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Please Landmark Century 21! 
On November 25th, the 

San Jose Historic Land-

marks Commission 

heard a presentation on 

the history and signifi-

cance of the Century 21 

Theater at 3161 Olsen 

Drive and Winchester 

Boulevard.  The presen-

tation was given by 

DOCOMOMO 

(Documentation and 

Conservation of the 

Modern Movement) 

representatives,   au-

thor Heather David 

and journalist/author Therese Poletti. Sally 

Zarnowitz, former San Jose Historic Preser-

vation Officer, also presented. 

The purpose of the presentation was to 

encourage a nomination for City Land-

mark designation of Century 21. Century 

21, Syufy’s first dome theater, is adjacent to 

two other early dome theaters, Century 22 

and Century 23. The land occupied by 

these three theaters is threatened with de-

velopment. The historic community fears 

all trace of these icons from the 1960s will 

be demolished. Razing is already planned 

for Century 24 and Century 25. They were 

built later and are not as historically 

significant. Century Almaden was built in 

the early 1970s and has been occupied by a 

church since 1996. 

Movie houses in San Jose progressed from 

early vaudeville/movie combinations to 

downtown theaters, drive-ins, neighbor-

hood theaters and then in the early 1960s, 

large theaters near or in suburban shop-

ping centers. By the 1970s, theaters grew 

into multiplexes and eventually mega-

plexes in the 1990s. Century 21, an early 

example of the suburban theater, will be 

50 years old next year. Opening day was 

in November, 1964, and the expansive, 

futuristic dome theater was quite the 

unique experience at that time.                

        (Cont’d on page 3) 
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 Executive Director’s Message 
Year-end reviews are 

always popular as we 

come to the end of an-

other year. I have tried 

to  keep you up-to-

date throughout the 

year with my columns 

in Continuity and via 

our website and our 

Facebook page, so I 

won’t dwell much on 

the past 12 months.  

 

The end of the year is 

also a good time to 

look forward and get a 

glimpse of what 2014 

holds for us. We will continue our efforts to save at 

least one of the Century theaters.  
 

As you probably know, all of the domed theaters are 

being threatened with demolition as the City looks to 

redevelop those sites. We believe that Century 21, as 

it nears its 50th anniversary, is worthy of being saved 

and will work towards a successful resolution that 

saves the building and also allows development to 

move forward.  
 

At our request, the Historic Landmarks Commission 

has begun discussions that we hope will lead to nomi-

nating Century 21 for landmark designation. The dis-

cussion will continue when the Commission next 

meets in January. Our ongoing efforts will include 

educating our decision makers on issues of impor-

tance as they relate to historic preservation. Other cit-

ies showcase their historic assets with pride –we be-

lieve San Jose should also be one of those cities but 

officials are slow to grasp the value of their historic 

inventory.  
 

The City is also slow to actually conduct the impor-

tant historic structures surveys that are vital to the 

protection of our historic resources. We will renew 

our efforts to have the city finally conduct these criti-

cal surveys so we have a complete picture of what 

buildings need to be saved.  
 

We do continue to make inroads by working with the 

City’s Planning Department and developers. Some  

Brian Grayson in  front of First 

Church on St. James St. 
Photo: Silicon Valley Community Newspapers 

developers are more open to saving historic resources 

than others but we are establishing relationships that 

we hope will prove beneficial to all parties.  
 

In addition to our work saving historic structures, we 

will also present a number of fun and educational pro-

grams next year. Perhaps the largest undertaking of 

the year will be another historic homes tour along the 

lines of our very successful 2012 tour.  
 

We are also discussing presenting other interesting 

programs including walking tours and lectures. We 

look forward to your support of these events.  
 

Hopefully, we will host another Movie Night showcas-

ing vintage films of Santa Clara Valley. Many of you 

attended our recent Movie Night and enjoyed the 

films, foods, and fun of that evening. Many thanks to 

our friends from the Santa Clara County Pioneers—Joe 

Melehan, Jim Zetterquist, and Bill Foley—for their 

dedication and to the San Jose Woman’s Club for mak-

ing this evening such a success. Thanks also to event 

co-chairs Sharon McCauley and Patt Curia and their 

hardworking committee.  
 

Of course, it takes people to make all of this happen. 

As you know, we are always looking for volunteers to 

help – so keep us in mind if you would like to help 

plan and participate in next year’s events. Let us know 

if you’d like to help out: info@preservation.org or call 

the office at 408.998.8105.  

 

We’ll also be electing our Board members at our An-

nual Meeting on February 10. Watch for your e-ballot 

and please vote. Simple instructions and details will 

be included with your e-ballot.  

 

And finally, membership renewals have been mailed 

out to those whose memberships expire during this 

quarter. Our members are very important to us so 

please renew your membership as soon as possible. 

Please make a donation to PAC*SJ when you are con-

sidering your year-end gifts.  

 

Thanks to all of our supporters and best wishes for a 

happy and healthy holiday season.  

            

    -Brian Grayson, Executive Director 

     Preservation Action Council of San Jose
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Century 21 (Cont’d)  

The founder of the Syufy Theatre 

Chain, Raymond J. Syufy (1919-

1995), grew up in Berkeley and 

worked in a theater to pay for col-

lege and law school. He then ran 

his own theater, the Rita in 

Vallejo, at age 23. Ultimately, 

Syufy Enterprises, Inc. was consid-

ered one of the largest and most 

profitable theater chains in the 

U.S. 

Syufy, as an attorney, was key to 

breaking the Hollywood film stu-

dios’ monopoly of showing their 

first-run movies only in their own 

chain of theaters. By orders of the Supreme Court in 1949-

1950, the studios were required to separate production and 

distribution from their movie houses. Independent exhibi-

tors were now able to offer first-run films as soon as they 

came out.   

Syufy expanded his theaters in California and eventually to 

other western states. By the early 1970s, Syufy Enterprises 

owned 267 screens, including drive-ins. By 1995, when Ray-

mond Syufy passed away, the company owned 476 screens. 

