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Prairie Homes Are a Hit   
On August 

18th, the Wolfe 

& Wolfe Prai-

rie Homes in 

San Jose took 

center stage. 

The Tour and 

the Pre-Tour 

Gala were 

sold out a few 

days before 

the event. It 

appears the 

public is   

anxious to see the interiors of these modern looking houses that were built in the early 

twentieth century. Some of us didn’t realize how many of these unique homes were 

built and have survived the wrecking ball. In the printed program there are 22 local 

Prairie homes listed to drive by in addition to the descriptions, history and photos of the 

eight homes on the Tour. 

The Prairie homes are distinct with their flat roofs, stained glass windows, horizontal 

lines and elegant cabinetry and woodwork. It’s difficult to imagine the introduction of 

this architectural design in San Jose as early as 1912, standing next to the Victorian la-

dies, the Italianates and the arts and crafts bungalows that populated neighborhoods. 

Visitors on the Prairie Homes Tour were able to view the trademarks of Frank Delos 

Wolfe and his son Carl such as built-in buffets and cabinets with stained glass doors, 

classical Greek wood moldings and trim, and spacious rooms with excellent flow pat-

terns.  

Even though the eight houses on the Tour are decorated and furnished differently, each 

gives an open, comfortable atmosphere with plenty of light. Dining rooms are spacious 

and elegant while living rooms display their stained glass windows above the entrance 

(called clerestory windows,) high ceilings, interesting fireplaces, and large picture win-

dows, unusual for the times. Decorative tiles and scrollwork add to the homes’ beauty. 

The original glass chandeliers and reproductions in some of the houses reflect multi-

colored hues when turned on and off.          (Cont’d on page 2) 

The Hageman House, one of 8 Prairie homes on the tour  
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Prairie Homes  (Cont’d)  

Each of the houses on the Tour also displayed a great variety 

of art and collectables that was in itself an enjoyable exhibit. 

But usually it was the house characteristics that garnered 

“ooohs and ahhhs” from the visitors.  

Seventy volunteer docents staffed the eight houses plus an-

other group worked at the boutique at the 16th Street house. 

Over 700 tickets were sold; ticket sales were halted a few 

days before the event to ensure the houses would not be-

come overcrowded. Approximately 150 visitors traveled 

lengthy distances to view the San Jose Prairie houses, com-

ing from Modesto, Danville, Walnut Creek, Gilroy, Castro 

Valley, Concord, Hayward and Pittsburg.        

PAC*SJ was thrilled that the  descendents of E. L. Wolfe, the 

builder and brother of Frank D. Wolfe attended the Wolfe & 

Wolfe Homes Tour and the Post Party. They traveled from 

Brentwood and Reno to honor their prominent ancestors 

and experience the Wolfe designs. 

• David Michetti won the artistic house rendering,        

donated by Patrice Greene (dzignit.com) 

• Lisa Golkar won the International food basket with 

Wolfe & Wolfe Tour logo aprons, designed and donated 

by Sylvia Carroll  

• Bob Pasetta won one of the two George Espinola books 

on F.D. Wolfe architecture, donated by Edith Espinola 

• Gina America won the second of George Espinola’s 

books, donated by Edith Espinola. 

• Karyn Neujahr won the arts & craft framed tile mural, 

donated by Craftsman Tiles (craftsmantiles.com) and 

Sharon McCauley. 

PAC*SJ thanks the Chair of the Prairie Homes Tour and 

Gala, Krista Van Laan, and the committee for the long 

preparation and hard work to make this major effort a great 

success. We are grateful to the homeowners who graciously 

opened their homes to show the world the beauty of the 

Wolfe & Wolfe homes. We also thank the many other volun-

teers, docents, sponsors, supporters and the many visitors 

who walked through these wonderful houses. 

Home owners who opened their homes for the Tour were: 

Krista Van Laan        Mark Hapner  

Keith and Laurie Hall       John and Judy Turner 

Marc Morris and Victoria Thomas  Michael Segovia and  

Reuven Dawer and Patricia Lohoff  Steve Hinderberger 

Lynnea Hagen          (Cont’d on pg. 5) 

The Wolfe family left to right: Jane and Peter Wolfe, David 

Dunham, Ann Wolfe Murray, & Cathy Wolfe Voortman.  

(Peter and David are the grandsons of E. L. Wolfe.)  

At the conclusion of the Tour, a post-party for the docents 

and volunteers was held at the home of Krista Van Laan, the 

Homes Tour Chair, to review the day, celebrate the success 

and choose the winning tickets for the opportunity drawing. 

The drawing winners were:  

• Rebecca Crans won the pillow, donated by Wende 

Cragg (appliqueartistry.com) 

• Patt Curia won the arts and crafts vase, donated by 

JWArt Pottery (jwartpottery.com)  
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 Executive Director’s Message 
 This has been one of our 

busiest years ever and we’ve 

still got several months to go. 

We have presented events of 

interest to our members and 

the general community with 

the goal of educating and 

highlighting the importance 

of historic preservation.  

Our series of Walking Tours 

earlier in the summer high-

lighted three distinct areas of 

the city – Alviso, historic 

Japan Town, and the 

Hensley District. Under the 

leadership of Board Member 

Sharon McCauley these 

tours focused on the architectural diversity we have in San 

Jose and the rich cultural history that is spread out over the 

City. 

We featured an evening with author Ron Tanner in July at the 

historic San Jose Woman’s Club. Ron shared stories from his 

latest book about restoring a former fraternity house in       

Baltimore. 

Our biggest event of the year was the recent Wolfe & Wolfe 

Homes Tour and Gala. Organized by Krista Van Laan and her 

hardworking committee, the event drew over 700 people from 

all over the Bay Area and beyond. 

The extraordinary level of interest in this tour emphasizes the 

importance of protecting our historic resources. It also shows 

the economic impact that historic tourism can have. Just think 

if San Jose promoted its historic resources instead of keeping 

them somewhat of a secret, how many people might visit and 

spend money at our restaurants, museums, etc.  

Many people stopped for lunch and other activities during the 

daylong event. Not only were people educated about the    

architecture of Wolfe & Wolfe and their impact on San Jose 

architecture, they also brought revenue into the City. 

