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SJ Fire Dept. Celebrates 157 Years  

On January 27th, 2011, the San Jose Fire Museum (SJFM) hosted an open house to cele-

brate the 157th Anniversary of the San Jose Fire Department (SJFD). The event was held 

at the Museum Warehouse at 1661 Senter Road in Building D1. Over 200 people  

attended the evening which included a light meal, tours of the museum and a cere-

mony commemorating the moment. The President of the San Jose Fire Museum Board 

of Directors, John A. McMillan, was the Master of Ceremonies and the ceremony  

included comments from San Jose Firefighters Local 230 and SJFD Fire Chief Willy 

McDonald. The ceremony concluded with the ringing of seven different fire bells     

located throughout the museum from different antique fire apparatus.  

The SJFM has received donations of some very important SJFD historical items over the 

past couple of years and this celebration was an opportunity to share them with the 

SJFD and the public at large. First, after our official request, the City of San Jose gifted 

two significant surplus fire apparatus that served the SJFD for the past 20 to 30 years. 

One of the apparatus was formerly Engine One, a 1990 Mac Fire Engine and the second 

apparatus was a 1981 American LaFrance Fire Truck that was called a quint because of 

its flexibility to serve as both a fire engine and fire truck. Through private donations we 

also received log books from Empire Engine Company No. 1 & Franklin Engine Com-

pany No. 3 that date back to the 1870s, along with the Constitution of Hook & Ladder 

Company No. One, written in 1854. The Museum Board of Directors also purchased a 

Franklin Engine Company No. 3 Fire Helmet. All these items were on display at the 

157th Celebration.              (Continued on page 2) 

Historical  

photos,  

artifacts and 

documents are 

exhibited at the 

SJ Fire  

Museum at 

1661 Senter Rd. 



Continuity, Spring, 2011    PAC*SJ  1650 Senter Rd, San José CA 95112-2599      www.preservation.org Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is published quarterly by the 

PRESERVATION ACTION COUNCIL OF SAN JOSE 

The opinions expressed by contributors are not  

necessarily those of PAC*SJ itself. 

Editors: Gayle Frank & Julia Howlett 

 Please submit your letters, comments and suggestions  to  

info@preservation.org  OR 

1650 Senter Rd, San José CA 95112-2599    

© 2011 Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

 

PAC*SJ is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization  

SJ Fire Dept. Celebrates 157 Years (Cont’d)  

During the evening, we announced the official 200-year anniver-

sary of our 1810 James Smith Hand Pumper. This pumper 

served on the East Coast but was very similar to hand pumpers 

that were used in San Jose during the mid and late 1800's. We 

recognized Retired Fire Captains Sam Seibert and the late Joe 

Paradiso, who purchased the 1810 Hand Pumper back in 1970 

and then gifted it to the San Jose Fire Department. Today, this 

hand pumper is worth over $300,000. Sam, now 92 years old, 

and his wife Sheila were present to witness a small brass plaque 

noting their contribution permanently displayed on the 1810 

James Smith Hand Pumper. 

 The SJFM also unveiled "The Fire Wall of the SJFD". This will 

become a permanent display that will be continuously 

updated.  It includes separate areas dedicated to the 

history of SJFD Fire Chiefs, a memorial to San Jose 

Firefighters who died in the Line of Duty, an updated 

list of those retired San Jose Firefighters who have 

died dating back 35 years (SJFM plans to update this 

and go back a lot further in time), and recognition to 

our Memory Companies that served together for a sig-

nificant time in our departments history. Finally, we 

introduced "The Institution of Extramen."  This is a 

program that was created back in 1876 when San Jose 

became a paid fire department. Because we were short 

on paid staffing, the City selected volunteers to be 

Extraman and were assigned to each fire company in San Jose. To-

day, the SJFM has unveiled this program to recognize both active 

and retired San Jose firefighters who are making significant mone-

tary donations to our cause of saving the history of the San Jose Fire 

Department. There are over 160 individuals that will receive this rec-

ognition during this year and 53 of them attended this event and 

received their Institution of Extramen Certificate and Lapel Pin. 

Also that evening the SJFM recognized key volunteers that were 

very deserving of the Volunteer of the Year Award for 2010. This is 

an award that the SJFM agreed would only select up to 2 individuals 

per year. Since we have delayed this recognition for the past 3 years, 

we decided to award 8 individuals that have provided significant 

service to our organization.  The award went to Ed DelPrete, John 

Whitaker, Fred Moezzi, Scott Boucher and Brian Cheng from the  

               (Continued on page 4) 

The 1810 James Smith Hand Pumper.  

Left, Inside the San Jose Fire Museum. 
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 Executive Director’s Message 

Everyday we hear how 

bad the City of San Jose’s 

budget situation is.  Lay-

offs, reductions in city 

services, and staff salary 

reductions are all on the 

table. 

The dire circumstances 

will affect all of us in 

various ways. In particu-

lar, historic preservation 

efforts will suffer due to 

a lack of staff and fund-

ing.  

While no one wants to 

lose needed services or their favorite program, some areas 

can be cut without permanent damage to the city. Among 

those cuts that will potentially cause irreparable harm will 

be the loss of funding for historic preservation programs. 

The loss of any historic structure is one more piece of San 

Jose history that can never be returned at such time as the 

budget picture improves. If we fail to protect what we have 

now we run the risk of losing important buildings forever. 

I suppose the argument could be made that in difficult times 

everything has to be sacrificed, including one-of-a-kind his-

toric buildings. That debate will take place as the difficult 

budget decisions are discussed. 

In an effort to determine just how bad things are, we asked 

Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio, now the liaison to the 

City’s Historic Landmarks Commission, to provide his in-

sight about how the crushing city deficit will affect preserva-

tion programs.  

His email responses to our questions paint a very bleak pic-

ture for historic preservation over the next year and beyond. 

Some of our questions and the Councilmember’s responses 

are below: 

Preservation Action Council: How is historic preservation in 

San Jose affected in the next few years by budget cuts, di-

minished staff and reduced meetings of the Historic Land-

marks Commission? 

Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio: Drastically.  We really no 

longer have much in the ways for historic preservation. Only what   

 State law mandates which is not even a full-time person. 

PAC*SJ: What will your role be as Historic Landmarks 

Commission Liaison?  

PO: Similar to my role with the Library commission -- to be the 

connection between the commission and the Council. 

PAC*SJ: What has happened to the Distinctive Neighbor-

hood Program? 

PO: Frozen. No staffing to implement ordinances which require 

outreach and legal review. 

In addition, since The City does layoffs 100% based on seniority 

and 0% on merit/performance, we have lost, through the layoff 

process, many of those excited and skilled about historic preserva-

tion in the Planning Department. Council will consider chang-

ing this March 1st. 