Syufy Enterprises then became Century Theaters, Inc. and 

expected even greater expansion. In 2006 the chain was sold 

to Cinemark Inc. except for Century 21, 22 and 23. These 

first three San Jose dome theaters reverted back to the origi-

nal company, Syufy Enterprises, Inc.  

Vincent Raney (1905-2001) was the architect for all of 

Syufy’s theaters. He was based in San Francisco and de-

signed hundreds of gas stations as well as over 100 movie 

theaters, shopping centers, commercial buildings, schools 

and churches. Raymond Syufy first hired Raney to design a 

unique dome theater near the Valley Fair Shopping Mall 

and eventually all his theaters until the early 1990s. Raney 

most likely was influenced by the Hollywood Cinerama 

Dome Theater that had just opened in 1963. This designated 

Los Angeles Historic Monument is a geodesic dome design 

probably inspired from the earlier architectural sensations 

of R. Buckminster Fuller who brought the geodesic dome 

into popularity.  

The dome theater was unique to 

Santa Clara Valley in the early 

1960s and symbolized the futuris-

tic space age. Syufy theaters be-

came known for interesting archi-

tecture, especially the domed 

“igloo” design. As more theaters 

were built throughout the West-

ern U.S., Syufy theaters became 

notable for these popular, mod-

ern-style structures.  

Century 21 was not a geodesic 

dome, but a smooth dome built 

with concrete blocks and a steel 

frame. Twenty ribs support the 

dome and meet at the top where a pronounced, orange, space-

age antennae sits on the exterior. Century 21 was advertised 

as showing the  first “new wide-screen epics” with the Cine-

rama system of three synchronized cameras projecting on a 

huge, curved screen. By the time it opened, the single 70 mm 

format was developed and preferred over the three-projector 

system. Its superior sound, projection and clarity of image 

and color surpassed other theaters of the day. 

Century 21 served as the model for the rest of Raney’s dome 

theaters although the lobby was much larger—embellished 

with bubble lights and gold accents, the exterior was     

               (Cont’d p. 4) 
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Century 21 (Cont’d)  

OSH Boxcar Goes To HSJ 

constructed with decorative concrete 

block walls and the concrete projec-

tion room was curved. The single 

screen structure seated about 950 

patrons. The interior walls were 

false plaster and fabric.  

Today it has an expansive feel since 

it’s one of the few theaters that is not 

divided into smaller movie houses. 

It is a prime candidate for landmark 

status because of its unique design, 

its integrity and the fact that it was 

the first of its kind.  Both Negative 

Declaration reports for Century 24 

and 25 state numerous times that the 

Winchester/Olin Drive dome thea-

ters are the historically significant 

and best examples of the early sub-

urban theater development in San 

Jose.  � 

Sources: 1) HLC presentation. 2) Final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration, Westgate 

Theater Redevelopment (Century 25), October 2013. 3) Final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Dec-

laration, 741 S. Winchester Blvd. Project (Century 24), October 2013.    

                 (Photos & text: Gayle Frank) 

The 1964 Century 21 is the first dome theater  built by  

Syufy Enterprises, Inc. It is architecturally intact and serves as  

an excellent example of mid-century modern architecture. 

The California Trolley and Railroad Corporation 

(CTRC), a History San Jose affiliate organization, 

accepted the historic Orchard Supply Hardware 

(OSH) boxcar on the last Tuesday in November.  

A contractor moved the boxcar from the San 

Carlos Street OSH store location to History Park 

using large trucks and a crane.  

 

At the Park, the boxcar will be temporarily 

placed on cribbing adjacent to steam locomotive 

1215. This location will facilitate extending the 

display track to place the boxcar between the 

locomotive and caboose. This work will require 

tractors, base rock and ballast. Once the car is 

positioned on track, both the caboose and boxcar 

will be repainted. 

 

Upon completion of the new display, CTRC, HSJ 

and OSH will schedule a ceremony with invited 

media and guests sometime next year. � 

OSH boxcar is dropped on cribbing at History San Jose’s  

History Park, located at 1650 Senter Road. 
(Photo & text: Ken Middlebrook) 
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Ken Ying Low Building 
The Ken Ying Low building (see right) at 625 North 6th Street 

has a new owner, Carol Chen and family. The structure be-

came a San Jose City Landmark in 2009. Chen learned that for 

many decades in the 20th century the building housed a Chi-

nese noodle restaurant. She wants to follow tradition. Plans 

will incorporate her new noodle restaurant and will display a 

“history wall” to describe the original Chinatown and the 

building’s history. 

The building was originally built circa 1887 as a Japanese 

boarding house in Heinlenville, the Chinese community. In 

1915, the building was purchased by a Mr. Ng for his new 

noodle restaurant, after his former site burned. By the 1930s 

much of Heinlen’s Chinatown development had been demol-

ished. The Ken Ying Low is one of the rare Heinlenville struc-

tures left from those early days. 

PAC*SJ is looking forward to an opening in 2014.  

Preservation  Kudos 

150 Years for Union School District 
The Union School District just celebrated its 150th anniver-

sary in November. The District, which includes eight schools 

was founded in 1863 and was named after the Civil War’s 

Union army.  Back then the teachers also performed  janitor-

ial duties and received room and board from the three-

member school Board. The first permanent school house sat 

where Leigh High School is today.  

McDonnell Hall— 

A California Historic Landmark 
The McDonnell Hall at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church is 

now a California Landmark and on its way to national rec-

ognition. This is the meeting hall where Cesar Chavez began 

organizing the community and served as an advocate for 

people who needed assistance. Chavez and members of the 

Community Service Organization offered voter registration, 

civil rights lawsuits, election information, and citizenship 

and literacy classes. The Church is located at 2020 E. San 

Antonio Street. Later, Chavez was key to organizing the 

United Farm Workers union and the well-known grape boy-

cott. 

Chavez’s mentor was the Rev. Donald McDonnell who ad-

vised him on economic and civil rights matters. The Hall 

was named after McDonnell. 