The interest was so high that many people during the tour and 

afterwards have asked when we will be doing another similar 

event. Perhaps some day San Jose will be able to offer regu-

larly scheduled tours of our historic neighborhoods and high-

light specific architects like Wolfe & Wolfe. 

While we don’t have specific plans for our next tour we will  

begin discussions soon to review the possibilities. Thanks to 

everyone who attended the Wolfe & Wolfe tour and for your 

kind words of support for this type of event. 

And we can’t forget our extremely popular garage sales under 

the guidance of Patt Curia and her dedicated team of workers. 

We have held several of these events that have developed into 

a recycling and neighborhood social event – many wonderful 

items can be found here as well as the opportunity to mingle 

and visit with neighbors. 

In addition to thanking everyone involved in presenting and 

attending our many events this year, I also want to thank 

graphic designer Lisa Wangsness for her ongoing efforts on 

behalf of PAC*SJ. Lisa is always willing to do what is needed 

and provides us with wonderfully designed pieces such as our 

brochure and our new membership application. 

Coming up in November will be our always popular Movie 

Night. More details about the evening can be found elsewhere 

in this newsletter. 

Events are not the only thing we are doing though. We con-

tinue to monitor development in the City for potential impacts 

to historic resources as well as other preservation related is-

sues.  

We have raised our concern over the possible renaming of the 

historic Sainte Claire Hotel. More information is available 

about this elsewhere in this issue, but suffice it to say there is a 

chance that the Sainte Claire name could disappear just as the 

Montgomery Hotel name has vanished. 

We are also watching what happens with the Century Thea-

ters and the Retro Dome. These classic mid-century buildings 

are in danger due to potential development. Perhaps there will 

be a way to save one or more of these structures and reuse 

them in some manner that will serve the needs of the City and 

the developer. It is early in the process so now is the time to 

contact your Councilperson and express your concern over the 

potential loss of these buildings. 

You can see it has been a busy year. Thanks to everyone who 

attended our events, renewed their membership, and/or vol-

unteered to help. Welcome to our new members and thanks 

for your interest and support. 

I hope to see you at one of our events soon and don’t forget to 

follow us on Facebook.  �  

           -Brian Grayson 

             Executive Director 

             PAC*SJ 

Brian Grayson in  front of  

First Church on St. James St. 
Photo: Silicon Valley Community Newspapers 
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  What’s In a Name? – The Sainte Claire 

 Are we about to lose the historic name of 

one of our treasured old hotels? The 

Sainte Claire Hotel has been purchased 

by Starwood/ Wolff Urban Development, 

LLC. PAC*SJ has sent letters to both Star-

wood and Wolff explaining the signifi-

cance of the name and its important role 

in San Jose history. We have been told the 

Sainte Claire name may remain but noth-

ing has been committed to writing. On 

line the property is referred to as the 

“Westin San Jose.” Councilmember Sam 

Liccardo has informed PAC*SJ he will 

advocate to keep the Sainte Claire name 

as part of the title. 

“The Sainte Claire” meant the classiest 

hotel in San Jose for many decades. It was 

the most desirable location for weddings, 

meetings and celebrations. T. S. Mont-

gomery, a real estate mogul and devel-

oper, bought the old Eagle Brewery on 

Market and W. San Carlos Streets and 

envisioned an up-scale district in San 

Jose. He built the elegant Sainte Claire 

Hotel (1926) where Eagle Brewery was 

situated and the Sainte Claire Building 

(1925) on S. First Street and W. San Car-

los. In his day, Montgomery developed 

much of South First and Second Streets 

(i.e., Montgomery Hotel, Twohy Build-

ing, and the California Theatre.) Mont-

gomery was referred to as the “Father of 

Downtown.” He was also responsible for 

the Civic Auditorium (1934), many other 

buildings, and for developing the Naglee 

Park and Hanchett neighborhoods. 

The name “Sainte Claire” appeared ear-

lier in our local history when the promi-

nent businessmen in San Jose and the 

surrounding towns organized their 

“Gentlemen’s Club” in 1888. According 

to the story of the Sainte Claire Club ("A  

“The Sainte Claire” neon sign in 

front of the hotel rises from  

the 2nd to 4th floor exterior.  

Centennial History of The Sainte Claire  
Club", 1888-1988, by James D. Hous-

ton) the members were looking for a 

club name that could be identified with 

the area so Santa Clara was consid-

ered. But they preferred  changing the 

gender to male and switching from 

Spanish to French. Thus the name in-

cluded variations such as St. Clair, Ste. 

Claire, and Saint Claire but they finally 

adopted Sainte Claire as their official 

moniker. Later in 1893, Senator James 

D. Phelan built the Club’s Mission   

Revival building, on N. Second and St. 

James Streets. 

T. S. Montgomery’s new downtown 

hotel project included many prominent 

stock-holders and they were most 

likely members of the Sainte Claire 

Club. So it is conceivable that they 

would eagerly use the Sainte Claire 

name for their most lavish hotel. The 

St. Claire name was even used for a 

local Cadillac agency.   

In 1926 and the following decades, the 

sophisticated Hotel Sainte Claire raised 

the image of San Jose beyond its 

“prune-town” status. But by the 1970s 

the hotel had deteriorated. Fortunately 

the building was meticulously restored 

and rehabilitated in the 1990s to give 

us the landmark we have today. 

Preservationists and the community 

have been disillusioned in the past 

when Starwood changed the name of 

the Montgomery Hotel, a San Jose City 

landmark. All references to Montgom-

ery Hotel have been removed from the 

building and its signs now only say 

“Four Points.”           

       (Cont’d on page 5) 
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Right, Post Party at the Caputo House. Note the chandelier 

and stained glass cabinets. (Photos & text: G. Frank) 

This is a loss to our city’s history and diminishes 

the landmark. Let’s ensure that the Sainte Claire 

Hotel name is preserved along with our notable 

city landmark.   �  

      

Source:” Historical Footnotes of Santa        

Clara Valley,”  Jack Douglas, 1993.  

 

Right, “The Sainte Claire” name in gold color 

above the front entrance of the hotel. 

