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Documentation of Briones House  

Standing in a 5’ high cellar, I scratched my head as I looked up at the roughly scarred, 

hand-hewn and possibly pit-sawn wood floor joists.  Amazing, I thought, as I shined my 

flashlight around the room.  As a volunteer, I am overseeing the HABS (Historic Ameri-

can Building Survey) documentation of the Juana Briones House, located at 4155 Old 

Adobe Road in Palo Alto.  

In hearing about the Juana Briones House’s potential demolition, I petitioned in February 

my pro bono services to the City of Palo Alto’s Planning Director to HABS document the 

resource, and it was at this meeting I met other passionate people, including Gail Wool-

ley, Co-Chair of the Juana Briones Heritage Foundation. Since 1998, the Foundation has 

been struggling to access the designated California State Historical Landmark (no. 524)—

a historic resource that has been in the limelight as a privately owned building scoped for 

demolition. In early May, I received the call from Gail saying the documentation was a 

“go,” and I feverishly solicited for volunteers to assist me. From May 18th to June 8th, over 

20 volunteers from preservation professionals, members of organizations, to even Briones 

descendents have been assisting in the “as-

built” measured drawings of the house that 

include large-format photography and an 

analysis of the cultural landscape.  Thanks to 

Keeble & Shuchat Photography, a large-format 

camera with equipment was loaned to us, 

which has been a great contribution to our pro-

ject.  

Through the National Park Service’s Heritage 

Documentation Program, HABS was created 

originally in 1932 to employ unemployed archi-

tects and photographers after the Great De-

pression.  The field measurements are precise 

to the 1/4”, and have been utilized to rebuild 

structures, record cultural resources all over 

the nation for posterity, and are exercised as a 

mitigation measure. The final HABS project 

will be filed in the Library of Congress’ Ameri-

can Memory Collection and   (Continued on page 3) 

HABS Documentation of Palo Alto’s Juana Briones House, by Corri Jimenez 

Briones House Front Corridor 
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President’s Message 
It was a dark and stormy night, 

at least inside the Council 

chambers at City Hall on May 1. 

To be polite, it was a very 

frustrating evening as the 

Council issued the death 

sentence to IBM Building 25. 

Although we provided the 

Council with the facts prior to 

the meeting, we were unable to 

fully present our public 

testimony during the hearing. 

The Mayor reduced the time 

allotted to members of the public by 50% due to the number 

of speakers on other agenda items. Sixty seconds per person is 

insufficient to make a case on an issue of such importance. 

Councilmembers based their decision on everything but the 

facts. They cited anecdotal “evidence” such as a former IBM 

employee who said Building 25 was a lousy place to work. 

Another Councilmember said preserving historic buildings is 

more important in neighborhoods than in business and 

commercial districts. Others felt some pictures and a plaque 

would be a fitting tribute to the building they wanted to 

destroy. They chose to ignore the high score this building 

rated as a historic resource. 

Perhaps the most surprising aspect of their decision was that 

they chose to ignore the recommendations of the Historic 

Landmarks Commission, the Planning Commission, and their 

own professional staff of the Planning Department. Both 

commissions and the Planning Department supported saving 

Building 25. 

We were hopeful that a new Mayor and some new 

Councilmembers would bring more enlightened decisions 

when it came to historic preservation, but we were sadly 

mistaken. May 1 was no different than previous years when it 

came to the “final solution.”  

Many of us had previously experienced the verbal acrobatics 

of the Council  – trying to justify a decision they know is 

wrong and quite possibly in violation of the law. The Western 

Regional Director of the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, who was present at the meeting, learned first 

hand the difficulties we face in San Jose when it comes to 

preserving what is left of our dwindling historic architecture. 

So, if you drive by the old IBM site, take a good look and do it  

soon, because if the Council decision stands, Building 25 

will be a pile of rubble before you can say home-

improvement center. 

But, that’s not what I wanted to write about. As disap-

pointing as this chapter has been, many good things are 

happening with PAC*SJ. By the time you read this we 

will have had a very successful Fabulous Hats Party un-

der the leadership of Patt Curia and her great team of vol-

unteers. We have many other events in the planning 

stages, some you will read about elsewhere in this issue.  

We are recruiting for new Board members to fill several 

vacancies. If you would like to be considered for the 

Board please contact the office. We are also looking for 

people to serve on our all-important committees. See our 

website for more information about the Board and com-

mittees. 

As summer approaches, we are looking ahead to bringing 

programs to the community that will be fun and educa-

tional. It is obvious we still have a lot of educating to do 

of our elected officials. We will keep working to help 

them understand the importance of historic preservation. 

It is also vital that we keep the greater community in-

formed as well so they can advocate to our decision mak-

ers.  

We look forward to the day that we no longer have to 

fight to save every building of historical merit and focus 

solely on informative and educational events and work-

shops. Help us achieve that goal. Join a committee, apply 

to be a Board member, make a monetary contribution, 

write a letter, and support our events. If you are already a 

member consider making an additional donation. If you 

are not a member, why aren’t you? Join today. Help 

PAC*SJ continue to be a strong voice in our community.  

In closing, I want to congratulate former PAC*SJ Presi-

dent Jim Zetterquist on being awarded the prestigious 

Historic Preservation Medal by the Daughters of the 

American Revolution. Jim is most deserving of this honor 

and is an outstanding representative of everything 

PAC*SJ stands for.  

           

        Brian Grayson 

        PAC*SJ President, 2007 

 

Brian Grayson 
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Briones House Documentation cont’d  
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represents ink-on-mylar sheet drawings, a historical report, and 

large-format photographs. 

As my seventh historic documentation project, the Juana Briones 

House is the quintessential “diamond in a rough” historic building.  

Constructed c. 1844, the house is architecturally unique as a struc-

ture that straddles as well as abridges two periods of California his-

tory, first, as a vernacular Hispanic building with its adobe 

brick/mud infill and second, as an American building with its stud 

framing.  Known historically as the Rancho de la Purísima Concepción 

(Ranch of the Immaculate Conception), the three-room building is a 

wood-framed structure with an earthen infill that traditionally had 

exterior vertical siding and interior mud/adobe plaster held 

together by wood lathe boards. After Juana Briones’ death in 1889, 

the house was sold by heirs to Charles Nott, who altered the house 

by removing the siding and plaster, and coating the house with 3-6” 

of concrete. The dirt floor was also changed to wood and a cellar 

was constructed.  Evidence of markings on the wood suggests that 

the unique floor joists in the building possibly came from secondary 

buildings added to the original house.  Originally, the building had 

a gabled roof, which Nott removed and increased by a half-story 

with dormers.   This second construction, in the 1920s, was typical 

of the Arts & Crafts Movement. 