Historic Cats Estate 
The Los Gatos Historic Cats Estate has been purchased by an 

undisclosed buyer. The main house, built in 1925, was the 

home of the writer Charles Erskine Scott Wood and poet Sara 

Bard Field. The famous cat statues stand at the entrance gate 

off of Highway 17. 

Burbank Theater 
The Bascom Avenue, Art-Deco style Burbank Theater from 

1949 has been leased out to “Studio Sharise” for dance, 

drama and fitness classes. Sharise Parviz hopes to renovate 

the theater and offer stage productions and independent 

films. PAC*SJ is hopeful that the re-use of the historic build-

ing will be successful. 

Ken Ying Low Building on N. 6th St. 
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Preservation  Kudos (Cont’d) 

W. Prussia Building 

The San Jose City Landmark, the W. 

Prussia Building, has gone through reha-

bilitation and is beginning its new life at 

387 South First Street. Aedis Architects 

has moved into the third floor, which has 

high-ceilings and previously served as 

apartments. The street floor with a patio 

and courtyard is planned for retail and 

the mezzanine will be leased out. The 

building, with 23,000 square feet, meets 

LEED platinum standards such as natural 

light, reclaimed lumber and efficient air 

conditioning. Garden City Construction 

performed the work.  

Thang Do, president of Aedis Architects 

& Planning, said his employees enjoy 

working downtown and appreciate public transportation 

and Bike Share. The company, who was formerly located in 

Willow Glen, is a full service architectural firm with exper-

tise in educational and education-related facilities. 

The building is named after Willard L. Prussia who was a 

San Jose businessman. The Renaissance Revival style build-

ing was designed by the distinguished architectural firm of 

Weeks and Day and constructed by Cahill Brothers of San 

Francisco in 1925. The building survived the adjacent two-

year construction process of the 23-story Three-Sixty Resi-

dences, although it caused such damage as cracked walls, 

falling plaster, sinking ground and debris. By 2007, the busi-

nesses in the building folded and many tenants left. 

Kudos to Thang Do and Aedis Architects for bringing this 

city landmark back to life and enhancing the SoFA District.  

Re-use of an historic building is what PAC*SJ is all about. � 

Top photo, the rehabilitated W. Prussia Building  

on South First Street in 2013. 

Right, detail of  building ornamentation. 
(Photos & text: Gayle Frank) 
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Fate of the Feed & Fuel Mural 
The Almaden Feed & Fuel building on Al-

maden Road has been dismantled and will 

be reconstructed to resemble the historic 

structure, using as much of the original 

wood as possible. Before dismantling the 

structure, the property owner invited 

Roger Springall to remove the nostalgic 

wall mural before the building came 

down. The mural was painted in 1985 by 

famed trompe l’oeil muralist John Pugh 

(http://artofjohnpugh.com). 

 

During a weekend in October, Springall 

and his contractor friend, Ian McCulloch, 

carefully braced the wall on the outside of 

Feed & Fuel to make sure it wouldn’t bend 

and crack the mural. Then they set about 

cutting out the desired section of wall. Sev-

eral former customers of Feed & Fuel 

turned up to watch. Once they had cut 

through the perimeter of the mural, one of 

the observers was persuaded to help take 

it down and secure it onto a trailer. 

That same weekend, long-time former 

owner of Feed & Fuel, Blondie Barndt, also 

showed up. It was Barndt who hired John 

Pugh in 1985 to paint the mural on one 

wall of the new dining room extension that 

she and her husband had built.  

Above, John Pugh’s mural on the wall at the former Feed & Fuel. 

Below, Ian McCulloch and a volunteer extract mural from building.  
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The Fate of the Mural 
 

Last month, after the mu-

ral was removed, Barndt 

and the others who loved 

the old place discussed 

the fate of the mural. The 

group’s preference was 

to keep the mural and 

put it on display in Al-

maden Valley rather than 

sell the mural and use the 

money to preserve the 

memory of the Feed & 

Fuel. Perhaps it could be 

exhibited for 

      (Cont’d p. 10) 
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Why 99 Notre Dame is Significant By Jay McCauley 

A non-descript, single story office building at 99 Notre Dame 

Avenue (above)  in downtown San Jose is one of the most sig-

nificant buildings in the industrial heritage of the Valley. In 

the mid-1950s, an IBM research and development team devel-

oped the disk drive in this building, laying the foundation for 

an entire industry.  Currently occupied by a unit of the Supe-

rior Court, the building might be razed in a few years and a 

new mid-rise structure could be constructed at the site. PAC*SJ 

has met with representatives from the owner, Barry Swenson 

Builder. They say they do not yet have future plans for the site. 

Let’s hope that PAC*SJ and other allies can form a loose coali-

tion to work with Barry Swenson Builder and come up with a 

plan to re-use the building and commemorate the site. A fu-

ture article will present some ideas in this area. 

In the early 1950s, IBM decided to establish a presence on the 

West Coast and selected San Jose. IBM then selected Dr. Rey 

Johnson to head the project. He was already a successful re-

searcher, having developed the mark sense technology still in 

use today for the machine grading of tests. Johnson recalled 

that, "I was given only two guidelines. Keep the number of 

people in the lab to about 50, and experiment in a technology 

that no one else in IBM was working on."  Dr. Johnson ex-

plained that, “San Jose was chosen as the specific site because 

IBM already had a punched card plant here at 16th Street and 

East St. John Street.” Among the many other reasons for this 

decision was the presence of two important universities that 

had produced talented engineers and scientists, in part from  

the GI Bill. The initial solicitation for research applicants 

generated over 400 replies. 

Johnson remarked later that he knew IBM had a great deal 

of expertise in magnetic recording, having developed suc-

cessful digital tape drives and magnetic drum memory sys-

tems. The problem with tape was that to read a record near 

the end of the tape, the entire tape must be read, which 

could take several minutes. Magnetic drums were well es-

tablished, but had limited capacity. They required multiple 

read/write heads and associated electronics, making them 

very expensive. 