PAC*SJ: If the Redevelopment Agency is eliminated, how 

will that affect historic preservation in San Jose? 

PO: There will be zero dollars left to restore old buildings. 

PAC*SJ: When will Pellier Park be developed as promised? 

Our patience is wearing thin. 

PO: Do not know for certain, however likely in 2012. 

Councilmember Oliverio’s responses speak for themselves. 

Things do not look good for historic preservation in San 

Jose. 

In an effort to blunt some of the impending doom, we have 

established monthly meetings with the City Planning De-

partment. We hope these discussions will keep certain is-

sues on the radar and prevent even more losses of our his-

toric structures. 

There are a few bright spots in an otherwise dreary outlook 

for the future. One such area is the Millard Sheets mural at 

the airport. At one time it appeared this historic mural was 

destined for destruction, but through the efforts of the 

City’s Public Art Program a plan was devised to save and 

relocate the mural. 

The latest update on that project is they are moving ahead 

for the reinstallation of the mural in the airport at the Inter-

national Gates. The contractor is taking the lead in reinstal-

lation of the work under the supervision of Tony Sheets, 

Millard Sheets’ son.                 (Continued on page 4) 

Brian Grayson  
Photo: Silicon Valley Community Newspapers 
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Executive Director’s Message (Cont’d)  
 The work is to be framed and mounted on sheetrock with 

strippable wallcovering adhesive that  will allow removal in 

the future.  The finished, framed installation will have a pro-

file that extends 3” off the face of the wall. Tony Sheets has 

been retained to inspect the mounted mural, clean it as nec-

essary and touching up of the painted surface as necessary. 

The arches at the top of the mural have been removed to al-

low for siting in the new location and very little detail was 

lost.  In the near future a display will be designed with ex-

planatory text to establish a historical context for the mural.   

As 2010 concluded we had some changes in the organization 

I wanted to acknowledge. Anne Stahr, a former Board mem-

ber, and most recently handled the financial books for us, 

moved on to pursue other activities. During her time with 

us, Anne brought a new level of professionalism to our 

bookkeeping and accounting practices. Many thanks to 

Anne for all of her efforts on our behalf. 

As the year ended, we said good-bye to longtime Board  

member, André Luthard, who left the Board after more than 

16 years of service to PAC*SJ. Although André has left the 

Board he will continue to make himself available to us to 

share his expertise and passion for preservation. He was a 

leader in saving the River Street Historic District and guided 

us during the process that allowed us to become a minority 

owner in the project. 

As André moves on to other activities in his personal and 

professional life, I want to extend our thanks to him for all 

he has given to PAC as well as to the City of San Jose. 

We are currently looking for interested and dedicated people 

to serve on our Board. If you have the passion and the inter-

est, please contact the office for more information or go to 

our website: www.preservation.org.  �      

    

Brian Grayson, Executive Director, PAC*SJ 

community. We also selected Fire Captain Jerry Durk, Retired Fire Captain Sam 

Seibert and Retired Firefighter Dave Wood from the SJFD. Ed DelPrete was also 

recognized with an Individual Partnership by becoming the first  member of the 

Alert Hose Wagon No. 2 for his years of service and financial donations. 

The SJFM Board of Directors also announced that this anniversary would become 

an annual event hosted by the SJFM. They also noted that a committee will be or-

ganized to start the planning for a San Jose Fire Department 160th Firefighters Ball 

in January of 2014. In January of 2004, a committee hosted the SJFD 150th Firefight-

ers Ball with over 1,000 people in attendance. The guests included U.S. Senator Bar-

bara Boxer, Santa Clara County Supervisors and the Mayor and   (Continued on page 5) 

SJ Fire Dept. Celebrates 157 Years (Cont’d)  

1899 American Steamer at the  

SJ Fire Museum 

Seen in the SJ Fire Mu-

seum, the rare 1914 

Knox-Martin tricycle 

tractor which replaced 

horses that pulled the 

1899 American 

Steamer (seen in far 

left photo). 

Photos: Courtesy of  

SJ Fire Museum 
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Liquid Agency Receives Golden Nail Award  

City Council members from the City of San Jose. From a historical perspective, the SJFD started hosting a Firefighters Ball in 

the 1800's and continued through the 1930's We are not sure when the Ball finally ended, but the event was brought back in 

2004 with great success.  Many San Jose firefighters, both active and retired stated that it was the event of their career.     

On January 27th, 1854, The Common Council of the City of San Jose officially passed  Ordinance #239 to organize the San Jose 

Fire Department and create the first organized company called Hook & Ladder Company No. 1. One hundred and fifty seven 

years later, we came together to reflect on the history of a fire department that has had a major part in the history of the City 

of San Jose.  �                   

                       John McMillan, President   

                       San Jose Fire Museum Board of Directors 

SJ Fire Dept. Celebrates 157 Years (Cont’d)  

The Golden Nail Award (pictured below) was presented  by 

the San Jose Downtown Business Association to Alfredo 

Muccino, one of the co-founders of Liquid Agency. The 

Golden Nail Award states it is  awarded for “Excellence in 

Beautification, 2010. “    

The Award distinguishes owners of commercial buildings 

that have helped to beautify the downtown business dis-

tricts through renovation projects.  In other words, 

“sensitive rehabilitation,” as defined by Kent Mather, the 

Downtown Design Committee Chair. 

The Victorian brick building, at 448 So. Market Street, was 

purchased by Liquid Agency in 1995 and since then, has 

contributed toward the neighborhood improvement.   The 

two-story building (pictured before and after on right)  has 

blended the modern with the historic styles.  The First 

Street entrance is completely renovated; the Market Street 

entrance will be upgraded in the near future.  Liquid 

Agency helps companies develop the strategic platforms 

that are a requirement for successful branding programs.   

The building renovation project was designed by jcaArchi-

tects Inc. at 2096 Lincoln Avenue.  �  

Source: http://www.liquidbrandexchange.com/ 

Liquid Agency building, So. First Street Entrance 
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 Detained at Liberty’s Door: The Story of Liberty Lost on Angel Island, and a Legacy Regained 
An exhibit now showing at the California History Center, De Anza College, Cupertino, January 28, 2011 through June 24,2011 

 

The California History Center, in conjunction 

with the Chinese Historical Society of America, 

proudly presents Detained at Liberty’s Door: 

The Story of Liberty Lost on Angel Island, and a 

Legacy Regained. This exhibit traces the forma-

tion of the Angel Island Immigration Station and 

highlights the inspiring story of Mrs. Lee Yoke 

Suey, the wife of an American-born citizen, who 

was detained for over 15 months on Angel Is-

land. Only an association with one of Califor-

nia’s most powerful and iconic families secured 

her freedom. 