(Photos & text: G. Frank) 

What’s In a Name? (Cont’d) 

         

The Col House on the Wolfe & Wolfe Prairie Homes Tour 

Prairie Homes   (Cont’d) 

Wolfe & Wolfe Prairie homes. Over a period of 35 years, 

Frank Delos Wolfe designed many different architectural 

styles in local homes, schools and other buildings. He part-

nered with Charles McKenzie from 1899-1910 and after the 

Wolfe & Wolfe period (1912-1916), later joined William Hig-

gins from 1918 until he died in 1926.   �  

This event was dedicated to the late George Espinola who 

was the original Frank Wolfe expert and advocate. He is 

greatly missed. PAC*SJ hopes that this Tour illustrates the 

value and interest in historic preservation in San Jose. 

The website, www.frankdeloswolfe.com, has a wealth of 

information and photos on Frank Wolfe, his work and the  
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Community Fired Up Over Mt. Um  
 The public had an opportunity 

to learn more about the three 

proposals for the Mount 

Umunhum radar tower project 

on July 18th at the Quinlan Cen-

ter in Cupertino. And they 

showed up in force with stand-

ing room only. Parking was not 

to be had unless you went fur-

ther down Stelling and parked 

on a side street. 

The hosts, Midpeninsula      

Regional Open Space District, 

invited their consultants (Page 

& Turnbull) to present the 

plans and proposals for the 

Mt.Umunhum public destina-

tion. One consultant said he was 

overwhelmed by the high num-

ber of interested citizens in   

attendance. Models and posters were displayed to illustrate 

the proposals submitted and the groundwork performed to 

date. 

The Open Space District suggested three proposals for the 

3,486 foot mountain top and its radar tower. 

 1) Retain the radar tower and seal it.  

2) Raze the radar tower and leave the 

ground floor footprint (62’ x 62’) open for 

historic exhibits with partial walls and no 

roof. 

3) Completely remove the radar tower 

and foundation. 

One primary argument for demolishing the 

radar tower was cost. The cost of bringing the 

tower back to code, completely sealing it and 

annual maintenance was higher than tearing 

it down. Several members of the public ques-

tioned the figures and estimates, suggesting 

that they were inflated and inaccurate.  

The twelve million dollar project, including 

road improvements, will serve hikers, bikers, 

equestrians, campers, and picnickers. Inter-

pretive features on the history of the Ohlone 

Indians and the Air Force 

Radar Station will be in-

cluded in the public space 

on top of the mountain. 

The public was invited to 

speak after the presenta-

tion by the consultants. By 

10:00 pm only half of the 

attendees who wanted to 

speak had their two min-

ute chance at the micro-

phone. Only two atten-

dees out of twenty-nine 

who spoke before 10:00 

favored the razing of the 

tower. By then a break 

was needed so many peo-

ple left. The remaining 

public who wished to 

speak after 10:00 were 

then allowed only 30 seconds each because time was limited. 

Proponents for the tower each gave their personal reasons 

for saving it. Some of those reasons were 1) to save a piece of  

              (Cont’d on pg. 7) 

PAC*SJ member Beth Wyman and Basim Jaber, both  

spoke at the Midpen Open Space District meeting,  

strongly in favor for keeping the radar tower. 

Exhibit poster for retaining and sealing the radar tower (Photos: G. Frank) 
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Community Fired Up (Cont’d) 

 Radar tower sits on top of Mt. Umunhum and  

serves as a beacon and historical reminder  

for Santa Clara County residents. 

 Foam model of mountain top with radar tower-on exhibit at 

community meeting. Tower was removed  to  

show other alternatives during presentation. 

(Photo: G. Frank) 

 Photo: Basim Jaber 

history for the educational value to future generations, 2) to 

use as a tribute to the military service, 3) to preserve the 

story of the cold war and our contribution to defense, or 4) to 

remind us of technical advances that were unique for the 

times. Some speakers described how they grew up with the 

tower and how it had made them feel safe. Others appreci-

ated the landmark as a beacon that was always in view 

throughout the valley. Emotions ran high and an over-

whelming majority strongly favored saving the tower. Atten-

dees were encouraged to deposit their written vote on the 

fate of the radar tower in a ballot box. 

It’s interesting that the Board of Directors of Midpeninsula 

Open Space District represents areas only as far south as Cu-

pertino, Los Gatos, Saratoga and Monte Sereno, but they will 

decide the fate of a landmark that primarily concerns the 

citizens of Santa Clara Valley. Besides the areas mentioned 

above, Board members represent seven wards that include 

Los Altos, Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, Stanford, Sunnyvale, 

Mountain View, Menlo Park, Atherton, La Honda, Loma  

Mar, Menlo Park, Pescadero, Portola Valley, Redwood City, 

San Gregorio, Woodside, El Granada, Half Moon Bay, Mon-

tara, Moss Beach, Princeton, Redwood City, and San Carlos. 

Many of the board members and their constituents probably 

never see Mount Umunhum or were not aware of the tower. 

Who represents the multitudes in San Jose, Alviso, Milpitas, 

Santa Clara, Almaden, New Almaden, Evergreen, and Mor-

gan Hill – citizens that are so directly affected by the fate of 

the radar tower? 

The next public meeting of the Board of Directors of the Mid-

penisula Regional Open Space District is scheduled for Sep-

tember 19th, 2012 at the Arrillaga Family Community Center 

in Menlo Park at 7:00 pm. At that time the remaining ele-

ments of the project, except for the radar tower, will be con-

sidered for approval. Later in the year, the Board will deter-

mine the best radar tower option. For project details and up-

dates visit 

www.openspace.org/plans_projects/mt_umunhum.asp. � 

-Gayle Frank 
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 All Eyes on Open Space District Spending and Mt. Umunhum 

 Make no mistake about it: the Midpeninsula Regional Open 

Space District wants to tear down everything on Mt. Umun-

hum including the iconic and historic radar tower. Call it 

what you want, it's a landmark and a part of the South Bay 

historical heritage and tearing it down is a selfish act by the 

Open Space District. 