IBM had been in business since the 1890 census when Her-

man Hollerith invented the punched card and associated 

processing equipment. This system dramatically sped up 

the processing of census information. The company built a 

successful business in card-based data processing, some-

times referred to as “tab shops,” short for tabulating. The 

introduction of Social Security created a huge need for tab 

equipment, enabling IBM to survive the Great Depression. 

At the end of World War II, the computer industry was 

born with the ENIAC, a large computer intended for the 

calculation of artillery tables and used for atomic bomb cal-

culations. More general purpose machines were being de-

veloped at universities and research laboratories around the 

world. Random access to large amounts of data was a chal-

lenge, and many teams were looking for an effective solu-

tion.             (Cont’d p. 9) 
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IBM’s first disk drive,  

the  RAMAC 305  

Dr. Johnson and his team in 

San Jose began work on ad-

dressing the problem of ran-

dom access to data. After con-

sidering many possible mecha-

nisms, the team’s concept was a 

single pair of heads which 

could be moved up and down a 

rotating stack of disks and in 

and out to access the required 

record on the selected pair of 

disks (one head for the upper 

surface, and one for the lower 

surface). This was a very chal-

lenging mechanical engineering problem in the mid-1950s. It 

still is, though the technology is radically different today. How 

do you make a device that moves to a very precise position on a 

specific pair of disk platters quickly, and which can be produced 

and maintained economically? Fortunately IBM corporate ex-

perience included design, manufacture and complex support of 

high precision electro-mechanical devices.  The result was their 

development, at the 99 Notre Dame facility, of a device having 

50 aluminum disk platters, which all together was about the size 

of an oil drum. The overall unit, including the associated elec-

tronics, weighed about a ton. 

The platters were coated with an iron-oxide rich paint. Signage 

at the IBM Almaden Research Labs (generally off  limits to  

99 Notre Dame (Cont’d)  

99 Notre Dame in 1953 when the former print shop became  

the home of IBM’s research team in San Jose. 

the public) on an early prototype states that the coating 

was similar to the orange paint used on the Golden Gate 

Bridge, filtered through a woman’s stocking! Presumably 

the research evolved to better solutions.  

An early example of this disk drive is on display at the 

Computer History Museum in Mountain View. It has been 

lovingly restored by a dedicated team, mostly IBM alumni, 

and is spun up and operated regularly. 

Anyone who has ever worked on the development of a 

brand new device with no “prior art” to guide the team, 

knows that there are constant setbacks, outright failures, 

etc.  It is a testament to the skills and perseverance of the 

San Jose team that in Septem-

ber 1956, IBM announced the  

RAMAC 305 System, which 

contained the  new Model 350 

disk drive.    

The drive held approximately 

5 megabytes, which was 

about the capacity of a reel of 

magnetic tape in the day.     

     (Cont’d p. 10)                   
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residents and visitors to enjoy. The group’s goal is to find a 

home for the mural and secure this permanent reminder of 

their beloved Feed & Fuel. Earlier, the original wooden bar 

was removed from Feed & Fuel and is installed in Roger 

Springall’s Caffe Frascati in downtown San Jose. 

 

About the Mural  
 

The lady and man in the mural are based on real people from 

Feed & Fuel. The cowboy was a local character named Jerry 

Brown. He was formerly a bartender at the Redwood  

Cabin, another old Almaden bar which burned down many 

years ago. He is remembered as the first man to be arrested 

for being drunk on a horse. Brown passed away shortly after 

the mural was painted. The girl in the mural was a  

99 Notre Dame (Cont’d)  
This is also about the size of a single song on your 

MP3 player! To the surprise of skeptics, the system 

sold (actually leased) quite well, with around 1,000 

systems produced before ceasing production and 

withdrawing them from the market in 1962. This sys-

tem was one of the last IBM systems to be based on 

vacuum tubes. The introduction of the transistor based 

1401 and the associated 1405 disk storage unit in 1962 

rendered the 305 RAMAC obsolete.  

The small space at 99 Notre Dame was rapidly out-

grown, and in a very bold step, IBM opened new fa-

cilities on Cottle Road in 1957, which were to become 

the Santa Teresa complex. One of the most important 

buildings there was the first “California Style” office 

structure, Building 025, a previous PAC*SJ focal point, 

tragically lost in a fire in 2008. IBM sold the disk drive 

business to Hitachi in 2002, and the Santa Teresa com-

plex is presently under redevelopment, though some 

buildings are still in use. A portion of the site has re-

cently been developed as RAMAC Park for the com-

munity.  

We sometimes call our home “Silicon Valley”, but in a 

very real sense it has also been “Iron-Oxide Valley”, 

and 99 Notre Dame was where it all started.   � 

Above, the ASME plaque 

placed at 99 Notre Dame  

in 1984. 

 

 

Right, an early ad for  

the IBM RAMAC 305. 

bartender at the Feed & Fuel. John Pugh remembers her as 

Meg, although a former customer who knew her says her 

name was Sheri.  

John Pugh said his mural played with time: The front of the 

bar, with the woman, represents the present, then 1985, de-

picting a time-worn bar and a BART map on the wall. Meg 

appears angry - but she's actually looking back in time, as 

the bar appears newer to the rear of the mural with fresh 

looking wood. There, the whiskey sign, cowboy, antique car 

ad, and vintage whiskey bottle suggest we've been trans-

ported to the past. Fans of the bar say it’s a time continuum 

and indicates things haven't changed much. But what do 

you suppose the paint can represents?  � 

            - Roger Springall 

Mural (Cont’d)  
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Palomar Exhibit on Display  

Palomar, the last ballroom in downtown San Jose, was de-

molished in 2005 to make way for the Axis Condominiums. 

Finally, an exhibit (see below) has been installed on Notre 

Dame Avenue at the rear of Axis and just a half block down 

from the historic DeAnza Hotel.  

When the Palomar opened in 1947 it was considered the 

South Bay’s premier concert venue and dance hall. Well-

known vocalists and bands performed there such as Mel 

Torme, Nat “King” Cole, Count Basie, Louis Armstrong, 

Doris Day, Desi Arnaz, and Benny Goodman.  

