlea Graham and 
Julie Cain, whose recent research on Ulrich 

has appeared in:   Eden: Journal of the Califor-
nia Garden and Landscape History Society. 

THE ARIZONA GARDEN 

 Ulrich was intrigued by the color and vari-
ety of the drought tolerant desert plant species 
that he saw in his travels to the southern part 
of the state.  From this he conceived the idea 
for what he call an Arizona garden.  With the 
support of his railroad owning clients, Crocker 
and Stanford, he was able to bring box car 
loads of cacti and other desert plants to the Del 
Monte Hotel and to his other projects in Santa 
Clara County.  As mentioned earlier, Ulrich 
was best known for his Del Monte Hotel, and 
it was here that he created his first Arizona 
garden in the early1880s.  

 

 

St. James Park’s original design.  
Courtesy of Jack Douglas. 

 

Visitors to Stanford’s Arizona garden, ca. 1895. 
Stanford University Archives. 

The James 
Flood  
Mansion, 
also known 
as “Linden 
Towers”, 
torn down 
in 1934. 
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Continuity is distributed to over 500 San José preservationists, homeowners and opinion-formers. It’s a great way to get your 
message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must supply camera-ready artwork, 

or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 
Buy ads in 6 issues and SAVE! Plus, all multiple-issue ads come with a free membership!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
New “Pride in San José” Campaign 

San José has seen the destruction of 
many of its finest buildings, and that 
aggravates its self-imposed “identity 
crisis”. We want to give San José a 
strong sense of itself. We are no less a 
city simply because we are less dense 
than San Francisco. We are the oldest 
city in California, with a rich and glori-
ous history of our own. 

This year, we are launching the “Pride 
in San José” campaign. We will work 
with historical organizations, the City, 
businesses and neighborhoods, the 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, schools 
and colleges to revive interest and pride 
in San José’s multicultural heritage.  

If you would like to join the Pride in 
San José Committee, please call Jim 
Zetterquist on (408) 267-8744.  

PAC*SJ Commended by City of San 
José for Educational Efforts 

On November 15, 2003, PAC*SJ, His-
tory San José and Los Lupeños received 
commendations from the City of San 
José for its “time and dedication in 
keeping our history alive, preserving 
the character of our city, and ensuring 
that it remains for future residents”. 

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

    
    
    
    
    

 
Business Card  
Single issue $50 
3 issues $120 

 
    

    

1/4 Page  
Single issue $100 
3 issues $250 

 
  

  

1/2 Page  
Single issue $200 
3 issues $450 

Full Page 
Single issue $375 
3 issues $700 

 
 

New Heritage Center Opens At Ever-
green Valley College 

On February 5, 2004, a reception was 
held at Evergreen Valley College to 
mark the opening of the new Heritage 
Center. Based on the collection of local 
historian Colleen Cortese, the Center 
displays photographs, maps and 
memorabilia from the first stages of 
European settlement along the Silver 
Creek Trail. Many of the families 
shown in the photos still live and work 
in Evergreen, and added material to 
the collection from their own records. 

PAC*SJ Receives Award from Down-
town Association for River Street His-
toric Business District 

On December 12, 2003, the Preserva-
tion Action Council of San Jose was 
awarded the San Jose Downtown As-
sociation's highest award, the Golden 
Nail, for its efforts over the course of 
12 years to create the successful River 
Street Historic Business District, lo-
cated just by Henry's World Famous 
Hi-Life Restaurant. We are immensely 
proud of this honor.  

River Street is now a showcase for the 
business revitalization of historic  

properties. Our especial thanks go to 
long-serving PAC*SJ board members 
April Halberstadt, Ellen Garboske and 
Andre Luthard, who stuck with it 
when no-one thought it would work. 
We are still part-owners of River Street 
through the River Street Development 
Group, and we look forward to the 
district’s continued success. 

Architect-designed doghouse still 
available for $50! (Cat not included) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Patt Curia on (408) 294-3599 if 
your dog needs a home! 

Donate items to PAC*SJ for us to sell 
on EBay! 

We have a successful track record of 
selling donated historic items on EBay. 
Call Patt Curia on (408) 294-3599) to 
donate! 
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LEADER: National Trust Visits San José 

 

 

Melehan Family Trust LLC      

Continued from page 1. 

To this end, PAC*SJ is planning a series of work-
shops for developers and city staff on preservation 
issues and financing, and has already helped to con-
duct a successful seminar for neighborhood business 
improvement districts funded by the Strong 
Neighborhoods Initiative.   

The National Trust for Historic Preservation have 
advanced the possibility that $37,500 in matching 
grants, available through their Preservation Devel-
opment Initiative program, could be matched by the 
City to provide funds for updating the Historic In-
ventory, a task that is now a desperate necessity. In 
all, about $200,000 would be needed to conduct a 
comprehensive historic survey. 