Besides the architecture, the house sits on a culturally significant 

landscape that includes a large bed of lilies and spineless nopale 

cacti that date to the Briones era, traditional to the Hispanic culture.  

Greg Smestad, a Bernal and Peralta descendent and member of Los 

Californios, has helped the project in researching and identifying the 

plants with the assistance of Melanie Cross, a native plant expert. In 

addition to plant experts, preservation professionals include Jo 

Street, Caitlin Harvey, and Laura Ruth-Nichols who are scoped to 

assist in the AutoCAD drawings of the house. In concert, plans, ele-

vations, and section drawings will be completed on the house to 

understand the building’s unique architecture. All components of 

the project will be submitted to the National Park Service as a dona-

tion project.  They will be filed in the Library of Congress and be 

downloadable to researchers and the multitude of schoolchildren 

that learn about this incredible woman. 

Historically, Juana Briones y Tapia de Miranda was born in Villa de 

Branciforte (present day Santa Cruz) in c. 1802.  Her ancestors were 

members of the 1769 Portola Expedition that blazed the De Anza 

trail and colonized Alta California between 1775-76. In approxi-

mately 1812, the Briones family moved to the Presidio de San Fran-

cisco. In the 1820s, Briones married Apolinaire Miranda in Yerba 

Buena (currently San Francisco) and had 11 children. The Briones 

dealt in the cowhide trade and operated a dairy farm in what is cur-

rently North Beach. Because of an abusive marriage, Juana Briones 

moved her family from North Beach to Palo Alto in approximately 

1844, purchasing 4,439 acres in the Palo Alto hills from 

Jose Gorgonio, a Mission Santa Clara Indian. Besides 

being a rancher, Briones utilized her skills as a 

curandera, a practitioner of herbal, traditional medi-

cines, which is the equivalent of a doctor, botanist, and 

pharmacist. Her kindness as a benevolent has been 

noted historically in records. With the incorporation of 

California into the U.S. in 1850, land ownership for     
                                                              (Continued on page 7)   
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Part I.  Preservation & Sustainable Development 
     by Donovan D. Rypkema 

A Broadway producer who once told an aspiring play-

wright, “If you can’t write your idea on the back of my 

business card, you don’t have a clear idea.”  So I’m going to 

begin by giving you this entire presentation at a length you 

can put on the back of your business card. 

1. Sustainable development is crucial for economic competitiveness. 

2. Sustainable development has more elements than just environ -  

   mental responsibility 

3. “Green buildings” and sustainable development are not synonyms. 

4. Historic preservation is, in and of itself, sustainable development. 

5. Development without a historic preservation component  is not        

  sustainable. 

So that’s my presentation – everything I say now is just fill.  

I’m very fortunate that much of my work in the last few 

years has been international. And what I’ve discovered is 

this: much of the world has begun to recognize the interre-

lationship and the interdependency between sustainable 

development and heritage conservation; but much less so in 

the United States. I’m not so sure we’ve really learned those 

lessons in America, or at least we have not yet broadly con-

nected the dots. Far too many advocates in the US far too 

narrowly define what constitutes sustainable development. 

Far too many advocates in the US think that so-called green 

buildings and sustainable development are one in the same. 

They are not.  

Sustainable development is about, but not limited to, envi-

ronmental sustainability. There is far more to sustainable 

development than green buildings such as: 

• Repairing and rebuilding historic wood windows 

would mean that the dollars are spent locally instead of at a 

distant window manufacturing plant. That’s economic sus-

tainability, also part of sustainable development. 

• Maintaining as much of the original fabric as possible is 

maintaining the character of the historic neighborhood. 

That’s cultural sustainability, also part of sustainable devel-

opment. 

But if we don’t yet get it in the United States, others do. 

There’s an international real estate consulting firm based in 

Great Britain – King Sturge – that has been at the forefront 

in broadening and communicating the concept of sustain- 

able development. Their framework of sustainable develop-

ment certainly includes environmental responsibility but also 

economic responsibility and social responsibility. I’m going to 

take the liberty of expanding the third category into social 

and cultural responsibility.  They further identify these im-

portant nexus: for a community to be viable there needs to be 

a link between environmental responsibility and economic 

responsibility; for a community to be livable there needs to be 

a link between environmental responsibility and social re-

sponsibility; and for a community to be equitable there needs 

to be a link between economic responsibility and social re-

sponsibility. 

When we begin to think about sustainable development in 

this broader context the entire equation begins to change – 

and includes more than simply, “Does this building get a 

LEED gold certification” or “Is that development making sure 

that the habitat of the snail darter isn’t being compromised?” 

When we begin to think about sustainable development in 

this broader context the role of historic preservation in sus-

tainable development becomes all the more clear. 

Let’s start with the environmental responsibility component 

of sustainable development. How does historic preservation 

contribute to that? Well, we could begin with the simple area 

of solid waste disposal. In the United States, almost one ton of 

solid waste per person is collected annually. Solid waste dis-

posal is increasingly expensive both in dollars and in environ-

mental impacts.  So let me put this in context for you. You 

know we all diligently recycle our Coke cans. It’s a pain in the 

neck, but we do it because it’s good for the environment. Here 

is a typical building in a North American downtown – 25 feet 

wide and 100 or 120 or 140 feet deep. Let’s say that today we 

tear down one small building like this in your neighborhood. 

We have now wiped out the entire environmental benefit 

from the last 1,344,000 aluminum cans that were recycled. 

We’ve not only wasted an historic building, we’ve wasted 

months of diligent recycling by the good people of our com-

munity. And that calculation only considers the impact on the 

landfill, not any of the other sustainable development calcula-

tions like the next one on my list – embodied energy. 

Embodied energy is defined as the total expenditure of energy 

involved in the creation of the building and its constituent 

materials. When we throw away an historic building, we are 

simultaneously throwing away the embodied energy incorpo-

rated into that building. How significant is embodied energy? 

In Australia, they’ve calculated that the embodied energy in  
            (Continued on page 5) 

Sustainability, Smart Growth and Historic Preservation  
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Part I.  Preservation & Sustainable Development, cont’d  

 the existing building stock is equivalent to ten years of the 

total energy consumption of the entire country.  Much of the 

“green building” movement focuses on the annual energy use 

of a building. But the energy consumed in the construction of 

a building is 15 to 30 times the annual energy use. 