The South Bay premier of this traveling exhibit 

will also feature a look at one of San José's Chi-

natowns. Known as Heinlenville, this planned 

Chinese American community was established 

in 1887 near today’s Japantown. Using maps and 

photos, and through the interpretation of arti-

facts gathered from archeological excavations, 

this exhibit provides a glimpse into the daily life 

of those immigrants who gained their freedom 

and settled in the South Bay area.  � 

The Story of Liberty Lost on Angel Island   

Exhibit Hours: Tuesday – Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 

4:00 p.m.   

Mondays and Fridays by appointment. 

Special Saturday hours to be announced. 

For more information contact: Tom Izu, (408) 864-8986, izutom@deanza.edu 

Left and above, photos of exhibit at the  

California History Center. 

(Photos: Robert Walker) 
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Preservation Kudos    

 

Trinity Cathedral’s 150th Anniversary 

Kudos to Trinity on their 150th Anniversary, celebrated on 

February 27th.  It is the 148th anniversary for their historic 

structure on No. Second and St. John Streets.  

The Trinity Parish was formally established in 1861 and is 

documented in a “carefully preserved leather minute book 

that is still a treasured possession of the Parish.”  Rev.      

Sylvester Ethridge, an energetic young man from the East, 

became the rector.  The small community gathered in a 

building used as a courtroom on Market Street and then as 

numbers grew they moved to the larger space on the second 

story.  Finally they purchased the plot of land on Second and 

St. John Streets, land belonging to Major L. J. Hensley and 

near the Vendome Hotel. 

The original Trinity Church was built out of redwood and 

Douglas fir, facing St. John Street.  A sea captain, John C. 

Hammond, who was a member of the parish, built the struc-

ture to his own design.  The interior resembles a ship and 

has withstood huge storms and earthquakes over the years.   

The building formed a rectangle with a steep, hipped roof.  

The original stained glass windows, ordered from Doremus 

of New York, remain and light penetrates through the 

Church with warm red, blue, green and gold tones.  The first 

service was held in the new Church in December of 1863. 

Sadly, the Rev. Ethridge died a few months later. 

By 1876, the congregation outgrew its small building so it 

was cut in half, pulled apart by teams of horses and now  

faced No. Second Street.  This doubled the available space to 

600 seats. The interior was rebuilt and the bell tower was 

constructed.  Later, in 1884, church rooms, a higher tower 

and spire were added. 

In the late 1940s to early 1950s, the City of San Jose was on a 

mission of Urban Renewal. Some of the streets looked like a 

war zone.  They wanted to get rid of all the “old buildings 

and churches around St. James Park.”  At this time Trinity 

was in disrepair and many of the parishioners lived away 

from the Downtown.  The Church considered selling to the 

City of San Jose and building a new structure in the Rose 

Garden area.  It has been said that the Moses Schallenberger 

daughters, Dr. Margaret McNaught and Frances Schallen-

berger, came to the rescue.  The ladies explained to the 

Church congregation that their parents helped build the 

Church, they were baptized, confirmed, and Margaret was 

married in the Church.  Consequently, their wills were re-

written to leave a large sum to Trinity to be used for mainte-

nance of the aging structure.  If the building was sold or de-

molished the money would revert to remaining heirs.  Pres-

ervationists extend our gratitude to the late Schallenberger 

sisters for their important contribution to saving the historic 

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral. 

Trinity is a San Jose City Landmark and is a contributing 

structure to the St. James Historic District, (see page 18.) � 

Early Trinity with ivy and wooden fence from “San Jose’s 

Historic Downtown.”  Top, Trinity Cathedral  

pictured in 2009 (G. Frank).    
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Preservation Kudos  
Cottle/Lester Farm To Be Agricultural Park 

The Cottle/Lester farm property was originally part of the 

Bernal family’s exten-

sive Rancho Santa 

Teresa.  Edward Cottle 

purchased the land in 

1864 and then deeded 

350 acres to his son, 

Martial Cottle.  The 

flat, fertile land was 

used for cattle,  grow-

ing grain and row 

crops and was eventu-

ally left to Martial’s 

daughter, Ethel Cottle.  

Subsequently, Mar-

tial’s grandchildren, 

Edith and Walter Lester inherited the farm.  Walter Cottle Les-

ter transferred the site to the State and the County in 2003 with 

the stipulation that the farm remains for agricultural use and 

education.  The Lester family wanted to ensure that farming 

traditions remained alive.  

The site has 32 

acres reserved 

as a life estate 

for Walter Les-

ter, age 85, 

while 136.5 

acres have 

been trans-

ferred to the 

State of Cali-

fornia and 

153.3 acres to 

Santa Clara 

County.  The 

property in-

cludes “a stately historic house, barns, out buildings, four 

wells, dirt roads, and historical farm equipment.”   The house, 

pictured above, is reported to have been built in 1878 but has 

been improved over the years.  More recently the land has sup-

ported orchards, grasses, grains, livestock, and vegetables.  

The property is surrounded with suburban developments, con-

dominiums, shopping centers, a school and a senior center.  

Branham Lane, Snell Avenue and Chynoweth Avenue border 

the land on three sides 

The Lester family deeded the farmland to the County of 

Santa Clara providing that it is used for “agricultural his-

torical education with commercial agriculture and low-

intensity recreation al-

lowed in so far as they re-

late to this primary focus.”   

Plans for the Park are 

ready and must be ap-

proved; their implementa-

tion will take several years.  

The County will manage 

the project.  Plans include 

an interpretive center near 

the entrance from Snell 

Avenue and plots of land 

will be leased to the public.   

It is exciting to have such a resource in Santa Clara Valley 

that enlightens our knowledge of our agricultural history.  

The City of Santa Clara lost their chance for such a facility 

(BAREC.)  The County now has an opportunity for preserv-

ing our farming past with Martial Cottle Park, thanks to 

Walter Lester.  �                 (Picture cont’d on page 9) 

Source: Urban Edge Agricultural Parks Feasibility Study, Final Report 

Phase I: Feb., 2005.  SAGE: Sustainable Agriculture Education in part-

nership with USDA Risk Mangement Agency, Community Outreach 

and Assistance Partnership Program.   

Landscape at Cottle/Lester Farm 
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Preservation Kudos   

 

The Cottle Park Project, 

left, is bounded by Bran-

ham Lane (top), Snell 

Ave. to the right and 

Chynoweth Ave.  At the 

lowest point, Highway 

85 touches a small  

portion of the farmland.  

The small right lower 

block is the 32 acre Life 

Estate for Walter Lester, 

where his historical 

home and outbuildings 

are located. 

Postscript to Mid-Century ATO House  

In the last issue of Continuity (Winter, 2010), an article 

described the mid-century ATO House, at 202 So. 11th 

Street, coming back to life in September, 2010.  PAC*SJ 

has learned that we have a connection with the ATO Fra-

ternity House.   