 

In 1956 the infamous Fats Domino “rock and roll riot” oc-

curred and caused several arrests and a few injuries. This 

incident marred the Palomar’s reputation for a time. 

Later the ballroom changed names to Palomar Gardens, then 

the Starlight, and finally the Tropicana. Along the way, the 

danceable wooden floor and orchestra pit were removed.  � 

The plaque located next to the exhibit states:   

The Palomar Ballroom was constructed on this site in 1946.  

Operating under various names, it was an important venue for  

music and dance lovers for almost 60 years. As the first racially  

integrated ballroom in the city, it attracted big bands, vocalists,  

and jazz legends from across the United States, Mexico and Cuba; 

early rock and roll performers; and often featured emerging artists. 

It was a favorite gathering place for the Mexican American  

community, hosting family, political and social events.  

Demolished in 2005. 

Photo: Gayle Frank 



Continuity, Winter 2013             www.preservation.org Page 12 

 

 

Winchester Ranch Mobile Home Park Threatened  

on hand to tell the history of the ranch. She lives in the park 

and worked as assistant manager for 25 years, up until 2001. 

She has always taken charge of the social events, holiday 

decorations and now ensures the exercise classes are held 

four days a week. Her husband, Mark C. Cali passed in 2008. 

As you drive in on the narrow curved road, surrounded by 

beautiful old trees, the setting resembles a park. Soon a few 

visible mobile homes are nestled within greenery and ahead 

looms a large wooden structure, the Park Clubhouse.  Two 

gazebos, one on the southeast side, the other on the north-

east side of the two-story building, are from Sarah Winches-

ter’s original gardens. They were called “summer houses” 

and sat over Sarah’s septic tanks. Today the south gazebo 

forms the entrance to the main door and the north gazebo 

covers a spa next to the swimming pool, adjacent to the 

Clubhouse. 

Near the entrance of the park there are three trees known to 

have been planted by Sarah Winchester: a rare cork oak tree, 

a spreckled elm and a grapefruit tree. The cork and elm are 

huge. This front section of the mobile home park was   

               (Cont’d p. 13) 

Immediately south of the famous Winchester 

Mystery House, sits a hidden piece of land 

called Winchester Ranch Mobile Home Park. 

The name comes from Sarah Winchester’s 

ranch and gardens. The original 30 acres were 

purchased from the larger estate of Sarah Win-

chester in 1926, four years after her death. 

Charles and Lelia Cali bought the land to grow 

prunes, walnuts, cherries and peaches while 

they lived near downtown San Jose in the fam-

ily home of Leila’s parents. The whole family 

worked the Winchester Ranch. Leila Cali 

helped out financially by working for the San 

Jose Water Works. After working 41 years, she 

became the first woman officer (Vice Presi-

dent) of the company and a member of its 

Board of Directors in 1968. 

Recently, a group of PAC*SJ members and 

other interested parties were invited to tour 

the premises and view the historical structures and artifacts. 

Barbara Cali, Charles and Lelia Cali’s daughter-in-law, was   

Above, the Mobile Home Park Clubhouse, a renovated barn from the 

1930s.  Below, a rare Cork Oak Tree planted by Sarah Winchester. 
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Mobile Home Park Threatened  (Cont’d)  

Barbara Cali also gave us a tour of the Clubhouse, which felt 

like a retreat in the woods. The former barn was transformed 

into a large hall with a beautiful fireplace. A library, billiard 

room, offices, kitchen and restrooms feed off the large hall.  

The Clubhouse was built in the late 1930s by Charles Cali to 

serve as a barn. It was built on the foundation of Sarah Win-

chester’s caretaker’s house that burned down in the spring of 

1929 due to faulty wiring. The Cali family had lived in the 

caretaker’s house 

during the sum-

mers. Around 1948, 

an upstairs apart-

ment and large 

deck were added 

above the barn for 

Charles and Lelia’s 

daughter Carlee 

and her new hus-

band.  About seven 

years later, Lelia 

Cali remodeled the 

apartment and cre-

ated a beautifully 

decorated home 

with antiques 

where she and 

Charles then lived.  

     

    

originally Sarah Winchester’s garden. As we travelled toward 

the Clubhouse, Barbara pointed out a brick incinerator, an 

outhouse and a large water tower, all from the Sarah Winches-

ter ranch days. Sarah Winchester’s greenhouse with the 13 

glass cupolas is just on the other side of the fence and contrib-

utes to a lovely landscape. 

Above, the gazebo entrance to the Clubhouse. 

Below, the sturdy brick incinerator dating 

from Sarah Winchester’s time. 

The present Clubhouse feels warm and comfortable with 

historic artifacts everywhere. Inside, one wall is decorated 

with a collage of wood slats from the migrant shacks where 

temporary ranch hands previously stayed. These multi-

colored pieces of wood also are used to construct furniture 

and waste cans. Next to the collage, vintage farm tools from 

the early farm days are displayed on the wall. A lamp made 

from a wicker wine container (demijohn) sits on a small table 

made of fruit lug boxes. Benches are made from railroad ties 

taken from the San Jose-Palo Alto railroad line. 

(Cont’d p. 14) 

Barbara Cali 
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Park Threatened  (Cont’d)  

Inside the men’s restroom a small antique potty chair is 

displayed that was used by Mark Cali as a child. Apricot 

trays are hung on the walls where vintage posters, fruit 

crate labels and artifacts are attractively mounted. 

The library is full of books and comfortable chairs. But the 

focus is on a glass coffee table supported underneath by an 

antique Irish mail tricycle that once belonged to Mark Cali. 

Many vintage photographs of the ranch in its earliest days 

hang on the wall.  

Later on in the tour, golf carts carried us through the beau-

tifully maintained mobile homes and well-manicured  

landscaping. Cali showed us a large farm imple-

ment and an antique tractor on display. The 

Park holds 111 units and has been in existence 

since 1976. In 1962, half of the Cali’s 30-acre 

ranch was taken by eminent domain to make 

way for Highway 280. The Cali’s developed the 

mobile home park after their ranch became less 

sustainable and they were unable to sell the 

land. 