Razing historic buildings results in a triple hit on scarce re-

sources. First, we are throwing away thousands of dollars of 

embodied energy. Second, we are replacing it with materials 

vastly more consumptive of energy. What are most historic 

houses built from? Brick, plaster, concrete and timber. What 

are among the least energy consumptive of materials? Brick, 

plaster, concrete and timber. What are major components of 

new buildings? Plastic, steel, vinyl and aluminum. What are 

among the most energy consumptive of materials? Plastic, 

steel, vinyl and aluminum. Third, recurring embodied energy 

savings increase dramatically as a building life stretches over 

fifty years. You’re a fool or a fraud if you say you are an envi-

ronmentally conscious builder and yet are throwing away 

historic buildings, and their components.  

Let me put it a different way – if you have a building that 

lasts 100 years, you could use 25% more energy every year 

and still have less lifetime energy use than a building that 

lasts 40 years. And a whole lot of buildings being built today 

won’t last even 40 years. 

The EPA has noted that building construction debris consti-

tutes around a third of all waste generated in this country, 

and has projected that over 27% of existing buildings will be 

replaced between 2000 and 2030.  So you would think that the 

EPA would have two priorities: 1) make every effort to pre-

serve as much of the existing quality building stock as possi-

ble; and 2) build buildings that have 80 and 100 and 120-year 

lives, as our historic buildings already have.  

Instead what are they doing? They are sponsoring a contest to 

design buildings that can be taken apart every couple of dec-

ades and reassembled. Now I’m all for reusing building mate-

rials when structures have to be demolished, but to design 

buildings to be taken apart is to consciously build in planned 

obsolescence, and planned obsolescence is the polar opposite 

of sustainable development. And even if this approach met 

the environmental responsibility component of sustainable 

development – which it does not – it is the antithesis of the 

cultural and economic elements of sustainable development. 

Here is this federal agency that is supposed to be our coun-

try’s lead entity for promoting and fostering sustainable de-

velopment. Last fall they issued their five-year strategic  

plan, complete with goals, objectives, and standards of 

measurement – 188 fact-filled pages. How many times was 

the phrase “sustainable development” mentioned? Exactly 

twice – both times in footnotes. Once because a document 

they were citing had “sustainable development” in its title 

and the other because the database they referenced was 

maintained by the UN’s Division for Sustainable Develop-

ment. How can you be the agency responsible for sustain-

able development when “sustainable development” never 

appears in your strategic plan?  Oh, and by the way, the 

number of times that “historic preservation” was men-

tioned in the strategic plan? Zero. 

Within the plan, the EPA has an element targeted to con-

struction and demolition debris. The objective is “Preserve 

Land” and the sub-objective is “Reduce Waste Generation 

and Increase Recycling.” But they have missed the obvious 

– when you preserve a historic building, you are preserving 

land. When you rehabilitate a historic building, you are re-

ducing waste generation. When you reuse a historic build-

ing, you are increasing recycling. In fact, historic preserva-

tion is the ultimate in recycling.  At most perhaps 10% of 

what the environmental movement does advances the 

cause of historic preservation. But 100% of what the preser-

vation movement does advances the cause of the environ-

ment. 

And when I’m told that the fast changing needs of house-

holds and businesses cannot be met in historic buildings, I 

respond in polite company, “nonsense” and in less polite 

company, “bullshit.” Identify for me any use you can come 

up with in today’s economy, and I’ll find you an example of 

that use being accommodated in a historic building. The 

functional adaptability of historic buildings is one of their 

great under-recognized attributes.  You cannot have sus-

tainable development without a major role of historic pres-

ervation, period. And it’s about time we preservationists 

start hammering at that until it is broadly understood. 

 

The article above contains excerpts from Donovan D. Rypkema’s 

presentation, Sustainability, Smart Growth and Historic 

Preservation, given at the Historic Districts Council Annual 

Conference in New York City, on March 10, 2007.  In the next 

issue of Continuity we will publish additional excerpts from this 

presentation, Part II. Smart Growth and Sustainable Develop-

ment.  Mr. Rypkema will honor San Jose with his presence on 

September 27th  For more information on Mr. Rypkema see  

page 7.   
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ON THE RADAR 
        IBM Building 25/Lowe’s:   

To the deep disappointment of PAC*SJ and the 

National Trust, on June 5th, the San Jose City 

Council voted to approve the rezoning and 

demolition of the historic IBM Building 25 and 

allow the construction of a new Lowe’s commer-

cial facility.  In spite of the Director of Planning, 

Building   and Code Enforcement, the Planning  

Commission, and the Historic Landmark Commission’s recom-

mendations for denial, the vote was 8-1, with Nora Campos op-

posing and Forrest Williams abstaining.   A request for possible 

re-location of a wing of the IBM building was deemed too expen-

sive and difficult by Lowe’s.  A second request for a $300,000 con-

tribution toward historical preservation activities in San Jose was 

accepted by Lowe’s, as compensation for destroying this signifi-

cant historical resource.  An additional $600,000 revenue from 

sales and property tax, generated by the project in the future, may 

go toward historical inventory surveys of RDA areas.  The Plan-

ning Director warned that this is a permanent action which can’t 

be reversed.   

All this follows the Superior Court (2004) and Court of Appeal 

(2006) decisions that the City of San Jose violated the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in its previous decision to 

demolish Building 25 to make way for Lowe’s.  But the legal bat-

tle is not over as there is an open writ on the case from the origi-

nal litigation.  The City must present its decision and findings to 

the lower court judge who will review it to determine whether or 

not the City has satisfied the deficiencies that led to the judgment 

in the first place.  

The City Council seems to consider PAC*SJ as the stumbling 

block by preventing the generation of sales tax revenues from the 

proposed Lowe’s facility. The reality is, if the City Council had 

the back bone four years ago to say that Historic Preservation in 

San Jose is important and if they followed the advice of their pro-

fessional staff and appointed citizen commissions, IBM 25 would 

be refurbished and in use today, adjacent to a Lowe's or some 

other revenue producing retail use.   

Please check our website for additional updated information and 

news. 
1712 Stone Ave, Suite 1 

San Jose, CA 95125 

Juana Briones House (Palo Alto):   

On June 7th the Superior Court ruled that the order is-

sued by the City of Palo Alto, allowing demolition of the 

Briones structure located at 4155 Old Adobe Road, be 

stayed. This happened with just  two days to demoli-

tion.  The Juana Briones Casa lives for another round in 

court. There will be a hearing which will address the 

substantive issues of the case, which resolve around the 

provisions of the California Environmental Protection 

Act.  The case will be heard later, but for the time being 

the house cannot be destroyed. On June 5th e Clampus 

Vitis dedicated a new headstone at the gravesite of Juana 

Briones at Holy Cross Cemetery, 1800 Santa Cruz Ave., 

Menlo Park. Previously there was no headstone to mark 

the grave. A very timely project by e Clampus Vitis.  