 

The District is spending hundreds of thousands of dollars in 

hopes to convince the public to let them tear down the his-

toric landmark tower. They've inflated the cost of keeping 

the radar tower to a now-estimated $1.15M; that number 

includes a 30% contingency fee and many other aspects to 

make it look like their taxpaying constituents will be paying 

exorbitantly to save the tower. Their documents show a 

$750,000 cost to maintain the tower over the next 40 years. 

Oddly, they've owned the tower since 1986 and haven't 

spent a dollar on maintaining it. 

 

For fiscal year 2011-12, District property tax revenue totaled 

$28.7 million, a 4% increase over the midyear forecast of 

$27.6 million, and expenditures totaled $37.1 million, 13.7% 

below the midyear budget of $43.0 million. Do the math. 

That's an un-forecasted (and unexpected) $7 million wind-

fall. Where is it?  That's more than enough to save the Mt. 

Umunhum radar tower and have plenty left over. 

The District board agenda packets and project reports on 

their web site show that they have money and are spending 

it rampantly. 

 

When first presented with the three tower options - demoli-

tion, preservation, or leaving partial ground floor walls -- the 

District board requested more "visual" representations on 

what the site would look like with and without the tower. So 

the District agreed to spend another $97,000 with their de-

sign contractor to produce additional conceptual drawings, 

displays, and a paper foam core model of the Umunhum 

summit. 

 

Last month the District's PR staff requested the Board to 

amend an existing contract with an outside retained PR firm 

by $60,000 for a total contract amount of $77,500 to help the 

District inform and involve the public regarding the three 

different tower options.  Also last month, yet another con-

tractor was paid $101K to help the District with their overall 

"vision plan".  Where does it end? 

 

In 2014, the District plans to pass a bond measure to raise 

even more money for more land acquisition.  Yet already  

 P
ho

to
: B

as
im

 J
ab

er
 

almost half of the District's 60,000 acres are still not publicly 

accessible. 

 

Cost isn't the real driver of this tower decision.  The Open 

Space District would have more than enough money to keep 

the tower if it approached the call prudently.  Saving it 

should be weighed in the same way as providing access to 

the summit.  It's a fundamental cost of doing business.  By 

tearing down the tower the District eliminates all the creative 

possibilities.  Not only will keeping the tower honor our 

past, it will make Mt. Umunhum a far more interesting desti-

nation. 

 

If you feel the tower should remain, please show your sup-

port by signing the online petition: 

http://www.change.org/petitions/save-the-mt-umunhum-

radar-tower.   �   

By Basim Jaber 
Historian/Archivist - Almaden Air Force Station 

Founder - USAF 682nd Radar Squadron Veterans Association 

www.AlmadenAFS.org 

bjaber@jaber.net 

Radar Tower atop Mount Umunhum 
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include any history and owners names, if known.   

PAC*SJ nominated The First Church of Christ, Scientist on E. 

St. James Street in the blight contest. The First Church has been 

an eyesore in the historic district for decades. “Barry Swensen 

Builder” assured San Jose that demolishing Letcher’s Garage 

was a necessary action in order to begin restoration of the 

church. Two years later we still see an ugly fence, plywood on 

the doors and no visible improvements to the classic structure. 

PAC*SJ has been advocating for the church’s restoration since 

1990 to no avail. It’s way past time for some action.  � 

Scott Herhold of the San Jose Mercury News initiated a 

blight contest in August. He asked his readers to enter their 

most disgusting, deteriorating structure or area in San Jose. 

You could even submit an empty lot if it negatively affected 

the neighborhood.  

Scott calls these usually vacant buildings or homes with 

cyclone fences, plywood over doors and windows, barbed 

wire, overgrown bushes and weeds, and graffiti the “rotten 

teeth” of our city.   

Submitters to his contest were asked to describe the blight 

and how it affected the surrounding area. Entries were to  

San Jose’s Blight Contest 

Coming Soon 

Preservation Action Council of San Jose  
and  

The Fruit Cocktail Club 

Present 

Thursday 

 Nov. 8th,  6:15 pm 

San Jose Woman’s Club 

75 S. 11th St., San Jose 

Celebrating our agricultural and cultural heritage.  Bring your nostalgic 1950’s comfort food to share, 

play trivia and view historic movies of our Valley.  Period Dress (’30’s, 40’s or 50’s)  

is encouraged.  Silent auction and awards for best outfits and recipes. 

   Free parking on street after 6 pm and $5 parking at SJSU South 10th St. parking garage. 

Free 
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 The Mills Act is a state law allowing cities to enter into 

contracts with the owners of historic structures. Such 

contracts enable a reduction of property taxes in exchange for 

the continued preservation of the property. Property taxes are 

recalculated using a formula in the Mills Act and Revenue 

and Taxation Code. 

 

A contract between the City of San Jose and the owner of a 

designated City Landmark allows the owner to enjoy a re-

duced property tax rate from the County Assessor in ex-

change for the preservation, and in some cases restoration 

and rehabilitation, of the owner’s historic property.  

The purpose of the agreement is to provide greater protec-

tion for the City Landmark property than is otherwise pro-

vided by the historic preservation regulations in the City 

Municipal Code. The County Assessor sets the property tax 

rate based on an appraisal of the market value of the land 

and improvements. A property under  a Mills contract will 

receive a property tax reduction based on an appraisal of 

the rental value of the land and improvements. 

For more information on the required provisions of the His-

torical Property Contracts refer to San Jose Municipal Code 

Chapter 13.48.  � 

HL11-202 - Samuel and Lila Martin House #1 - 641 S. 6th St. 

(w/MA11-006) 

 

HL12-203 - Robert Hutchinson House - 593 S. 6th Street 

(MA12-001) 

 

MA12-002 - 387 S. 1st Street (W. Prussia Building - City 

Landmark HL01-130) 

 

MA12-003 - 418 S. 3rd Street (The Rucker Mansion - City 

Landmark HL01-133) 

Congratulations to these property owners! 

San Jose’s Newest Landmarks  

What is the Mills Act? 

 The following Historic Landmark Designations and Historic 

Property Contracts Historic Preservation Permits Were ap-

proved by the San Jose City Council on June 5, 2012.  HL 

stands for historic landmark and MA stands for the Mills Act. 