One of PAC*SJ’s past presidents, Rick Sherman, who was 

also an ATO alum, was an important contributor to the 

design of the house back in 1961-1962.  He worked 

closely with Bill May to ensure the structure met the 

needs of a large fraternity.   

Rick was a vital member on the PAC*SJ Board for two 

years and was elected President in February of 1999. He 

was a well respected studio potter and his love of art and 

form fit well with his interest in preserving historic struc-

tures.  He passed away on August 27th, 1999.   � 

The ATO House in 1962, 202 So. 11th St. 

(Photo: Courtesy of Jim Thompson) 

Cottle/Lester Farm 

(Cont’d) 
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Preservation Kudos   

The Millard Sheets Mural was reinstalled at the Mineta International Airport, Terminal B, 

on February 15th, 2011. 

(Photos: San Jose Office of Cultural Affairs—-Public Art Program)    

 Airport Mural 

The preservation community is grateful that our mural, 

painted in 1976-1977 by Millard Sheets, presenting Santa 

Clara Valley history, has been installed in the new Terminal B 

of the Mineta San Jose International Airport.  There was much 

concern over the possible loss of this treasure when Terminal 

C was demolished.  Thankfully the mural was saved by the 

artist’s son, Tony Sheets, in July of last year.  The mural was 

re-hung near Gate 15 on February 15th with repairs and touch-

ups completed by February 17th.   Now travelers arriving or 

departing from the San Jose Airport can appreciate our long 

and unique history in this wonderful piece of art.   

Previous articles on the mural can be found in past issues of 

Continuity (Spring 2010 and Fall 2010.)  �  
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PAC*SJ Garage Sale Coming Up  

 SPRING HOUSE CLEANING ALERT! April 14-16th 

Start gathering those items that you no longer need: Grandma's aprons and 

old dishes, birthday and wedding presents you never used, sports equipment 

that Junior has outgrown, an old boyfriend's parting gift, and bring them to 

Garage and Salvage Sale Headquarters at 260 South 13th Street. We are col-

lecting now for the Spring 2011 Sale. Of course, we are always looking for old 

house parts to recycle into a new generation of “Home Huggers.” 

All proceeds support Preservation Action Council's education projects, tours 

and research. 

On Thursday, April 14th, we set up and sell from 10-3 PM. Weekend hours are 

Friday, April 15th, 7 AM to 7 PM and Saturday, April 16th, 7AM to 3 PM.  

Contact Patt Curia at (408) 294-3599 or pcuria@sbcglobal.net  

to volunteer, donate or request a pick up.  �  

PAC*SJ Member Reception is Friday,  

April 15th from 5—7 PM.  

Become a PAC*SJ Board Member 

PAC*SJ is looking for qualified applicants 

to be considered for openings on our Board. 

Help us pursue our mission of preserving 

the architectural heritage of San Jose and 

assist us in educating homeowners, devel-

opers, and decision-makers about the im-

portance of historic preservation.  
 

If you think you would be interested, 

please review the Board member                 

requirements and application on our  

website, www.preservation.org.    

If you have questions, call us at  

408-998-8105.  We hope to hear from you. 

Now Available 

PAC*SJ’s 20th Anniversay  

DVD  
Produced by Bill Foley 

 

Featuring Karita Hummer, Paul Bernal, Jack Douglas,  

Ellen Garboske and Brian Grayson.  

This inspiring DVD about the early days of PAC*SJ is a 

gift at the $100 PAC*SJ membership level (see page 23) 

or can be purchased for $15 on its own plus $3 for post-

age and handling. To purchase call the office at 408-

998-8105 or send a check to: PAC*SJ, History Park,  

1650 Senter Road, San Jose, CA   95112.  
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PAC*SJ Calendar 2011 

Continuity is distributed to over 600 San José preservationists, homeowners and decision-makers. It’s a great way 

to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must supply 

camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 
 

Buy ads in 6 issues and SAVE! Plus, all multiple-issue ads come with a free membership!  

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

Business Card  

Single issue $50 

3 issues $120 

    

    

1/4 Page  

Single issue $100 

3 issues $250 

  

  

1/2 Page  

Single issue $200 

3 issues $450 

Full Page 

Single issue $375 

3 issues $700 

        

    

    

    

    

Apr.  18  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.   History San Jose, Passetta House 

Mar.   21  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting & delayed 2010 Annual Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.   

     History San Jose, Passetta House 

Nov  4  Friday, PAC*SJ Celebration & 2011 Annual Meeting, 6 - 10 pm.   

     San Jose Woman’s Club, 72 N. 11th St. 

May  16  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Passetta House. 

Jul    18  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Passetta House 

 

Other Events of Interest 

April 30-May 1st, Willow Glen Home Tour;  www.sjdn.org or mdobbs77@gmail.com 

May 21st 10 am-4 pm, Hanchett Park Heritage Project Home Tour; www.hanchettpark.org 

May 28th & 29th , Tapestry Arts Festival,  History Park at Kelley Park, 1650 Senter Rd.; www.tapestryarts.org/ 

Sep  19  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Passetta House 

Oct  17  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Passetta House 

Aug  15  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Passetta House 

Nov  21  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Passetta House 

Jun   20  Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Passetta House. 

Apr. 14-16  PAC*SJ Garage & Salvage Sale, Thurs 10-3, Fri. 7-7, Sat. 7-3 at 260 So. 13th St. 
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New Digs for PAC*SJ 
On February 7th, the 

PAC*SJ Board of Directors 

held their Board meeting at 

the Pasetta House, History 

San Jose. This will now be 

PAC*SJ’s new headquar-

ters.  Please note our new 

address will be 1650 Senter 

Road, San Jose, CA, 95112.  

Our phone number will 

remain the same. 

The Board enjoyed pizza, 

salad and home-made 

cookies while discussing 

preservation issues.  Sur-

rounding us were beautiful 

paintings on the walls, part 

of the latest exhibit of   

historic, local art presented 

by History San Jose. 

 

 

The Pasetta House Exhibit 

Presently History San Jose is celebrating the 5th anniversary of 

the Leonard and David McKay Gallery at the Pasetta House.  

The exhibit will run through Sept. 18th, 2011.  Among Leonard 

MacKay’s many talents and interests, he collected local art for 

their artistic contribution and as a valuable historic record of 

our Valley.  The many pastoral and structural painted scenes 

that no longer exist in Santa Clara Valley can be enjoyed on 

Saturdays and Sundays from 11 am to 4 pm.  The exhibit in-

cludes paintings by Andrew P. Hill, Charles Harmon, Vida 

McCracken, Frances Malovos, Louis Lussier, Marques Reitzel, 

Frances Cutting and the collective works of A.D.M. Cooper. 