Hangar One:  

The presentation for May 10 was postponed.  The next 

meeting is scheduled for July 12th, 7:00 at the Moffett 

Field Building, 943.  The Navy is considering numerous 

options. It has NOT ruled out "re-skinning" the frame. In 

fact, it is seriously considering a fabric cover, like the 

"tent" structures at the new Denver airport, suggested 

by some of the Save-Hangar-One members.  The Navy 

will not, however, make improvements such as code 

compliance to make the hangar ready for reuse.  
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 Donovan Rypkema 

was educated at Co-

lumbia University, 

where he received a 

Masters of Science de-

gree in Historic Pres-

ervation. He has lec-

tured widely on eco-

nomic and preserva-

tion issues relating to 

rehabilitation, com-

munity development 

and commercial revitalization. His specific fields of con-

sultation include feasibility analyses for real estate and 

market analysis, economic revitalization of downtowns 

and neighborhood commercial centers, and the rehabili-

tation of historic structures. He is author of several pub-

lications, including Community Initiated Development, The 

Economics of Rehabilitation, the Downtown Real Estate De-

velopment Series and others. His articles have appeared 

in numerous periodicals and journals. His book, The 

Economics of Historic Preservation: A Community Leader’s 

Guide, (The National Trust for Historic Preservation, 

1994) is now in its second printing and is widely used 

by preservationists nationwide.  

  Meet Donovan Rypkema    Briones House cont’d 

Save The Date! 

September 27th, 2007 

Don’t Miss the Economic Benefits of 
Preservation Session, “Sustainability 
and Historic Preservation”  with Don 

Rypkema     

PAC*SJ is pleased to announce that Donovan  

Rypkema will present his thoughts on Sustainable 

Development and Historic Preservation.  

Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th St., San Jose—7:00 pm. 

About Donovan Rypkema 

Below, Nopale cacti that dates back to the Briones era.   

Popular in Mexican cooking. 

many early Californios and their families was challenged, 

requiring proof of ownership.  With her rich past and good 

legal representatives, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed her to 

keep the house and property in 1856. Briones owned five 

properties during her lifetime, living in the Palo Alto adobe 

until her death in 1889.  Currently, she rests in Holy Cross 

Cemetery, Menlo Park. 

The Friends of the Juana Briones House was formed to under-

take legal actions against the property owners in the hopes 

of saving the house, and requiring a proper environmental 

impact report (CEQA) to be done on the property.  At press 

time, a hearing was scheduled for Thursday, June 7th in the 

California Superior Court in San Jose.  Stay tuned to PAC*SJ 

for the continual saga in saving this incredible resource and 

its HABS documentation.  

For more information, contact Corri Jimenez at 

corri_jimenez@yahoo.com.  

       Additional Sources 

-Juana Briones Heritage Foundation: www.juanabriones.org  

-Villa de Branciforte Preservation Society: 

www.villadebranciforte.org  

-Historic American Building Survey: 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hdp/habs/index.htm 

-Library of Congress American Memory Collection: 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hdp/coll.htm 

-California State Landmarks:http://ceres.ca.gov/geo_area/ coun-

ties/Santa_Clara/landmarks.html 

-Los Californios: http://www.loscalifornianos.org/ 

-Juan Bautista De Anza Historic Trail: http://www.nps.gov/juba/  

 



Continuity Summer, 2007   PAC*SJ  PO Box 2287, San José CA 95109-2287    www.preservation.org Page 8 

 

 

Local Preservation Highlights and Progress 

Jim Zetterquist  

Receives DAR Historic Preservation Award 

On 5/ 7/07, our PAC*SJ Board Member and past president, 

Jim Zetterquist was awarded the Historic Preservation 

Award by the Daughters of the American Revolution. This 

is the highest award they bestow and is not presented 

lightly.  Last year only seven were awarded nation-wide! 

We all know how deserving Jim is of this award, but it is 

especially pleasing when an outside organization recog-

nizes all he has done for preservation.  Congratulations to 

Jim and our thanks to his family for sharing him with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Japantown Gas Station To Be Restored 

The old gas station located on the corner of N. Fifth and Jack-

son in Japantown, next to Gombei Restaurant, is being con-

verted into a coffee/tea shop.   The properties on the corner 

of Fifth and Jackson were purchased by the Murotsune fam-

ily in the late 1940’s after the family’s return to California 

from internment camp.  Two of the Murotsune sisters and 

one brother operated a diner and soda fountain in the 

building that Gombei Restaurant now occupies.  Roy 

Murotsune and his two brothers managed the corner Mobil 

Service Station until the 1960’s, when his two brothers left 

the business.  Roy continued operating the gas station on 

his own until his retirement in 1990.  The gas station’s con-

version into a coffee and tea shop is being undertaken by 

Roy’s family – his daughter, son-in-law, and grandchildren.  

Planning and evaluation is being conducted with a struc-

tural engineer and architects.  The goal is to bring some of 

the old elements back - including a replica gas pump on the 

island and the original 1956 Vendo Coke machine which 

always sat in the corner.  The prospective plan is below. 

What a wonderful re-use of a small piece of history!   

  (Also, see excerpt below on Japantowns in America.)  

�         � 

San Jose State University Celebrates 150 years! 

See article on page 18 

�         � 

     Searching for Japantown—Preserving Japanese Culture amid Rampant Development  

Preserving America's Japantowns has been a growing concern throughout the Japanese American community in the past few years, espe-

cially as the generation that experienced the World War II internment ages. Japantowns once dotted California, Washington, Oregon, 

Idaho, and Utah. It is estimated that there were once more than 50 Japantowns in California alone. Today, the Japantowns of Los Ange-

les, San Francisco, and San Jose are the only ones left. 

Families from San Jose's Japantown were able to return to San Jose after the internment in a way that they couldn't in other cities. The 

properties of many in the community found sympathetic stewards, and nearby San Jose State University opened its doors to Japanese 

Americans, giving many families a reason to return. Because of this, the neighborhood retained not only much of its traditional use, but 

its historic fabric as well. A recent historical context and reconnaissance survey by the city found that the 6-to-10-block area might qual-

ify not only as a National Historic Landmark, but also a Traditional Cultural Property—a designation used only for Native American 

sites until now.           (Excerpt from a Story by Stephanie Smith / May 19, 2006  National Trust’s Online Preservation) 

Jim Zetterquist, wife Lynn, and daughters, Madeleine and Erica.  