The second number represents the year approved. The last 

number after the dash is the unique number of that landmark. 

 

HL11-198 - Geer House - 795 Coe Avenue (w/MA11-003) 

 

HL11-200 - Stiller House - 285 E. St. James St. (w/MA11-004) 

 

HL11-201- W.W. Cozzens House - 1195 Minnesota Avenue 

(w/MA11-005) 

 Frank Lloyd Wright wrote an article, “A Home in a Prairie 

Town," that was published in Ladies’ Home Journal, February 

1901. This was the first of four model homes Wright designed 

for the magazine and was the harbinger of what became 

known as the Prairie Style. The design could be mail-ordered 

from the magazine for $5.  

"The exterior recognizes the influence of the prairie, is 

firmly and broadly associated with the site, and makes 

a feature of its quiet level. The low terraces and broad 

eaves are designed to accentuate that quiet level and 

complete the harmonious relationship."  
             -Frank Lloyd Wright 

Architectural Quote on Prairie Home 

Photo of Wright’s Prairie Home,  

in the Ladies Home Journal, 1901 
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On July 2nd, PAC*SJ and the San Jose 

Woman’s Club presented an entertaining 

discussion and slideshow by Ron Tanner. 

His recently published book, “From Ani-

mal House to Our House: a Love Story,” 

tells of his experiences while fixing up a 

condemned, 1897 Baltimore Victorian 

brownstone. Ron regaled the guests with 

hilarious life stories and restoration advice 

that was drawn from the house-

transformation with his then-girlfriend Jill.  

Ron revealed that “the house had been 

home to Baltimore's most notorious frater-

nity for a decade and now, was wrecked, 

abandoned and filled with garbage.” Ron 

and Jill bought the condemned property 

“as is” in 2000. They restored the 4,500 

square foot Queen Anne structure by 

learning through trial and error. But it all 

turned out well in the end. After many 

years of hard work and determination, the 

house flourished into a beautiful home 

and he and Jill are happily married. 

Prior to his presentation, Ron toured through Naglee Park with April Halberstadt 

and visited a restored home on S. 6th Street owned by Marcus Saloman who is 

President of the VPA (Victorian Preservation Association.) He also interviewed 

April and Executive Director Brian Grayson for possible inclusion in a documen-

tary he is filming as he travels the country promoting his book.  

(See http://ronaldtanner.com/blog.) Go to http://houselove.org  to see amazing 

photos of the before and after 

restoration plus advice, 

how-to videos and re-

sources for those interested 

in bringing an old house 

back to life.  � 

 

 Ron Tanner Visits San Jose 

From left, Executive Director Brian Grayson, Patt Curia, Ron Tanner 

with Cleo, and Sharon McCauley in front of Ron’s van. 
(Photo:Patt Curia) 

“It took us a month just to clear all the 

junk out of the house. We filled three 30-

yard dumpsters and 74 industrial  

garbage bags.”  

“Graffiti was extensive 

in the house. It wasn't 

bad looking graffiti, 

really, but it would have 

looked more fitting in a 

subway tunnel.” 

Quotes and photos courtesy of 

Ron Tanner 
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The Gala   
 What a great party! The pre-Wolfe & Wolfe Homes Tour party at the Cypress 

Avenue Caputo House was a tremendous success. Party-goers were able to 

preview the Prairie-style house and enjoy music and cuisine before the Homes 

Tour began on Saturday morning. 

PAC*SJ holds an annual celebration each year, and this time we celebrated 100 

years of Prairie architecture in San Jose, honoring Frank Delos Wolfe and his 

son Carl. They began designing and building their unique Prairie-designed 

homes in 1912 and continued until 1916. Their architectural style was heavily 

influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright. 

The Caputo House 

was the perfect party 

place. Guests could 

easily travel through 

the house in a large 

circle and could eas-

ily pass through any 

of the three doors 

opening to the front 

porch and yard. One 

room displayed a 

slide show of photos 

of all the local Wolfe 

and Wolfe 

Prairie homes. The large dining room with built-in cabinetry and 

stained glass doors and a glorious chandelier held the fruit and hors 

d’oeuvres. Tables and chairs were set up on the spacious front lawn 

along with food and beverage stations. 

The Gala refreshments (provided by Catered Too!) were delectable and 

included ahi tuna tartar, caprese skewer, honey walnut chicken, black-

ened tofu and mango, charcuterie platter, international cheese board, 

California fruit, filet mignon sliders, grilled prawn skewers, petite par-

faits and 

chocolate 

decadence. 

For liquid 

refresh-

ments, 

wine, soda 

and flavored 

waters were served. 

The delightful jazz trio entertained inside the home and contrib-

uted to the party atmosphere. Musicians were Oscar Pangilinan 

from SJSU (Sax), Sutton Marley from UC Davis (Drums), and 

Fred Paclibon from SJSU (Bass), pictured left.  

              (Cont’d on pg.13) 

Krista Van Laan welcomes Gala guests to 

her home. Brian Grayson  to her right.   Celeste and Joe Melehan (PAC*SJ President)  

Judy Stabile and Barbara Johnson enjoy the Gala. 
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    The Gala (Cont’d)     

Prairie home owner Lynnea 

        Hagen with Don Hobbs 

Descendants of the Caputo family, whose predecessors 

lived in the house for 67 years, attended the Gala. We are 

thankful that Anne Caputo insisted on leaving all features 

of the house intact. In 1998 the house was almost demol-

ished; for the rest of that story see page 17. 

And many, many  thanks to Krista Van Laan for chairing 

the Gala and the Tour and opening her home, not only for 

the Homes Tour, but also for the Gala event.  �   

(Photos & text:  

G. Frank) 

Prairie home owners Reuven 

Dawer and Patricia Lohoff. 