Barbara Cali’s husband, Mark Cali Sr., passed 

away in 2008. The Winchester Ranch Mobile 

Home Park is now in the throes of being mar-

keted to developers by the Cali heirs. The resi-

dents, including Barbara Cali, the original 

owner who operated the park with her husband 

for so many years, are very upset and fear for their fu-

tures. The historic preservation community is con-

cerned, not only for the residents, but also for its rich 

history that has been so well preserved, thanks to       

Barbara and Mark Cali.             

Sources:  

Barbara Cali 

“The Winchester Ranch Anthology” by Mark Cali 

 

 Above, an old outhouse from early days. 
 

Left, collage on Clubhouse wall of wood strips from  

migrant cabins and a bench from railroad ties. 

(Photos & text: Gayle Frank) 

Rear of Clubhouse with view of apartment and huge deck. 
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   Willow Glen Trestle 

After a community presentation and com-

ments, the Historic Landmarks Commission 

commented that if the Trestle had been 

brought to them earlier in the process, they  

ON   THE   RADAR 
       Kelley House 

The Kelley House (below) at Happy Hollow is in very bad 

shape after the fire in 2012. The historic community stresses 

that more accurate figures are needed for the cost of rebuild-

ing the house and that the Parks and Rec Department con-

sider pursuing grants for the project.  

It is important to keep in mind that 156 acres of land and the 

house were donated to the City of San Jose by Mrs. Louise 

Kelley. The Kelley House should stand as a commemoration 

of that gift. For years the City has not taken care of this his-

toric structure and simply let it deteriorate.  

The Parks, Recreation, and Neighborhood Services (PRNS) 

Department has just released their recommendation to the 

City Council to: 1) Accept the property insurance claim set-

tlement, which assumes the demolition of the remaining Kel-

ley House structure; and 2) develop a plan for re-use of this  

location which references the Kelley House significance. 

PRNS says they will work with PAC*SJ, the Landmarks 

Commission and History San Jose to develop a possible in-

terpretive exhibit to honor the Kelley family and the past 

history of the Kelley House. 

       First Church 

Barry Swenson Builder has told PAC*SJ that a historic 

analysis is being conducted on removing the basement of 

First Church of Christ, Scientist on St. James Street. Powers 

and Associates is preparing the analysis and the plans for 

installing the parking garage underneath. They are working 

with the Planning Department and a historian to ensure the 

process follows the Secretary of Interior Standards. A for-

mal update is pending. 

would have considered it “landmark worthy.” The City has 

just released the official “Initial Study and Draft Mitigated 

Negative Declaration” (IS/MND), which describes in detail 

how they plan to demolish the trestle and replace it with a 

catalog-order bike/pedestrian bridge. The public is given 30 

days (through Dec. 19th) to review this document and give 

official comment.  The draft Negative Declaration, initial 

study, and reference documents are available online at: 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?nid=2165. The docu-

ments are also available at the City Hall, the Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Library and at the Willow Glen Branch Library. 

If you want to save the trestle write to the San Jose Planning 

Department and express your thoughts and concerns. Send 

letters to johndavidson@sanjoseca.gov. For instance, does the 

report adequately address the historic value of the trestle that 

is to be removed?  Does it describe in adequate detail how it 

can be removed without impacting the sensitive riparian 

habitat?  Will the replacement bridge be noisy when joggers 

or cyclists use it? 

Many Willow Glenites hoped the historic wooden trestle 

would become the iconic gateway to Willow Glen on the Los 

Gatos Creek Trail. If the City cannot adequately address all of 

the submitted concerns, they may be required to “go back to 

the drawing table” and devise an alternate solution—and one 

possible alternative is to restore the trestle and adapt it for 

trail use. For more information go to www.WGTrestle.com. 

Mt. Um RADAR Tower 
The buildings that made up the Almaden Air Force Station at 

the top of Mount Umunhum have begun to be removed. By 

January of 2014 they are all expected to be razed except the 

five-story RADAR tower (aka as the “cube.) The Midpenin-

sula Regional Open Space District has postponed its plans for 

demolishing the “cube” and has offered a five year holding 

pattern to raise $1.2 million for its rescue. 

Left, the  

Kelley 

House 

 (See 

Spring 

2013 issue 

of Conti-

nuity for 

more  

history on 

the Kelley 

House.)
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 Historic Concerns with New Development 
The mixed-use project of two towers planned for the 

180 St. James Street development causes concerns for 

the historic community. 

First, a section of the front yard of the Fallon House 

appears to be part of the developer’s parcel (see 

photo on right.) At present, cars are parked there. 

The configuration is unusual and detracts from the 

appearance of the Fallon House. The historic commu-

nity stresses that appropriate landscaping should be 

designed into the development project to enhance 

and not detract from the historic Fallon House. 

We are also concerned about the home at 152 (or 156) 

Terraine street. The historic house, c. 1908, is attrac-

tive and  appears in good condition (see photo be-

low.) The home is listed as a Structure of Merit on the 

San Jose Historic Inventory.  The house is currently 

surrounded by commercial enterprises and is a sin-

gle residence among buildings and parking lots. 

 

The developer would prefer to save the house and 

relocate it. We have been working with the developer 

and a private property owner in the hopes of finding 

a new location for the house. There is interest from 

both parties and hopefully things will fall into place 

to allow the relocation. This will take cooperation on 

everyone's part, including the City. We hope to know 

more about the fate of the house in early 2014. 

 

Our final concern is for the historic acequias (early 

irrigation ditches) most likely sitting under this site. 

We have called this to the attention of the developer 

and his design team and they have indicated they 

will investigate to determine the location of the 

acequias. The Planning Department is also aware of 

the possible existence of these historic underground 

acequias.  � 

 Front of the Fallon House on San Pedro Street. A parking 

lot sits in front of the Fallon garden and part of the home.    