Jim is holding his prestigious Historic Preservation Award given 

to him by the Daughters of  the American Revolution 
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Local Preservation Highlights and Progress 
    Greeninger House Moved to New Location 

On March 25th, the historical Greeninger House was relo-

cated from Balbach Street, six miles to its new corner site on 

William and Third Streets.   The 103 year old home once be-

longed to Adolph Greeninger (1842-1914) who came to San 

Jose in 1865 and established the Globe Carriage Factory, his 

carriage and wagon-making business, on San Fernando 

Street.  He served on the City Council for six years and then 

became a County Supervisor.  His historic home will be inte-

grated into a youth center for EHC LifeBuilders and is expected 

to open by the end of summer.   

HP Garage—A National Historic Landmark 

The well-known garage, house, and shed where Bill Hewlett and 

Dave Packard founded Hewlett-Packard in the late 1930’s is now 

a National Historic Landmark.  The young men developed their 

first product, an audio oscillator, in the garage behind a two-

story craftsman house in Palo Alto.  The 1905 structures were 

carefully restored in 2004-2005 and the structures were previ-

ously granted city and state landmark status.  PAC member and 

multiple event sponsor, Cody Anderson Wasney Architects, Inc., 

performed the restoration work on the house and garage and 

have won numerous awards for the project including awards 

from the California Preservation Foundation and the Santa Clara 

Valley Chapter of the AIA.  It is heartening  to see a corporation 

such a HP take pride in their history, unlike IBM, who does 

not seem to care about their historical Building 25 in San Jose.  

To see the restoration process in pictures, go to  http://

www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/garage/gallery.html.   

HP Garage, 367 Addison Avenue, Palo Alto.  Now 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places by 

the National Park Services.  Photo taken in 1939, is 

from the HP website. 
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Interior Design  

by Teri Pollard 

195 E. Gish Rd, San Jose            408.392.0600         

 

www.gworkshop.com 

Local Preservation Highlights and Progress 

Santa Cruz Boardwalk Centennial 

Congratulations to the Santa Cruz Boardwalk on your 100th 

anniversary!    Art exhibits, a new historical book and 

beachfront events, held all summer, will be part of the 

centennial celebration.  Fireworks, concerts, aerialists, 

acrobats and clowns will be presented on scheduled days.  

The Boardwalk’s Giant Dipper is the oldest (1924) of only 

two original ocean front roller coasters surviving on the 

West Coast.  The second is at San Diego (built in 1925).  

Take a wild ride this summer!  Below, the Giant Dipper, 

built in 47 days, travels up to 55 mph. 

“Partners in Preservation” Award Two Local Grants 

The National Trust has partnered with American Express to 

help preserve historic places within the U.S.  The San Fran-

cisco Bay Area was the choice for the first year of this five-

year partnership.  A final slate of twenty-five projects across 

seven counties will share $1 million in grant awards.  Selec-

tion criteria included historic, architectural, community, and/

or cultural significance in addition to demonstrating commu-

nity support.  Each project had to be completed by June 2008, 

and contribute to tourism or community development.  Final 

factors for selection also included the results of public voting 

on the internet. 

Our local Casa Grande in New Almaden was granted $75,000 

for interior and exterior restoration.  In addition, Hakone Gar-

dens in Saratoga was awarded $5,000 for their commitment to 

preservation efforts. 

The finalists included lighthouses, carousels, churches, child-

care center, streetcars, windmills, movie palaces, neon signs, 

and a Masonic opera house.  Congratulations to the winners! 

American Bungalow Magazine 

In the Summer, 2007, issue of American Bungalow 

magazine, San Jose is prominent in the articles, 

“Residence Parks: An American Vision Reborn.”  In 

Part I, San Jose designer Michael Borbely casts fresh 

new light on these early-20th-century urban oases, the 

nation’s first models of suburban living and discusses 

San Jose’s Palm Haven district as an outstanding exam-

ple.   In Part II, San Jose Historian, Beth Wyman, de-

scribes Hanchett Park as another excellent model of a 

resident park.  To read more about the San Jose dis-

tricts or the how residence districts have defined the 

shape of American  cities for over a century go to 

www.palmhaven.info.  Both Palm Haven and the 

Hanchett & Hester Park are designated by the City of 

San Jose as Conservation Areas.        

   �         � 
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Thank You Sponsors and Volunteers for Fabulous Hat Party! 

Alexandria Salon and Spa 

1346 The Alameda, Suite 8, San Jose 95126 

(408) 971-2926 

www.thealexandriasalon.com 

Alta Clothing 

1342 Lincoln Avenue, San Jose 95125 

(408) 288-5940 

Archives & Architecture 

P.O. Box 1332 San Jose 95109-1332 

(408) 369-568 

www.archivesandarchitecture.com 

Cody Anderson Wasney Architects, Inc. 

455 Lambert Avenue, Palo Alto 94306 

(650) 328-1818 

Commuknity, A Neighborhood Yarn Experience 

1345 The Alameda, San Jose 95126 

Thomas Johnston (408) 293-9333 

www.commuknity.com 

Hometec Architecture, Inc. 

619 North 1st Street, San Jose, CA 95126 

Richard and Holly Hartman (408) 995-0496 

hometecarch@hotmail.com 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation 

www.NationalTrust.org 

Nixon and Johnson, Attorneys at Law 

142 George Street, San Jose  95110 

(408) 287-7717  

Riga Bakery & Café 

1338 The Alameda #3, San Jose 95126 

Marcella (408) 947-7442 

www.rigabakery.com 

Scarlett La Rue's Dixieland Jazz Band 

Don Bunce (408) 243-5784 

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Nizam Alli 

(408) 318-3349 

Nizam.alli@WellsFargo.com 

  

 

Vintage Home Specialists of Silicon Valley 

Put our 36 years of combined real estate experience to work for you in selling or 

buying your dream Victorian, Arts & Crafts Bungalow or a “fixer” to restore, 

give us a call. 

We make Old Houses our business! 

1045 Willow Street, San Jose 95125;  (408) 491-1661 

Sweet Pea Hats 

Joyce Alexy 

       (408) 971-0738    

Hosts: Larry Camuso and Kirk Wentland 

Hat Party Committee 

Patt Curia, Chair 

  Bev Blockie, Judy Conner, Ellen Garboske, Jane Guinther,  

  Tania Hohn, Lynnea Hagen,  April Halberstadt, Julia Howlett,  

  Mary Lou Mason, Kim Ortiz, Gwen Jennings, Sandra Soellner 

        Photographer: Hans Halberstadt 

This “Hat Cake” was created to replicate one of our vintage hats.  