The Caputo family descendants, whose members lived in 

the house for 67 years. Top, Theresa Nott and Joann Nott 

(granddaughter and daughter of Anne Caputo and Nick 

Matusich.)  Above, Marlene Matusich Malton (niece of 

Caputo house former residents) and Soteria Riester. Judi Kaiser, Helen Stevens and Alicia Rojas 

Right, 

Council-

member  

Pierluigi 

Oliverio, 

District 6, 

speaks at 

the Gala 
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PAC*SJ Summer Garage Sales    
  The Preservation Action Council held an 

estate/garage sale on June 28-30th. This was 

an extra event squeezed in before our regu-

larly scheduled garage sale in August. We 

had a steady stream of shoppers from set-

up on Wednesday till pack-up on Saturday 

afternoon. It takes many hands to hold 

such a large sale and I credit Naglee 

Parkites for their volunteerism: 

Skeik Ali, Tom Adridge, Ron Hagen, Art 

and Sylvia Caroll, Ellen Garboske, Joan 

Bohnett, Renee Coca, Rick Bernard, Bonnie 

Lee, Bev Blockie, Shannah Miller and her 

sons—Chris and Kenneth— as well as her 

two handymen-Ryan and Sergio-who did 

most of the heavy moving on Wednesday, 

Sharon and Jay McCauley, Heinz            

Boedecker, Lydna Sereno (the “Closer”), 

Judy Hill, Leslie Masunaga, Edie Pricolo,      

Diana Wirt, Heather David, Mary Lou   

Mason , Eric Peck, Alice Gray and those who simply stopped to chat 

and help move things. Jane Guinther provided dog sitting services.    

Surplus items were given to the Friends of the East San Jose Carnegie 

Library and to the Victorian Preservation Association for its August 4th 

sale at Greg and Liz Winslow’s home. 

We appreciate the tremendous gift of this estate from the relatives of 

Albie Urban who passed away in May. He was a man of many interests 

and skills as well as a collector of deep friendships.  

Thanks as always to the Mendoza-Mason, Salas, Wangsness-Liesentfelt 

and Curia households for allowing Preservation Action to hold the sales 

on their properties and to the Halberstadt and Nemmer-Buis families 

for loaning canopies and tables. This is truly a community event. A   

second smaller garage sale was held on August 2-4 at the same location 

and with many of the same volunteers. 

Thanks to all for your assistance and donations. 

                      

             Patt Curia,  

             PAC*SJ Board Member 

Dinner break at the PAC*SJ sale: from left, Ellen Garboske, Renee Coca, 

Leslie Masunaga, Leslie Dill, Franklin Maggi and Tom Aldrich. 

A happy artist finds art supplies at sale. 
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PAC*SJ Calendar 2012 

Continuity is distributed to over 500 San Jose preservationists, homeowners and decision-makers. It’s a great way 

to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must supply 

camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 
 

Buy ads in 6 issues and SAVE! Plus, all multiple-issue ads come with a free membership!  

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

Business Card  

Single issue $50 

3 issues $120 

    

    

1/4 Page  

Single issue $100 

3 issues $250 

  

  

1/2 Page  

Single issue $200 

3 issues $450 

Full Page 

Single issue $375 

3 issues $700 

    
    

    
    
    
    

 Sept  24   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House 

 Oct  15   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House 

 Nov.  8   PAC*SJ Movie Night, 6-9 pm, San Jose Woman’s Club, 75 S. 11th St. Free.  

      Bring a 1950s dish to share. See page 9 for more details. 

 Nov  19   Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting & Annual Meeting & Election, 6 - 8 pm.   

      History San Jose, Pasetta House. Members welcome. 

William Weeks Building Walking Tour on Oct. 6, 10 am to 2 pm. 195 Fifth St., Gilroy. Gilroy Historical 

Society, 408-846-0446. 

 

History San Jose Yard Sale on Oct. 7th, 10-2 at the park. Free admission. Booths for non-members are $15 

each; booths for members and affiliates of HSJ are free. Entrants must register by September 30 to sell, 

and must provide their own equipment (tables, chairs, etc.) 

 

Third Annual Day on the Bay Multicultural Festival at the Alviso Marina County Park. Please join Supervisor 

Dave Cortese on Sunday, October 14th from 10 AM to 3 PM at the Alviso Marina County Park. Free BBQ, free 

pumpkins for kids (while supplies last), as well as free kayak rides, local entertainment on two stages, and over one 

hundred local businesses, nonprofits, and government agencies passing out information. 

Other Local Events 
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Diamond Sponsors  
Anonymous  

 

Platinum Sponsors  
Joan Bohnett  

Art and Sylvia Carroll  

Patt Curia  

John and Ellen Garboske  

Patrice Greene-Hagerty, Dzignit  

Faris-Taylor Team, Intero Real Estate Services  

Jim and Judith Henderson  

Howard Lyons, Lyons Financial  

The Melehan Family  

Robb Moore and Gayle Frank 

  

Gold Sponsors  
Cici Green 

Julia Howlett  

Meg Masterson and Karen Smith,  

Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate  

Jay and Sharon McCauley  

Zvart Potoukian, Morgan Stanley Smith Barney  

Erik Schoennauer, The Schoennauer Company  

Krista Van Laan  

 

Silver Sponsors  
Anonymous  

Joanne Cirocco, CFP, Ameriprise Financial Services  
April Halberstadt  

Elizabeth Holmes, owner of Wolfe & Wolfe Holt House  

Lambert & Sons Floor Covering Co. Inc.  

Lisa Wiseman, Intero Real Estate Services   

 

Bronze Sponsors  
Robert A. Carothers, CPA,CVA,MST,  

 (Goldstein Enright Accountancy Corp.)  

Terra Amico Salvaged Wood Furniture  
Tom’s Plumbing  

Wolfe & Wolfe Tour Sponsors—Thank You! 

Donors and Partners 
Acton Construction  

Antiques Colony  

Archives & Architecture  

Catered Too!  

Content Magazine  

Wende Cragg, Applique Artistry  

Ken Fowler, CPA  

Model T Club  

Norcal Portable Services  

Janet Starr, Feature Tile  

Jacquie Walton, JW Art Pottery  

Willow Glen Home & Garden 

Thank you to the  

Wolfe & Wolfe Homes Tour Committee 

Krista Van Laan, Chair     Sylvia Carroll    

Patt Curia         Heather David   

Gayle Frank         Patrice Green  

Brian Grayson        Julia Howlett    

Sharon McCauley       Joe Melehan    

Helen Stevens  

A very special thank you to the many  

volunteers who staffed the homes.  