    Be Eyes & Ears  
Act as eyes and ears for the City of San Jose. If you 

see a vacant building or home that can be accessed 

by vandals or homeless persons, fill out a form 

online and submit it along with your name, phone, 

address and a description of the problem. Other al-

leged violations can also be reported. To access the 

form, go to: https://secure.sanjoseca.gov/ 

codeEnforcement/blightreport.htm. 

Below, the structure of merit house at 152 (or 156) Ter-

raine Street. The mixed-use development at 180 St. James 

Street has applied for a permit to demolish this structure. 
(Photos: Gayle Frank) 
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Continuity is distributed to over 500 San Jose preservationists, homeowners and decision-makers. It’s a great way 

to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must supply 

camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 
 

Buy ads in 6 issues and SAVE! Plus, all multiple-issue ads come with a free membership!  

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

Business Card  

Single issue $50 

3 issues $120 

    

    

1/4 Page  

Single issue $100 

3 issues $250 

  

  

1/2 Page  

Single issue $200 

3 issues $450 

Full Page 

Single issue $375 

3 issues $700 

        

    

    

    

    

 Mar  17   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House 

 April 21  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House 

 Feb  10  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, Annual Meeting and Election of Officers, 6:30 - 8 pm.   

     History San Jose, Pasetta House 

PAC*SJ 2014 Calendar 

 May  19  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House 

 Jun  16  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House 

    

PAC*SJ Movie NightPAC*SJ Movie NightPAC*SJ Movie NightPAC*SJ Movie Night    

SponsorsSponsorsSponsorsSponsors    

Barracuda NetworksBarracuda NetworksBarracuda NetworksBarracuda Networks    

Sylvia CarrollSylvia CarrollSylvia CarrollSylvia Carroll    

Gayle FrankGayle FrankGayle FrankGayle Frank    

Ellen & John GarboskeEllen & John GarboskeEllen & John GarboskeEllen & John Garboske    

 

Thank You!  

Nina & Brian Grayson Nina & Brian Grayson Nina & Brian Grayson Nina & Brian Grayson     

Lani & André LuthardLani & André LuthardLani & André LuthardLani & André Luthard    

Sharon & Jay McCauleySharon & Jay McCauleySharon & Jay McCauleySharon & Jay McCauley    

            Helen StevensHelen StevensHelen StevensHelen Stevens 
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 Movie Night Fun 
PAC*SJ was pleased to host another of our famous Movie 

Nights on November 14th. The event was held at the San Jose 

Woman’s Club at 75 South 11th Street. Guests brought vin-

tage pot luck dishes from the 1950s era and many wore attire 

suggesting the 40s and 50s. 

The movie, produced by Bill Foley and the Fruit Cocktail 

Club, consisted of fascinating excerpts from the film archives 

belonging to the California Pioneers of Santa Clara County. 

Narrators Joe Melehan and Jim Zetterquist were on their 

game, tossing out relevant facts and trivia questions. Tim 

Peddy controlled the film footage and stopped the action 

when someone had a question. 

The guests saw images of the long-gone Vendome Hotel 

with many horse-drawn carriages leaving for one of the fa-

mous Mt. Hamilton expeditions. The movie footage revealed 

prune picking, constructing lug boxes, cannery action and 

setting out apricot trays for drying in the sun. We saw 

downtown San Jose at different decades and identified his-

toric buildings, many gone and some remaining. Then there 

were sports car races from mid-century and trains chugging 

in and out of the station. The film was a nostalgic trip 

through our valley. Every few minutes, someone in the audi-

ence chimed in with “I was there” or “I remember that.”    

                 (Cont’d p. 19) 

Masters of Ceremonies and narrators of vintage 

films, Joe Melehan and Jim Zetterquist  

from The Fruit Cocktail Club.  

Right, 

Lynda  

Sereno  

slices her 

amazing 

“Bridge 

Loaf” for 

guests to 

sample. 

 

Left, Beth  

Wyman and 

Brian  

Grayson 
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After the film, awards were announced by 

the judges from History San Jose’s Portraits 

of the Past, Mary Martin, Nancy Martin 

and Jo Ann Renk. The winning vintage at-

tire for the women’s category was Sharon 

McCauley. André Luthard won as best 

dressed man in a vintage outfit. 

The outstanding vintage dishes brought to 

the pot luck by the guests were quickly 

sampled. Judging the most nostalgic and 

tasty recipes was difficult for the judges—

everything was so delicious. The award for 

best salad was presented to Jocelyn 

Stephen for her Chicken-Celery-Olive 

Salad. The best main dish was awarded to 

Lynda Sereno for her Bridge Loaf. When it 

was announced, guests enthusiastically 

asked her to describe the ingredients. The 

best dessert award was given to Sylvia Car-

roll for her Polka-Dot Pudding. Finally the 

favorite of the evening was awarded to 

Susan Turngren for her Persimmon Bread 

Pudding with Lemon/Brandy Sauce. Yum. 

PAC*SJ thanks our partners, San Jose 

Woman’s Club, The Fruit Cocktail Club, 

the California Pioneers of Santa Clara 

County and the volunteers who helped 

with this event.  �        

 Movie Night (Cont’d) 

Above,  

André  

Luthard  

 

 

 

 

 

Left,  

Ellen  

Garboske  

  

Sharon McCauley 

Left, Movie 

Usherettes 

and judges, 

Nancy  

Martin,  

Mary  

Martin &  

Jo Ann Renk 
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HL-92-58; Glein-Fenerin Building, 65 (59-69) Post St. 

The Glein-Fenerin Building is one of San Jose’s oldest com-

mercial structures and for much of its history it served as a 

saloon and sometimes a bordello (the upstairs had four bed-

rooms.) It even had a swinging door at the entrance. Early 

descriptions of the saloon mention live canaries perched on a 

dead tree at one window, resulting in the nickname, the 

“Bird Saloon.”  