Cake was made by Debbie Does Cakes of Oakland and donated by 

our Hat Party hosts, Larry Camuso and Kirk Wentland.  And it was 

delicious!  Which one is the real hat? 
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 Another Fabulous Hat Party! 
The Hanchett Residence Park was the location of PAC*SJ’s second Fabu-

lous Hats Party , held June 3rd. Long time member Larry Camuso and 

his partner, Kirk Wentland, hosted our event in their Renaissance Re-

vival villa built in 1926. Classic cars from Larry and Kirk’s collections 

lined the street and guests enjoyed the music presented by Scarlett 

LaRue’s Dixieland Jazz Band, courtesy of former Board member Jim 

Bunce. 

Guests tried on over 150 hats, as well as gloves, dresses and  accessories  

displayed throughout the 2 story house and then enjoyed the grounds 

of the backyard  and refreshments including home made cookies pre-

pared by Naglee Park volunteers. Modern day San Jose milliner, Joyce  

Alexy of Sweet Pea Hats, donated one of her hand made designs to 

PAC*SJ which was sold at a silent auction during the event. We thank 

our sponsors and hat donors and look forward to next year’s Party. 

Please contact Patt Curia at (408) 294-3599 if you wish to donate or 

sponsor next year’s event . 

Above, Patt Curia, Hat Party Organizer, with 

hosts, Larry Camuso and Kirk Wentland, cut-

ting the cake (made to look like a glamorous 

hat).  Thank you Larry and Kirk!! 

 

 

Below, Laurie Pitman (right), the winner of the 

prized hat designed especially for PAC*SJ by  

Ms. Joyce Alexy (left) 

Left, Walt Phillips. Below, Martha 

Champion, Stephanie Abbott, and friend.  

Lower picture, Jack Douglas, Beth 

Wyman, Kathryn Young, Sylvia Carrol 
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 Another Fabulous Hat Party! 

The HOUSE! 

The entrance on 

Sequoia Avenue  in 

Hanchett & Hester 

Park Conservation 

Area 

 

Below left, the bar 

in the backyard 

The kids—Ruby and Emily 

 

Left, Betty 

Dillane and 

Vernie 

Mast try on 

hats in the 

elegant 

dining 

room.    

 

Striking orange hat purchased by 

Patti Massey. 

Lisa Rosenblum finds 

a new look  

 

Left, Backyard pool 

 

(Photos by Dave Guinther, 

Hans Halberstadt  and Gayle 

Frank) 

Right, 

Packard 

on  

display 
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PAC*SJ CALENDAR—2007 

Continuity is distributed to over 800 San José preservationists, homeowners and opinion-formers. It’s a 

great way to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business 

card, you must supply camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 
 

Buy ads in 6 issues and SAVE! Plus, all multiple-issue ads come with a free membership!  

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

Business Card  

Single issue $50 

3 issues $120 

    

    

1/4 Page  

Single issue $100 

3 issues $250 

  

  

1/2 Page  

Single issue $200 

3 issues $450 

Full Page 

Single issue $375 

3 issues $700 

    
    
    
    
    
    

   June  18    Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 

    Sept.  17    Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 

    Oct.  15    Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 

    Sept.   27    Thursday, Sustainability & Historic Preservation with Don Rypkema, 7:00 pm,  

        Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, First Floor Theater, San Jose  

   July  16     Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street, San Jose 

  Nov.    19    Monday, PAC*SJ Annual Election Board Meeting, 6 - 8 pm , Le Petit Trianon, 72 N. 5th Street   

 Sept.  28    Friday, Preservation Dinner and Movie Night to Kick-Off  Willow Glen Founders Day 

    Aug.  24-25   Friday & Saturday, PAC*SJ Garage and Salvage Sale, 260 So. 13th St., San Jose.  Contact Patt  

        Curia at 294-3599 to make donations.   

  Aug.  TBD   Windows Workshop, History San Jose, Kelley Park, Senter Road, San Jose 

 June  21    Thursday, History San Jose’s Valley of Hearts Delight Dinner Party, 5:30 pm at History SJ     

 Sept.   29-30   Willow Glen Founders Day Celebration, see page 16 
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       PAC*SJ Sponsors  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANTIQUES COLONY 

1881 W. San Carlos St. San Jose, CA 95128 

San Jose’s Largest Antique Store.  

Preserving history one antique at a time. 
 

 

www.antiquescolony.com 

 

San Jose  

Window Shade Co. 

Visit our showroom at 

334 Royal Ave.  

San Jose 

Commercial & Residential 

 
Draperies/Shades/Blinds/Upholstery/

Window Tinting/Cleaning/Refurbishing 

 

408.295.1235 
www.sanjosewindowshade.net 

        Silicon Valley  Los Angeles  

        
 

   The Steinberg Group 
 

 

SAN JOSE 408.295.5446         Architecture 

LOS ANGELES 213.629.0500                  Planning 

WWW.TSGARCH.COM                         Interiors 
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Celebrating Willow Glen Founders Day 

     September 28th, 29th, 30th  
 

Introducing the new edition 

 

Pride through Preservation – A Neighborhood Project 

“TOURING HISTORIC WILLOW GLEN -  

10 Walking Tours” 
 

Celebration includes: 

-Preservation dinner and Willow Glen movie (Fri. evening)  

-Willow Glen Italian heritage celebrated 

-Founders Day Parade – (Saturday, Sept. 29th at 9:00 am)    

-Historic Walking Tours      

-Historical Reenactments             

-Historical Displays at Garden Theater 

-New Edition Sales at Garden Theater 

-Inductee honored into the PAC*SJ  Hall of Fame (Sat. 11 am) 

-Italian Family Festa (Saturday, 11 am-10 pm, Sunday, 11 am-5 pm)   

Willow Glen was founded as a city on September 8th, 1927.  The first mayor, Paul 

Clark, and city council members were elected on the same day.  The voters chose to 

incorporate in order to control the franchise for laying tracks by the Southern Pacific 

Railroad.  The citizens were concerned over the safety and where and how the tracks 

were to be laid.  Willow Glen was subsequently annexed into San Jose in 1936. 