The Cooper exhibit chronicles the life and times of this well-

known artist from the early 1900s. 

The Pasetta House Background 

The Pasetta House was moved to History Park in 1985.  The 

restoration of the house in 2004 was made possible by a generous gift from the Pasetta family.  This Neoclassic Rowhouse 

(where a row of identical or mirror-image houses share side walls) was built around the turn of the 20th century and was oc-

cupied by the Mateo Pasetta family.  The house was donated to History Park by Mateo Pasetta’s grandson.   �  

Pictured at our Feb. Board meeting from left, Eric Thacker, Joe Melehan, Brian Grayson, Bill 

Foley, Jim Zetterquist and Judi Henderson.  Present at the Board meeting but not pictured were 

Patt Curia, Ellen Garboske, Judy Stabile, Julia Howlett and Gayle Frank. 

Pasetta House at History Park  (photo: History San Jose) 



Continuity, Spring, 2011    PAC*SJ  1650 Senter Rd, San José CA 95112-2599      www.preservation.org Page 14 

 

 

Visit Historical Sites Digitally  
Now you can visit Silicon Valley’s historic sites digitally.  David Laws has de-

veloped an “app” called “Silicon Valley Roots & Shoots” (see photo on right.)  

The virtual tour includes over 125 sights with a mapping feature and a gener-

ous dose of photos.  Included are many locations of early tech businesses that 

heavily impacted our digital world.   Laws’ “app” sells for $1.99. 

David Laws worked in the local semiconductor industry for 40 years and now 

volunteers at the Computer History Museum in Mountain View.  He is inter-

ested in telling the stories of the people in Silicon Valley, their work, and if and 

how they changed our lives.  �  

 Eureka and Sonoma; close enough for Bay Area resi-

dents to easily visit.  On-line maps and points of interest 

in each of the Destinations are accompanied by images 

and videos at http://www.preservationnation.org/travel-

and-sites/travel/dozen-distinctive-destinations/.   

You can also vote for your favorite destination and share 

comments on line about your experience. 

The National Trust describes Sonoma’s most unique his-

toric site; the two-story Blue Wing Adobe from the 1850s 

and the most historic hostelry in California.  For Eureka, 

they describe the nation’s best original Victoria-era com-

mercial districts and the “Jewel of Eureka” – the Carson 

Mansion. 

So, San Jose -  here is more evidence that historic preser-

vation is recognized nationally, enhances tourism and 

benefits business.  �  

Each year the National Trust for Historic Preservation issues a 

list of travel destinations for the history aficionados and preser-

vationists.  They describe the program as “recognizing cities and 

towns that offer an authentic visitor experience by combining 

dynamic downtowns, cultural diversity, attractive architecture, 

cultural landscapes and a strong commitment to historic preser-

vation, sustainability and revitalization. In each community, resi-

dents have joined together and taken action to protect their 

town’s character.” 

The 2011 Dozen Distinctive Destinations are:   

Alexandria, Virginia    Chapel Hill, North Carolina  

Colorado Springs, Colorado      Dandridge, Tennessee   

Eureka, California     Muskogee, Oklahoma 

New Bedford, Massachusetts Paducah, Kentucky 

Saint Paul, Minnesota   San Angelo, Texas 

Sheridan, Wyoming    Sonoma, California  

Note that there are two “Distinctive Destinations” in California,  

 2011 Dozen Distinctive Destinations 

Visit the Intel Computer Museum, located in the Robert Noyce Building 
at Intel's headquarters in the heart of Silicon Valley.   

Hours are Mon-Fri  9-6; Saturdays 10-5.   
Admission and parking are free. 

Intel Computer Museum, 2200 Mission College Boulevard 

Santa Clara, CA  408-765-0503 www.intel.com 

Notable Quotables 

“Architecture should speak of its time and place, but yearn for timelessness.”  

- Frank Gehry, American architect, born, 1929. 
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Remembering George Espinola by April Halberstadt 
George Espinola, architect and architectural historian died 

suddenly on December 20 at the age of 49. His untimely 

passing was caused by an apparent heart attack. His imme-

diate family included his wife, his two sons (one married) 

and one grandson. George was one of six children from a 

Portuguese family who settled in the city of Santa Clara be-

fore WWII.  

George was an authority on the architectural work of Frank 

Delos Wolfe and Charles McKenzie, and George’s research 

on them was published in 2004 as “Cottages, Flats, Buildings 

& Bungalows: 102 Designs from Wolfe & McKenzie”. This 

book is already a classic and has become a basic reference for 

history researchers in Santa Clara County. 

I have known George so long that I cannot really recall how 

we met. We were probably introduced through a reference 

librarian at the old California History Room when the library 

was on West San Carlos.  I know it must have been more 

than twenty five years ago; it seems like I have known him 

forever. 

I met George because he was working in the California His-

tory Room every Monday night, meticulously searching the 

microfilmed newspapers for any scrap of information about 

Frank Wolfe and his possible relationship with Frank Lloyd 

Wright. George, a graduate of the architecture department at 

Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, was enamored of Frank Lloyd 

Wright. George had a theory that there was a direct connec-

tion between Wright and Wolfe. George had always been 

interested in buildings and had noted a number of Santa 

Clara Valley houses that were reflections of Wright’s impor-

tant Prairie style.  

The reference librarian introduced us. It might have been 

John Kensit or perhaps George Kobiyashi, both local history 

enthusiasts themselves. The librarians knew that I had been 

working on the background of all the houses in Naglee Park, 

a neighborhood adjacent to San Jose State, and knew George 

and I had a lot to talk about.  

George had already found a copy of the famous Wolfe & 

McKenzie pattern book, the Book of Designs, in the state 

library in Sacramento and photocopied a working copy for 

himself. I had already spent many hours in the County Re-

corder’s Office listing all of the certificates of completion for 

San Jose houses built between 1900 and 1910, so when the 

two of us got together, we discovered we had a large and 

important pool of primary data. I finally just handed George 

my notebook, as sloppy and as incomplete as it was, because   

I had construc-

tion dates and 

lo cat io ns  o f 

scores of Wolfe & 

McKenzie houses 

in San Jose.  

Back then, I don’t 

think George had 

any idea how big 

a job lay before 

him. He might 

have thought the 

Book of Designs 

contained all of 

the best Wolfe & 

McKenzie build-

ings, and once 

researched, he 

would have a 

good grasp of the 

subject. He soon 

discovered that Frank Delos Wolfe and Charles S. McKenzie 

had not only created hundreds of houses but scores of sig-

nificant business buildings as well. And he went on to find 

out that the Wolfe family included three generations of local 

builders and designers, and had made a substantial contri-

bution to the built environment of San Jose. 