It was built around 1873 and its address was originally El 

Dorado Street. In early days, El Dorado Street held many 

Here is the next San Jose Landmark from the City list. Check 

previous Continuity issues for earlier landmark descriptions 

at www.preservation.org.  

Above, close view of corner column and capital. 

   

Left, the Glein-Fenerin Building at 65 Post St. 

Exploring San Jose Landmarks       
upright businesses but as First Street flourished, El Dorado 

Street deteriorated to saloons, bordellos and liquor stores. By 

the early 1900s, citizens and businesses complained about the 

activity of prostitutes and drunkards hampering everyday 

life. It was time to clean up the street’s image. As part of that 

effort, El Dorado Street was renamed Post Street. 

 In 1881 through 1905, the San Jose Directories list the struc-

ture as owned by a shoemaker, Eugene Votzenlogel. First he 

called it the Orpheus Saloon and later named it the “Eugene 

Votzenlogel’s Saloon and Bath House.” Subsequent names 

for the establishment included P.H. Sullivan’s Saloon (1905-

1913), A.C. Bassie’s Saloon (1913-1916), Billy Finley’s Saloon 

(1916-1920, 1933-1955), Billy the Barber (speakeasy & bootleg-

ging, 1920-1933),  and Ace loan Company (1955-1990).   

           ( Cont’d pg. 21) 
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Exploring San Jose Landmarks (Cont’d)       
The Fenerin family owned the build-

ing for much of the last century. Origi-

nally Billy Fenerin called the bar 

Finley’s because the Fenerin name was 

too difficult to pronounce. The build-

ing remained in the Fenerin family 

until 1991.  

The building sat vacant between 1990 

through 1997. It was purchased by Joel 

Wyrick and Judy Pearson in 1991 and 

was nicely restored. It opened as 

WAVES Smokehouse and Saloon in 

1997. After WAVES closed, the mag-

nificent bar, a 1900s Brunswick bar 

made of Honduran mahogany with a 

remarkable stained-glass dome was 

removed. And the small plexiglass 

rectangle on the floor allowing a view 

of the early marble gutter spittoon is 

no longer there. Currently the build-

ing serves as a gay nightclub called 

Splash, a video dance bar.   

The Italianate Victorian is a narrow two-story 

structure with attractive triangular pediments 

above the double hung windows at the façade.  

The second story’s elaborate decoration in-

cludes engaged columns and square pillars 

topped with ornate capitals. Molding and intri-

cate brackets embellish the cornice   

On the ground floor there are two large en-

gaged Corinthian columns, one at the corner 

and the other at the west wall. Small-paned 

windows sit above the doors and larger win-

dows of the lower façade. The west wall facing 

Lightson Street has five richly decorated win-

dows at the second story and ornamental mold-

ings and engaged pillars at street level.  �  
 
     (Photos & text: Gayle Frank)   

Above, the highly decorated second-story façade at 65 Post Street.  

In early days when it was El Dorado Street, prostitutes  

would sit at the windows, beckoning customers. 

Below, the decorative moldings and pillars on  

the west wall of the building facing Lightson Alley.  
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Notable Quotables 
 

“In the end, the character of a civilization  

is encased in its structures.”  

       – Frank Gehry, Renowned Architect   

  

“We have always valued the role of  
preservation in preserving community  
character and honoring those who came  
before us. Our civic ancestors built the  

structures that define our community today.” 

        – Jim Kelly, Executive Director,  

          4Culture, King County, WA 

  Charitable Donations 

Taxpayers who are age 70 ½ or older are required to 

withdraw a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 

from their IRA and 401K retirement accounts.  The 

good news is that IRA and 401K owners can make 

qualified charitable distributions up to $100,000 in 

2013, and therefore bypass the taxation on that do-

nated portion of their required distribution. PAC*SJ 

is a qualified 501(c)(3) charitable institution. 

 

 

   

   

    

Merry Christmas !Merry Christmas !Merry Christmas !Merry Christmas !    



Continuity, Winter 2013                   www.preservation.org Page 23 

 

 

PAC*SJ Membership Application   

 Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Membership Application 

Name(s)________________________________________ 

Telephone(s)________________________________ ___ 

Address________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 
 

Email _________________________________________ 

Members who do not provide email addresses can not receive timely 

 notices of news, announcements and events. PAC*SJ will not   

   release your contact details to others without your consent.   

 

New Member________  Renewing Member_______

 Please circle the level at which you wish to join:  

   

   

  

   

Individual     $40 

Family     $55 

Non-profit or School     $25  

Contributor     $100 

Patron     $250 

Benefactor     $1,000 

Student or Senior (over 65)     $25 

Join at the $100 level or above and receive a special 

premium, Signposts Revisited, by Pat Loomis or the 

PAC*SJ’s 20th Anniversary DVD produced by Bill 

Foley. Join at the $250 level or above and receive both. 

 

Please check if you would like to receive  

a book or DVD at the $100 level:  

Signposts Revisited____ or  DVD____ 

or both items at the $250 level. 

I am enclosing $___________ as an extra donation to 

PAC*SJ for a total amount of $ ___________    

I am interested in working with the following  

volunteer opportunities (please circle): 

Advocacy     Programs/Education  

Fundraising    Events     

Membership    Board Member  

Newsletter    Public Relations 

   

Complete and return with your check to:  

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

  1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

Phone: (408)-998-8105         info@preservation.org                                                                         
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 1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

The Preservation Action Council of San José 

(PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San José’s architectural 

heritage through education, advocacy and 

events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good for 

our quality of life, good for business, and good 

for the environment. We aim to integrate a 

strong commitment to historic preservation into 

the land use and development decisions of the 

City of San José that affect historic resources, as 

well as into the private decisions of property 

owners and developers. We try to bring owners 

and developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

      PAC*SJ 2013 Board    

 Staff: Brian Grayson, Executive Director 

NON-PROFIT  
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Like Us On Facebook! 

Happy Holidays from PAC*SJ!Happy Holidays from PAC*SJ!Happy Holidays from PAC*SJ!Happy Holidays from PAC*SJ!    