 

 

Founders Day sponsored by the Willow Glen Business Association (www.downtownwillowglen.org ),  

Willow Glen Neighborhood Association, and Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

The Italian Family Festa sponsored by the Italian American Heritage Foundation 

Garden Theater facade, 1949 
 

Below, Buffington House, 1905 

City Landmark  HL86-35 

Left, Roberto-Sunol 

Adobe, 1836 

City Landmark  HS92-83 

Right, Paul & May 

Clark House, c.1914 

City Landmark  HL98-110 
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Buena Vista Neighborhood Tour  

Kitchen pass-through to dining room and fire-

place in 1904 restored house on Gifford. 

Two styles of tour homes on Gifford Ave., left a 1904 Neoclassical.  Right, 

a 1907 Arts & Crafts bungalow.  Notice differences in roofs. 

The Buena Vista Neighborhood held their 6th annual 

Home Tour on Saturday, June 2.  There were eight 

houses to visit: three in the Burbank area, three 

Eichlers, and a neoclassical and a Craftsman on Good-

win.  The Buena Vista Neighborhood is located 

west of downtown; the neighborhood bounda-

ries are roughly Meridian Avenue on the east, 

Highway 280 on the south, West San Carlos 

Street on the north, and Bascom Avenue on the 

west. 

Each year, residents of the Buena Vista 

Neighborhood and surrounding neighborhoods 

volunteer to show their vintage homes to the 

public. The Association does this to 

advance awareness of these historic houses as 

well as promote the preservation, restoration and 

appreciation of “vintage working class” homes. 

Guests of the tour were able to view houses that 

were built from 1900 to the 1940s.  They had a 

glimpse of what life might have been like during 

that time for the common family. They also saw 

how these houses can be preserved and restored.  

Just after the turn of the century, the building 

trend was moving away from the larger Victo-

rian dwellings and leaning toward the creation of 

utilitarian Arts & Crafts style “bungalows.” 

These houses were owned and lived in by work-

ing-class clerks and factory workers in the Santa 

Clara Valley. It was not unusual for these houses 

to have paneled dining rooms, interior pillars, 

and built-in hutches or bookcases.   

   Source: http://www.bvnasj.org/ 

1926 Arts & Crafts Revival home on Rich-

mond Avenue is beautifully restored by 

owner and contractor, David Lewis. 

Above, unusual fireplace 

in living room.  Below, 

nook for telephone.  1938 

house is on Rutland Ave. 

Graceful arches into dining room and living 

room from entry hall.  Built in hutch in cor-

ner of dining room.  Rutland Avenue house. 
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Congratulations to San Jose State University on the Celebra-

tion of 150 years! SJSU is the oldest public institution of 

higher education on the West Coast.  Below is a summary of 

the names given to this institution and descriptions of the 

early school structures. 

In March, 1870, the California legislature selected San Jose as 

the permanent location for the State Normal School.  In con-

trast to the existing San Francisco location, San Jose was fa-

vored “because of its size – not so large as to present the dis-

turbance and temptations of a city, and yet large enough to 

offer suitable boarding accommodations for students – its 

healthful climate, and its accessibility”. 

The first building for the Normal School was built on 26 

acres called Washington Square. This acreage was donated 

by the City of San Jose with the condition that the land 

would revert back to the City if the State Normal School was 

removed.  The cornerstone was laid on October 20th, 1870, 

and the building was completed by 1876.   

At the 1870 cornerstone dedication, State Superintendent 

O.P. Fitzgerald regaled the audience with a flowery and 

complimentary speech.  The following is a short excerpt: 

“Let then this noble structure rise upon its solid foundations.  

Let it rise in its beauty and grandeur, the mother institution 

of its class upon the Pacific Coast.  Let it rise as a monument 

of the enterprise and far-reaching sagacity of an enlightened 

people.  Let it rise here in this valley of surpassing beauty 

and fertility in the very heart and center of California, where  

it will be accessible to all, and from which it shall radiate light 

and blessing all over the State.” 

It was a handsome building in architectural design and in 

detail of finish.  It had “numerous porticoes supported by 

Corinthian pillars and an attractive entrance that gave exte-

rior grace and beauty.”  There were wide corridors, large 

rooms, and elegantly finished woodwork.  Unfortunately it 

was erected almost entirely of wood and burned down on 

February 10, 1880.  It was thought that a defective ash chute 

was the cause of the fire.    

In its place, a second building of Iconic architecture was 

quickly finished by May of 1881.  It was not as beautiful, but 

it was well 

p l a n n e d , 

useful, and 

b e t t e r 

adapted for 

a Normal 

School.  The 

s t r u c t u r e , 

which was 

larger than 

the earlier 

b u i l d i n g , 

was com-

pleted under 

budget for 

o n l y 

$ 1 4 8 , 9 3 7 .    
(Continued on       

 page 19) 

California State Normal School completed in 1876  in San Jose   

A Brief History of San Jose State University 

1857 Name: Minn’s Evening Normal School (in San Francisco) 

1862 Name change: California State Normal School (San Francisco) 

1868 Considers a move to San Jose, a more stable location and  

    thriving community of 9,089 people. 

1876 First building completed for the State Normal School (in SJ).   

1881 Second building completed for the State Normal School 

1887 Name change: San Jose State Normal School 

1910 A third structure, Tower Hall and the Quad were built 

1921 Name change: San Jose State Teachers College 

1935 Name change: San Jose State College 

1972 Name change: California State University, San Jose 

1994 Name change: San Jose State University 

Second Normal School completed in 1881 
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A Brief History of San Jose State University cont’d    

The new edifice was  brick with stone sills and 

lintels, and had three front entrances with Iconic 

porticoes.  A second story had ten large class-

rooms, a generous assembly area, and three balco-

nies above the porticoes.  Above the third story an 

ornate bell tower reached 135 feet above the 

ground (most notable because it was 20 feet higher 

than the San Jose Courthouse dome).  The bell in 

the tower weighed 3000 pounds.  A 40-foot flag-

staff stood on top of the bell tower.  The roof was 

tin and outside the steps and platforms were gran-

ite with sandstone buttresses and trimmings.  

Strong iron straps were built into the brick struc-

ture in one continuous 4-inch strip around the en-

tire building to resist earthquake damage. Unfor-

tunately this effort did not keep the April 11th, 1906 

earthquake from destroying this second structure. 

By October, 1906, the school’s Board of Trustees requested 

bids for a new building in the Mission Style of architecture 

and in a quadrangular formation similar to Stanford Univer-

sity.  It needed to be fire and earthquake proof, attractive and 

suitable to local weather conditions.  By June of 1909, the cor-

n e r s t o n e 

was laid 

for the 

n e w 

T o w e r 

H a l l 

buildings 

with an 

e n c l o s e d 

courtyard 

303 feet by 

156 feet.  