We could not do this without you. 

In the Works-Another  

Fabulous Hats! Party  

PAC*SJ Hat Party Committee is hard 

at work planning the next event. We 

are always looking for donations of wonderful hats, vintage 

clothing and accessories. Cleaning out your closets? Did 

Aunt Mable leave you gloves that are too small? Call Patt 

Curia at 408-294-3599 or email donations@preservation.org 

to donate or chat about the event. We are collecting items 

now and hope to announce the location and date soon.   
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     Why San Jose Needs a Historic Survey   

  A Prairie Home’s Narrow Escape 

The Caputo House at 494 South Cypress Avenue, one of the 

Prairie homes on our Wolfe & Wolfe Homes Tour and the site 

of our Gala Event, was nearly demolished back in 1998-1999. 

The developer was anxious to tear it down and build multiple 

residences on the lot. 

The following tale illustrates why it is so important for the 

City of San Jose to conduct a full survey of historic resources. 

It is the best method of ensuring that historic homes or build-

ings are not randomly demolished. Developers need to know 

before the beginning of their project that a structure is histori-

cally significant. Franklin Maggi tells us the story of how the 

Caputo House was narrowly saved.                        -Editor 

� 

“In December, 1998, San Jose Historic Preservation Officer 

Ron Eddow advised the Historic Landmarks Commission 

about Planning Department concerns regarding the proposed 

demolition of 494 South Cypress Ave. The house was not 

listed on the Historic Resources Inventory at that time, but 

was the subject of a rezoning application. In January, 1999,  
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 the Historic Preservation Officer again advised the Historic 

Landmarks Commission (HLC) to add the property on S. 

Cypress to the Historic Resources Inventory as an Identified 

Structure (IS), which it did.  

The city’s project manager at that time was Linda Hannigan 

who completed an initial evaluation using the city's land-

mark rating sheets. Laurel Prevetti, in the Planning Dept., 

approved the memo that was sent to the HLC. The property 

owner subsequently hired Leslie A.G. Dill, Architect, to pre-

pare a Historic Report, which in February, 1999, found the 

property eligible as a Structure of Merit but not a landmark 

due to a loss of integrity from the original design. By Febru-

ary, Nancy Hemmen had replaced Ron Eddow as Historic 

Preservation Officer.  

Over the next year and a half,  Nancy and project manager 

Linda Hannigan, with the support of their supervisors,   

Laurel Prevetti and Julie Caporgno, worked with the prop-

erty owner to include preservation of the house in the rezon-

ing that allowed an additional residential unit at the rear of 

the property with a development condition that the Caputo 

House be restored.”  

            -Franklin Maggi   

 The beautifully restored Caputo House on South Cypress Avenue, one of the houses  

on the Wolfe & Wolfe Homes Tour and the site of the PAC*SJ Gala Event.  

The owner is applying for city landmark status to ensure its future protection. 
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Exploring San Jose Landmarks  

The architecture of the National Guard Armory building is 

described as Spanish Eclectic in design. It was built in 1933 

and funded by the U.S. Works Progress Administration 

(WPA) during the Great Depression and is one of the few 

known WPA structures left in our downtown. The architect 

is unknown but WPA projects most often used local design-

ers. The two-story building is constructed of reinforced con-

crete. The taller middle section of the structure has four slit 

windows facing north 

(see photo below.) 

The large entrance 

facing Second Street is 

adorned with yellow 

rectangles that fan 

across the upper half 

of the arch; a wrought 

iron lantern and 

plaque sit on each 

side of this arch. 

Above the doorway a 

decorative white urn 

says “1933.”     
          

 Above the entrance are nine arched windows. All other 

windows are rectangular. The two sides of the building ex-

tend beyond the entrance toward the sidewalk, each with a 

wrought iron balcony at the second story. On the right ex-

tension, a small chimney decorated with vents protrudes 

above the red tile roof.   

              (Cont’d page 19) 

Right front corner of the Armory 

with a wrought iron balcony  

and a chimney extending  

above the tile roof. 

Here are the next San Jose Landmarks from the City list. Check previous   

Continuity issues for  earlier landmark descriptions at www.preservation.org.  

  

HL88-47; National Guard Armory, 240 N. Second St.  
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Exploring San Jose Landmarks  (Cont’d)       
This building originally consolidated the National Guard 

Units from the South Bay and served as the Headquarters of 

the California National Guard 3rd Brigade, 40th Infantry Divi-

sion. In the mid 1990s, the Armory sheltered the homeless 

during heavy rainstorms and flooding.  

A sign in front of the building briefly tells the Armory’s his-

tory and states, “ this building is a memorial to local veterans 

who have served their community, state, and nation in times 

of war and peace.”  � 

Sources:Franklin Maggi 

  Hemmen, N., “HS88-47 California National Guard Armory  

  Building.” City of San Jose Memorandum to Historic Landmarks  

  Commission, Mar. 3, 1989. 

Above, behind the wrought iron  

entrance gate looking into the lobby. 

Left, the two plaques on each  

side of the entrance gate. 

(Photos & text: G. Frank) 

  

 Main entrance to the Armory 
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HD88-48; Hensley Historic District 

The Hensley Historic District was named after Major Samuel 

J. Hensley. In 1851 Samuel and his wife, Mary Helen Crosby 

Hensley, were married and subsequently built their house on 

a large estate that was at one time 

considered for the site of the state 

capitol. Their estate was profession-

ally landscaped in 1856 and was de-

scribed as “lush and enchanting.”  

Both Hensleys were instrumental in 

pursuing statehood for California. 

Samuel was part of the California 

delegation that went east to lobby for 

statehood. Mary Helen Crosby and 

her mother, both who lived in New 

York, accompanied the delegation 

back to California via Panama in 1850. 

She was asked to carry the admission 

documents and decided to place them 

in her blue silk umbrella. At 75, she donated that umbrella to 

the California State Capitol Museum in Sacramento in 1905.  

Samuel Hensley was a successful and wealthy businessman, 

heavily involved in the California Steam and Navigation Co. 