We are reaching out to local colleges and schools to 
conduct courses in historic preservation and San 
José’s local heritage and history. Through “Pride in 
San José” and our other new campaigns, we hope to 
inspire new generations with a love for their home. 

We feel that there is immense scope for co-operation 
between those who want to revitalize San José’s 
economy and those who wish to preserve its heri-
tage, to take a long cool look at what we need to do 
to make sure that the City’s best features are pre-
served. Indeed, it is only through respect for our tra-
ditions and our historic architecture that that revi-
talization can truly be achieved. 

We would hope that, with the restructuring of City 
departments proposed by Mayor Gonzales, a rede-
velopment body will emerge that is committed to: 

• Consulting the community 

• Sound, smart growth planning principles 

• Preservation-friendly development 

Who are the National Trust, and why are they 
studying San José’s development policies? 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a pri-
vately funded national nonprofit with more than 
250,000 members. It leads the battle to preserve our 
nation’s built environment. It provides education, 
technical assistance and advocacy on preservation 
issues, and acquires and administers historic sites. 

The Preservation Development Initiative team con-
ducts a comprehensive tour of the City’s historic 
resources, reviews its development and preserva-
tion policies, meets with key community leaders, 
and prepares a report (due in March) that sets out 
how to integrate preservation concerns into the de-
velopment process in that City. The PDI team’s re-
port will help us chart out where we go from here. 

From left to right: Kathryn Gillespie, Christine Fedu-
kowski, Niya Moore-Rees, Alex Marthews, Robert Kuehn, 

Mac Nichols, Anne Gailliot, Joshua Bloom. 

Photograph by Ellen Garboske. 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Name(s): 

Please type or print clearly. 

Organization/Business: 

 

Address: 

 

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Fax: 

Cell: 

Email address: 

Email allows us to send you advance notice of events, and keeps 
you informed about late-breaking activities and issues. PAC*SJ 
will not release your information to third parties without your 
consent. 

I WOULD LIKE TO RENEW MY MEMBERSHIP AT 
THE LEVEL OF: 
 

□  Student / Senior (65+)       $20 

□  Individual          $35 

□  Family / Nonprofit        $50 

□  Contributor / Small Business    $100 

□  Patron / Corporation       $250 

□  Benefactor          $1,000 

 
I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO DONATE $             
TO HELP PAC*SJ PRESERVE OUR ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE. ONLINE DONATIONS WELCOME. 
 
Please make your check out to “Preservation Action Council of 
San José”. As a 2004 member, you will receive our newsletter, 
invitations and discounts to our events. Higher levels of mem-
bership (Contributor and above) receive invitations to exclusive 
events and free tickets to PAC*SJ events. To ask about higher 
membership levels, please call the office at (408) 998-8105. 

I WOULD BE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING (please check): 

□ Serving as a Board Member            I am interested in serving on the:  

□ Volunteering at or managing events and tours      □ Advocacy Committee 

□ Testifying at public meetings and hearings       □ Fundraising Committee 

□ Writing articles for the newsletter          □ Membership Committee 

□ Helping with Preservation Celebration        □ Education Committee 

□ Helping with Salvage Sale / I have a truck       □ Audit Committee 
□ Pro bono legal assistance             □ Pride in San José Committee 

 

                 Silicon Valley  Los Angeles  

        
   The Steinberg Group 

 
    SAN JOSE 408.295.5446        
 LOS ANGELES 213.629.0500          Architecture 
            WWW.TSGARCH.COM          Planning 

                                      Interiors 
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PO Box 2287, San Jose, CA 95109-2287   

The Preservation Action Council of San José 
(PAC*SJ) is a nonprofit membership 
organization providing information to 
property owners and  education to the public 
and promoting programs and policies for 
historic preservation and adaptive reuse. 

JOIN OR RENEW TODAY—MEMBERSHIP FORM ON PAGE 19! 

Directors:       

Alex Marthews, Executive Director 
Dawn Hopkins, Research Consultant 

Staff:

NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 46 

SANTA CLARA, CA 

Jim Zetterquist, President 
Judith Henderson, V.P. Advocacy 
Joseph Melehan, V.P. Fundraising 
Elizabeth Steward, Treasurer 
Gayle Frank, Secretary 
Jim Bunce 
Brian Chapman 
Patricia Curia 
Norman Finnance 

Advisory Board: 

Ellen Garboske 
Brian Grayson 
April Halberstadt 
Julia Howlett 
Andre Luthard 
Tom Simon 
Helen L. Stevens 
Diane Zarate 

Bonnie Bamburg 
Marvin Bamburg, AIA 
Paul Bernal 
Lawrence Bryan 
Joan Corsiglia 
Jack Douglas 
Ken Fowler 

Susan Hartt 
Alan Hess 
Karita Hummer 
Paul Hummer 
Jerome King, AIA 
Franklin Maggi 
Betsy Mathieson 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 
John Pinto 
Gil Sanchez, FAIA 
Judy Stabile 
Keith Watt 

Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

 

 

Wayne Marquard Painting 
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