So way back then, George set off on his research journey and 

I continued on mine. In addition to his interest in Wolfe & 

McKenzie, he would call from time to time to share other 

interesting discoveries. He knew that I was a research histo-

rian and he was always very generous with information that 

he knew would be helpful. 

One of George’s best discoveries turned out to be critically 

important to a landmark house on the San Jose State campus. 

It was George who discovered that the Scheller House, once 

nearly demolished by San Jose State, was in fact designed by 

one of California’s earliest and most important architects, 

Theodore Lenzen. George found a reference to the building 

permit showing the house was built in 1904 for the Lion-

Scheller family and his discovery could not have come at a 

more opportune time. George’s information was critical to a 

lawsuit that had been filed against San Jose State by the Pres-

ervation Action Council, a suit that eventually saved the  
                  (Continued on page 16)

  

George Espinola, 1961-2010 
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Remembering George Espinola (Cont’d) 

house. Today the house has been fully restored and is used 

as the SJSU Associated Students office, thanks to George’s 

effort.  

I think the Scheller House was an important turning point 

for George – he began to see how critical his research and 

information could be. And so he began a new level of re-

search, locating not only every Wolfe & McKenzie house, but 

also researching the clients listed in the Book of Designs. Ar-

chitectural research in San Jose had finally come of age. 

Over the years, George and I would sometimes meet to share 

information. I had once discovered that modernist architect 

Irving Gill, most noted for work in San Diego and Los Ange-

les did a very early residence in Santa Clara County. I men-

tioned it to George, who not only found the house but dis-

covered that it had already been demolished.  

When I was the director of the Saratoga Museum, George 

and I once again shared research information. He sent me a 

list of West Valley houses that he considered “missing” and I 

was able to patch together some information about many of 

them. His list, in turn, provided some critical information 

about the builders of houses that I knew were important, but 

could not find in the usual references. It was George who 

discovered that the Parson’s House, a brown-shingle bunga-

low in Saratoga, was a Wolfe & McKenzie house, and that 

Charles McKenzie had built Saratoga’s first bank. It was 

George who uncovered two more Saratoga structures de-

signed by Emily Williams, an early local architect whose 

work is finally being appreciated. 

The Preservation Action Council of San Jose (PAC*SJ) and 

the San Jose Woman’s Club were proud to support George in 

his work. The Woman’s Club hosted several book-signings 

and lectures for George, and he in turn, blessed us with his 

talks and building tours of our club house, designed in 1928 

by Wolfe & Higgins. George was also interested in Higgins 

since George grew up in the same Santa Clara neighborhood 

as the Higgins’ family and often passed the Higgins’ family 

home on his way to school. 

My last long conversation with George regarding Higgins 

and other Santa Clara designers was this summer. George 

was featured at a book-signing and lecture at the annual San 

Jose Woman’s Club ice-cream social. After the event we 

talked a bit about the new house he had moved into and 

how excited he was to research the provenance of the struc-

ture. He was very pleased to find that his house had a Portu-

guese past, because his heritage was always close to his 

heart. 

George’s work guarantees him a permanent place in the his-

tory community in San Jose. The research work that he did 

in reprinting the Book of Designs is his “landmark”. It has 

quickly become the standard reference, used by every per-

son interested in the heritage of their home. There is some-

thing immortal about a history reference book of this type – 

George has achieved something that will live forever. I am 

proud to have known him.  �  

April Halberstadt 

George Espinola’s book on Wolfe & McKenzie 

Designs from 1907. 

The Preservation Action Council has created the George 

Espinola Memorial Fund and is now receiving tax deductible  

donations to preserve his architectural legacy and to continue his  

educational interests. Funds may be used to encourage printing his 

books, educational tours, research into the works of his favorite  

architects and more. Please take this opportunity to support George's 

efforts to educate the community about San Jose's architecture.  

 

Checks, payable to Preservation Action Council of San Jose, may be 

sent to: PAC*SJ, History Park, 1650 Senter Road, San Jose, CA 

95112. Please indicate the donation is for the George Espinola Memo-

rial Fund. PAC*SJ is a 501 c 3 non profit organization and donations 

are tax deductible as permitted by law. 
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       In Memoriam — Goodwin Steinberg 

Goodwin Steinberg, a prominent Bay Area architect 

passed away on December 14th, 2010 in Palo Alto.  

He was 88 years old.  For fifty years he and his firm, 

Steinberg Architects, have influenced local architec-

ture with homes, libraries, hotels, corporate build-

ings, places of worship, high-density housing, mu-

seums, community centers and Stanford projects.  

Mr. Steinberg restored the historic Santa Clara 

County Courthouse on First Street and volunteered 

as a design advisor for the Guadalupe River Park. 

Mr. Steinberg studied architecture with Mies van 

der Rohe at Illinois Institute of Technology and re-

ceived a degree in architecture from the University 

of Illinois in 1947. He received a scholarship to 

study architecture at the Palace of Fountainbleau in 

France 

Today, Steinberg Architects is an international ar-

chitectural firm with offices in Shanghai, Los Ange-

les, San Francisco and San Jose. 

Examples of Goodwin Steinberg’s architectural de-

signs and artwork can be seen at: 

http://colornotemusic.com/Color%20Note%20Musi

c/story_thumbnails_1.htm 

Mr. Steinberg’s memoir, “From the Ground Up: 

Building Silicon Valley” (Stanford University Press, 

2002), chronicles his professional and personal life 

and is illustrated by his many projects.  �  

Goodwin Steinberg (on right) talks with Brian Grayson (PAC*SJ Exec. 

Director) at the distinctive Los Altos Hills synagogue, Congregation 

Beth Am.  Steinberg designed the main structures in the 1960s and led a 

tour of the complex for PAC*SJ Board Members in 2009. 

(Photo: G, Frank) 

The bad economy and a constantly decreasing budget have profoundly affected the San Jose Historic Landmarks Commis-

sion (HLC).  The January HLC meeting was cancelled because there were no issues to discuss.  The March 2nd meeting was 

cancelled because there was a lack of staff resources to prepare the agenda materials.  The HLC hopes to meet again by June.  

The 2011 HLC Commissioners are: Patricia Colombe – Chair, Dana Peak – Vice Chair, Steven Cohen, Heather Jackson, Robert 

Abatecola, Tania Nunez, and Ramiro Torres.  They meet at San Jose City Hall, 200 E. Santa Clara St. 

Their website is http://www.sanjoseca.gov/planning/historic/.  HLC agendas, meeting synopsis, archives 

and landmark information are just a few of the many topics of information on their website. 

Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio has been appointed the 

new San Jose City Council Liaison to the Historic Landmarks 

Commission.  � 

Hard Times for San Jose’s HLC 

Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio, 

City Council Liaison to the San Jose  

Historic Landmarks Commission 
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Exploring San Jose Landmarks   
Here is the next San Jose Landmark from the City list.  Check 

previous Continuity issues for earlier landmark descriptions 

at www.preservation.org. 

HD84-36; St. James Historic District, San Jose 

St. James Square was 

originally designated 

by Chester (Charles 

A.) Lyman, in his 

1848 official survey 

of the City of San 

Jose.   This designa-

tion, between First to 

Third Streets and St. 

James to St. John 

Streets, had not be-

gun to be landscaped until about 1868 to compliment the 

prestigious Santa Clara County Courthouse that faced the 

Park from First Street.   

It is thought that the renowned Frederick Law Olmstead, the 

famous Landscape Architect who designed New York City 

Central Park, laid out diagonal and peripheral walkways, 

planted trees, and named it St. James Park.  According to 

1890 historical photos, the Park exhibited crosswalks radi-

ated from a large central fountain, curved paths and dense 

plant life consisting of a great 

variety of trees, bushes, 

shrubs and flower beds.  See 

diagram at left. 

The St. James Park became an 

important area for the con-

struction of major public and 

private buildings surrounding 

it. It also served as a popular 

site for public gatherings and 

demonstrations.  Famous and 

infamous congregations in-

cluded political gatherings, 

labor rallies (1931-1933) and the lynching, on 11/26/33, of 

John Holmes and Thomas Thurmond, who were accused of 

kidnapping and killing Brooke Hart.   

Monuments have been erected on the park grounds to honor 

President William McKinley, who was assassinated four 

months after speaking at St. James Park on May 13, 1901 and 

Senator Robert Kennedy, who was assassinated three  

months after speaking at the park on March 23rd, 1968.  

There is also a memorial to General Naglee, a well-known 

local pioneer, constructed by his two daughters in 1915. 

In 1955, the continuation of North Second Street divided the 

east and west portions of the park and the original fountain 

at the center was removed.   A new, smaller fountain, similar 

to the original, was constructed in 1988 at the south side of 

the Park, along with new brick paving and the planting of 

more trees.  A playground was added around ten years ago 

and remains in place. 

The St. James Park Senior Center, built in 1973 on the north-

east quadrant of the Park, has been recently demolished with 

community approval and according to the Park’s Master 

Plan of 2002.  The Senior Center transitioned to nearby Roo-

sevelt Community Center.  At present a security fence sur-

rounds the area but soon the landscape will be upgraded 

with a grassy area, a small plaza, seating and tables. 

For more information on the 2002 St. James Park Master Plan 

go to http://www.sjredevelopment.org/stjamesimprovements.html. 

The St. James Park is the city's most significant urban open 

space and a key element in the St. James Historic District, 

which became listed as a National Register Historic District 

in 1978 and a city landmark in 1984.  There are eight contrib-

uting structures to this Historic District.  Listed below and 

traveling clockwise around the park they are as follows. 

1) The Santa Clara County Courthouse (1866), on No. First 

St., was designed by architect Levi Goodrich.  The opulent 

and ornate civic building was built with the hope that it 

would become the capitol building    (Continued on page 19) 

Vintage postcard of St. James Park and central fountain 
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Protestant church in San Jose.  A great example of carpenter 

Gothic religious architecture in the western U.S.  It was con-

structed by John W. Hammond and has a dark redwood in-

terior with ornate carvings, beams and trusses.  It is San Jose 

Landmark HL77-6. 

8) San Jose Post Office (1933), on the corner of No. First and 

St. John Streets, sits on the former site of the prestigious St. 

James Hotel dating from the 1890s. The Post Office was a 

WPA project and exhibits beautiful artisan décor.  This 

            (Continued on page 20) 

for the state of California.  A 1931 fire badly damaged the two-

story structure with a large central dome. It was repaired by add-

ing a third story instead of the replacing the dome.   

2) First Church of Christ Scientist (1904), on St. James St., is a rare 

San Jose example of a design by California’s renowned architect, 

Willis Polk.  This Classic style features four large columns in front 

and a dome. 

3) The Sainte Claire Club (1893), on St. James St., was designed by 

A. Page Brown.  The Club was organized by former SF Mayor 

Senator James D. Phelan as a meeting place for local businessmen.  

This Mission Revival architectural style features a tile roof 

and arched entryways. 

4) Scottish Rite Temple (1924), on the corner of St. James 

and No. Third Streets, was the neo-classical temple for the 

Masonic Order.  The three-story structure displays Egyp-

tian ornamentation.  It is now the San Jose Athletic Club 

and is San Jose Landmark HL77-5. 

5) First Unitarian Church (1891), on No. Third Street,  

was designed by local architect G.W. Page.  This Roman-

esque Revival design has four domes, a large triple 

arched stained glass window, two towers and a circular 

chapel.  It is San Jose Landmark HL77-8. 

6) Eagles Hall (1900), on No. Third Street, was the Ma-

sons first temple and later became the home of the Eagles 

Order. Today, only the façade remains. The building was 

a fine example of Greek revival architecture in San Jose. 

7) Trinity Episcopal Church (1863), on the corner of No. 

Second and St. John Streets, is the oldest permanent  

Exploring San Jose Landmarks  (Cont’d)  

Vintage postcards: Top is view along N. First St. with the former 

St. James Hotel facing the Park.  Above, St. James Park showing 

curved paths, lush trees and plants, and the central fountain. 

Present day view of St. James Park looking toward N. First 

St.  The Santa Clara County Courthouse can be seen on the 

             right.                     (Photo: G. Frank) 
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Exploring San Jose Landmarks  (Cont’d)  
Spanish Colonial style, with terra 

cotta facing and a red tile roof, was 

designed by Ralph Wykoff. 

Unfortunately there was, until re-

cently, a ninth significant structure, 

the former Letcher’s Garage on the 

corner of No. First and St. James 

Streets.  This structure, next door to 

the First Church of Christ Scientist, 

was demolished in March, 2010, to 

make way for high-density housing.   

The 1905-1907 garages were an early 

example of the use of expansive 

wood trusses and had segmental 

arched windows and large, steel fire 

shutters within old brick walls   � 

      

Sources: Historical Footnotes of Santa Clara 

Valley, Jack Douglas, 1993 and, 

http://www.stjameshistoric.org/ 

What happened to HL86-33? - Addendum  

In the last issue of Continuity (Winter, 2010), we described what hap-

pened to HL86-33.  The Planning Department records for that land-

mark application in 1986 said the structure was the C. J. Harrison 

House at 897 E. Jackson St. Imagine this Editor’s surprise when our 

Board Member, Eric Thacker, told me it was his house and it is land-

marked (HL05-151) as the Morrill Residence (formerly the Briar Rose 

Inn.) Apparently the original research back in 1986 was done on the 

wrong house.   