But he died prematurely in 1866 at the age of 49. In 1870 their 

home burned down and Mary Helen replaced the original  

Exploring San Jose Landmarks    
house with a southern-style mansion that was removed 

when the land was subdivided in the 1880s.   

The Hensley neighborhood was designated a National His-

toric District in 1982 and is listed on the National Register 

of Historic Places. The District was adopted as San Jose’s 

first residential Historical Landmark District in 1990 by the 

San Jose City Council. It holds the largest concentration of 

Victorian era homes in San Jose.  

The District boundaries roughly follow North Second, East 

Empire, North Sixth and East Julian Streets (see map be-

low.)  In early days, wealthier families tended to live on N. 

Second and N. Third Streets while working class families 

more often resided on N. Fourth and N. Fifth Streets.  

North Fifth Street (previously called Main Street) is wider 

than most surrounding streets because city planners con-

sidered moving the center of the city there. The Horse Rail-

road traveled down N. Fifth from 1875 to 1901. Now there 

is a large, grassy median island down the middle of the 

street between E. Julian and E. Empire Streets. 

             (Cont’d page 21) 

Mary Helen Crosby 

Hensley, at 75, with 

her  silk umbrella 

A stately residence on N. Third Street 
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Exploring San Jose Landmarks (Cont’d)       
During the Great Depression and the following decades the larger his-

toric homes evolved into apartments and boarding homes. By the 1960s 

the neighborhood declined—some historic homes were razed and re-

placed with unimaginative commercial structures and apartment build-

ings.  

A few decades later, owners began to revive and appreciate their historic 

homes in the District. Neighborhood leaders are to be congratulated on 

their hard work to gain local and national recognition for the Hensley 

Historic District. Today, restoration continues with more houses brought 

back to life and proud homeowners telling their stories.  

Prominent architects who designed homes in the Hensley Historic      

District include William Binder, Theodore and Jacob Lenzen, Charles 

McKenzie, George W. Page, William Doty Van Siclen, and Frank Delos 

Wolfe. 

The wide range of architectural styles in the Hensley Historic District 

include Neoclassical, Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial Revival, Shingle, 

Italianate, Queen Anne, Stick, Mission Revival, Prairie and Bungalow 

designs. Some individual homes in the District have achieved their own 

city landmark status. PAC*SJ held a recent walking tour of the area and 

attendees were impressed and appreciative of the restored homes.  �  

 Left, a Wolfe & Wolfe Apartment Building with  

Prairie-style features at 99 E. Julian St. 

Below, the Hostetter House, c. 1890; architect was W. D. Van Siclen 

Sources:-hensleyhistoricaldistrict.org/about.html 

  -Guide for Preserving San Jose Houses, Your Old House, Chapt. 8, The Hensley Historic District 

  -PAC*SJ Hensley Tour Handout 

  -http://www.sfgenealogy.com/sf/history/hgumb.htm (Photo of Mary Helen Crosby Hensley) 

House photos 

and text:  

G. Frank 

The Arguello-Gosbey residence,  

a Queen Anne city landmark  

(#156) on the corner of  

Hensley and N. Third Streets. 
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Become a PAC*SJ  

Board Member 

PAC*SJ is looking for qualified 

applicants to be considered for  

openings on our Board.   

 

If you think you would be interested, 

please review the Board member  

requirements and application on our 

website, www.preservation.org.    

 

If you have questions, call us at   

408-998-8105.   

We hope to hear from you. 
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PAC*SJ Membership Application   

 Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Membership Application 

Name(s)________________________________________ 

Telephone(s)________________________________ ___ 

Address________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 
 

Email _________________________________________ 

Members who do not provide email addresses can not receive timely 

 notices of news, announcements and events. PAC*SJ will not   

   release your contact details to others without your consent.   

 

New Member________  Renewing Member_______

 Please circle the level at which you wish to join:  

   

   

  

   

Individual     $40 

Family     $55 

Non-profit or School     $25  

Contributor     $100 

Patron     $250 

Benefactor     $1,000 

Student or Senior (over 65)     $25 

Join at the $100 level or above and receive a special 

premium, Signposts Revisited, by Pat Loomis or the 

PAC*SJ’s 20th Anniversary DVD produced by Bill 

Foley. Join at the $250 level or above and receive both. 

 

Please check if you would like to receive a book or 

DVD at the $100 level:  

Signposts Revisited____ or  DVD____ 

or both items at the $250 level. 

I am enclosing $___________ as an extra donation to 

PAC*SJ for a total amount of $ ___________    

I am interested in working with the following  

volunteer opportunities (please circle): 

Advocacy     Programs/Education  

Fundraising    Events     

Membership    Board Member  

Newsletter    Public Relations 

   

Complete and return with your check to:  

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

  1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

Phone: (408)-998-8105         info@preservation.org                                                                         

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, RECITAL HALL,  

EXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITES, CONFERENCE CENTER, 

VERSAILLES COURTYARD 
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 1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

The Preservation Action Council of San José 

(PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San José’s 

architectural heritage through education, 

advocacy and events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good 

for our quality of life, good for business, and 

good for the environment. We aim to 

integrate a strong commitment to historic 

preservation into the land use and 

development decisions of the City of San José 

that affect historic resources, as well as into 

the private decisions of property owners and 

developers. We try to bring owners and 

developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

      PAC*SJ 2012 Board    

 Staff: Brian Grayson, Executive Director 

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 
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SAN JOSE, CA 

Joe Melehan, President 

Eric Thacker, Vice President 

Judith Henderson, Treasurer 

Julia Howlett,  Secretary & Webmaster 

Helen Stevens,  Executive Board  

Gayle Frank, Executive Board 

Advisory Board 

Sylvia Carroll 

Patricia Curia 

Ellen Garboske 

Cici Green 

Sharon McCauley 

Jim Zetterquist   

 

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal, Esquire 

 Ken Fowler, CPA 

April Halberstadt 

Alan Hess 

 

Karita Hummer 

Rusty Lutz 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

Gil Sanchez, FAIA 

Keith Watt 

Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Or Current Resident 

Visit Us On Facebook! 

Join or Renew PAC*SJ and Save Our Architectural Heritage! 