The correct research describes the house as Eastlake style with four 

bedrooms and a garden cottage.  It was built in 1887 by John C. 

Morrill and designed by Joseph O. McKee.  Morrill was an orchard-

ist and later started the Garden City Lumber Co. 

More about this lovely home when its number comes up much later 

in our “Exploring San Jose Landmarks.” 

It just goes to prove, you can’t believe everything you read. 

              G. Frank 

 897 E. Jackson St. became HL05-151 in 2005 

with the correct research.  

View of northeast quadrant of St. James Park where the Senior Center has been      

removed and new grass, tables, seating and a small plaza will be installed.  In the 

background is the San Jose Athletic club, formerly the Scottish Rite Temple on N. 

Third and St. James Streets.    (Photo: G. Frank) 
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INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS AND 
SERVICES (IPS) 

San Jose State University  

 International House,  

360 South 11th Street, San Jose  
A multicultural residence where 70 SJSU students, both 

domestic and international, live in a homelike atmos-

phere with an emphasis on intercultural communication 

and learning.     408/924-6570 

 

Study Abroad and Exchange Programs  

408-924-5931 

 

International Students and Scholars 

408-924-6579 

Adobe Systems  

Incorporated 

 

 

12 South First Street, Suite 229 

San Jose, CA 95113 

Ph. 408-295-1563 

Catered Catered Catered Catered     

Too!Too!Too!Too!    

PAC*SJ Movie Night  

  

 

Watch for our popular Movie 

Night coming this Spring.  

Details soon.  
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PERFORMING ARTSPERFORMING ARTSPERFORMING ARTSPERFORMING ARTS    

EXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITESEXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITESEXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITESEXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITES 

CONFERENCE CENTERCONFERENCE CENTERCONFERENCE CENTERCONFERENCE CENTER 

VERSAILLES COURTYARDVERSAILLES COURTYARDVERSAILLES COURTYARDVERSAILLES COURTYARD    

 

Planning a special event or meeting, or looking for an elegant,  

professional office space for your small business… 

 

Le Petit Trianon Theatre, an elegant, historic building with 

wonderful acoustics and a storybook setting, is ideal for 

your event planning or business needs. 

 

The Main Theatre seats 348  

the Keith A. Watt Recital Hall seats 80. 

Our Banquet Hall can accommodate up to 150, and the brand new 

Versailles Courtyard can hold over 200 people for outdoor receptions. 

Our Executive Office Suites are approximately  150 square feet. 

 

 

We are located near the new Civic Center Plaza at  

72 N. 5th Street in downtown San Jose, just walking distance 

from the new San Jose City Hall, SJSU, County Court House, St. 

James Post Office, restaurants and retail outlets. 

 

Please contact us at (408) 995-5400 or visit our website at 

www.trianontheatre.com for more information. 

The California Pioneers of Santa Clara County 

FILM ARCHIVEFILM ARCHIVEFILM ARCHIVEFILM ARCHIVE    

    

Do you have films Do you have films Do you have films Do you have films 

from the from the from the from the     

30’s? 40’s? 50’s? 30’s? 40’s? 50’s? 30’s? 40’s? 50’s? 30’s? 40’s? 50’s? 

60’s?60’s?60’s?60’s?    

    

The California Pioneers of Santa Clara County are assem-

bling a FILM ARCHIVE of the history of Santa Clara Val-

ley, and it is your films that will form its backbone.  We 

are extremely interested in your old films of historic 

events, places and people.  Future generations will be able 

to see San Jose as you saw it and understand history in a 

way that still pictures cannot express.  Film doesn’t last 

forever, and under the wrong conditions can decay 

quickly.  The Pioneers have the equipment, expertise, and 

facilities to digitally convert, exhibit, and store films, pre-

serving them for future generations and allowing you to 

view and share them more easily.  16mm, 8mm, Super8 or 

VHS footage is welcome and can be returned to you after 

being digitally converted.  In return we will provide you a 

DVD copy of your film.  To lend or donate your films to 

the California Pioneers and to posterity, please contact Bill 

Foley at iamsparatacus@gmail.com or 408-317-8249. 

    

The Luthard Family is a proud supporter 

of the Preservation Action Council of San 

José and its guardianship of our local  

historic resources. 

Lani, André, Madeline and Markus Luthard 

San José, California 

and 

Jane and Karl Luthard  

San Jose, California 
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Preservation Action Council of San Jose   

 PAC*SJ Membership Application 

 Name(s)____________________________________________ Telephone(s)________________________________ 

 Address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 E-mail__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We are using email as much as possible to notify members about news and events.  Not providing an email address  

will make it more difficult for us to contact you about our important activities. 

          New Member________   Renewing Member_______  

Please circle the level at which you wish to join:          

   Individual     $40 

Family     $55 

Non-profit or School     $25  

Contributor     $100 

Patron     $250 

Benefactor     $1,000 

Student or Senior (over 65)     $25 

Join at the $100 level or above and receive a special premium, the recently published book, Signposts Revisited,  

by Pat Loomis or the newly produced PAC*SJ’s 20th Anniversary DVD by Bill Foley.   

 

Please check if you would like to receive a book or DVD at the $100 level: Signposts Revisited____ or  DVD____ 

I am enclosing $___________ as an extra donation to PAC*SJ for a total amount of $ ___________    

I am interested in working with the following Committee(s) (please check): 

  Advocacy           Programs/Education       Fundraising 

  Events        Membership 

Complete and return to: 

Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

Phone: (408)-998-8105                                                                           
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 1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

The Preservation Action Council of San José 

(PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San José’s 

architectural heritage through education, 

advocacy and events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good 

for our quality of life, good for business, and 

good for the environment. We aim to 

integrate a strong commitment to historic 

preservation into the land use and 

development decisions of the City of San José 

that affect historic resources, as well as into 

the private decisions of property owners and 

developers. We try to bring owners and 

developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

      PAC*SJ 2011 Board    

 Staff: Brian Grayson, Executive Director 

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 384 

SAN JOSE, CA 

Judith Henderson, Vice President—Advocacy 

Gayle Frank, Vice President—At Large 

Judy Stabile, Treasurer 

Julia Howlett,  Secretary & Webmaster 

Joseph Melehan, Executive Board Member 

Helen Stevens,  Executive Board Member 

Advisory Board 

Patricia Curia 

Ellen Garboske 

Eric Thacker 

Jim Zetterquist 

 

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal, Esquire 

Jack Douglas 

Ken Fowler 

April Halberstadt 

Alan Hess 

Karita Hummer 

Rusty Lutz 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

Gil Sanchez, FAIA 

Keith Watt 

Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Join now or Renew your membership today!!  

Or Current Resident 