In Septem-

ber 20th, 

1910, the 

s c h o o l 

year opened in the new structures with 600 students and 39 

faculty members.  

The architecture was a combination of Mission and Spanish 

styles.  The rather new process of reinforced concrete exterior 

was used with a wood interior.  The exterior color scheme 

was gray, red, and green, with red bricks and tiles decorating 

the entrances and towers.  The roof was composed of red clay  

tiles.  Every room had a telephone connection and the 

building was equipped with gas and electric lights.  The 

entire structure housed 155 rooms with a 6,000 square foot 

library.  The second floor had large reception and society  

rooms and a large ornate music room with soundproof 

walls.  Every room had natural lighting from large arched 

windows.  By 1920 the Assembly Hall for 1700 was com-

pleted and named after the Normal School President, Mor-

ris E. Daily.  Other additions were made in 1929. 

The Tower is five stories high and was described as “art 

nouveau, and combined examples of Moorish, Gothic, 

Spanish, Renais-

sance, and Mis-

sion Schools”. It 

was the largest 

reinforced con-

crete school in 

the state and at-

tracted the atten-

tion of architects 

and builders 

throughout the 

country. 

(Continued on page 20) 

Tower Hall with Quadrangle 1910-1963 

Postcard of SJS College Tower Hall and Quadrangle in the 1940’s 

Example of 

brick, tile and 

mosaic on north 

wall of Tower 
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A Brief History of San Jose State University cont’d     
After a 1955 earthquake, State officials wanted to demolish the 

structure and replace it with a new 8-10 story high-rise to ac-

commodate more students.  Thankfully, President Walquist 

favored remodeling and retrofitting the structure.  He worked 

tirelessly to gather support from the faculty, alumni, students, 

and the public.  Preservation appeared to win out and the 

Tower Hall was closed in 1963 for evaluation and estimates.   

However, the State Division of Architecture found more dam-

age than previously known and costs for refurbishment ex-

ceeded all expectations.  After four years of hearings and con-

flict, a compromise was made to keep the Tower.  Alumni, stu-

dents, and faculty were not pleased to loose the Quad Build-

ings, but at least the Tower, the symbol of SJS, was preserved.  

The actual tearing down of the Tower Hall Wings was much 

more difficult than expected; demolishing and clean-up took 

almost a year.  The San Jose Mercury News said that state engi-

neers may have made an “unforgivable mistake in tearing 

down the beautiful buildings because they appeared to be 

sturdy yet.”   

The Tower is still the “crowning glory” of the campus with its 

arched windows, ancient balconies, and ornate mosaic work.  

The mahogany wood banister and doors are restored and 

wood panel ceilings remain on the second floor.  All the ivy 

has recently been removed in order to make repairs to the exte-

rior.  We can be very grateful for all those who fought to save  

at least Tower Hall 50 years ago! 

Sources: 

Historic Sketches of the State Normal School at San Jose, Calif., 1862-1889 

 The Tower – Symbol of SJSU, Nalla Sundarajan 

            (Pictures continued on page 21)

  

 

 Tower Hall today 

Above, Washington Square Hall on 4th St., the former  

Natural Science Building , 1932 

Left, Scheller House, a 1904 example of Calif. Colonial Re-

vival architecture designed by Theodore Lenzen.  Oldest 

structure on campus and saved through PAC*SJ litigation.  

Moved about 20 feet and re-oriented.  Now serves as SJSU  

Alumni Headquarters.  
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A Brief History of San Jose State University cont’d     

Tower Bell 

Cast to commemorate the California State Normal 

School in 1881, this 3,000 pound bell was rung at 8 

a.m. each morning until the earthquake stilled its 

voice in 1906.  In 1910, the bell was re-installed in the 

main building of the newly constructed Tower Hall, 

where it was rung on special occasions.  In the early 

1960’s seismic concerns led to its retirement and relo-

cation at ground level, north of Tower Hall. 

Central Classroom near 7th Street, former Economics Build-

ing, 1921.    Below, East Spartan Complex (corner of 7th and 

San Carlos), former gymnasium, 1928 

Historical tours of the San Jose State University campus will be offered on July 

14th, August 11th, and September 8th (second Saturdays of each month).  Check 

their web site http://www.sjsu.edu/150TH/events2.html for the time and meet-

ing place.  You will discover the nostalgic days of old and a delightful feel for 

the “old college days”. 

Dwight Bentel Hall 

(Journalism Building) 

1927 

 

Present day photos (pg 20-21)  

by Gayle Frank 
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PERFORMING ARTSPERFORMING ARTSPERFORMING ARTSPERFORMING ARTS    

EXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITESEXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITESEXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITESEXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITES 

CONFERENCE CENTERCONFERENCE CENTERCONFERENCE CENTERCONFERENCE CENTER 

VERSAILLES COURTYARDVERSAILLES COURTYARDVERSAILLES COURTYARDVERSAILLES COURTYARD 

Planning a special event or meeting, or looking for an elegant,  

professional office space for your small business… 

 

Le Petit Trianon Theatre, an elegant, historic building with 

wonderful acoustics and a storybook setting, is ideal for 

your event planning or business needs. 

 

The Main Theatre seats 348  

the Keith A. Watt Recital Hall seats 80. 

Our Banquet Hall can accommodate up to 150, and the brand new 

Versailles Courtyard can hold over 200 people for outdoor receptions. 

Our Executive Office Suites are approximately  150 square feet . 

 

We are located near the new Civic Center Plaza at  

72 N. 5th Street in downtown San Jose, just walking distance from the 

new San Jose City Hall, SJSU, County Court House, St. James Post 

Office, restaurants and retail outlets. 

 

Please contact us at (408) 995-5400 or visit our website at 

www.trianontheatre.com for more information. 

TTTT R I A N OR I A N OR I A N OR I A N O NNNN     
    

Classical Elegance in the heart of Silicon Valley 

 

L E  P E T I TL E  P E T I TL E  P E T I TL E  P E T I T     

www.TrianonTheatre.comwww.TrianonTheatre.comwww.TrianonTheatre.comwww.TrianonTheatre.com

  

 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL AND EXTENDED 

STUDIES                           

San Jose State University  
 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 

(OLLI@SJSU)  

For people age 50 and over:  learning for the fun of it  

408-924-2735  
 

 

University for Youth at SJSU 
Career Exploration for Teens  ages 12-18 

Courses to help teens envision future career paths  

 

Visit www.youth.sjsu.edu          

Call 408 924-2670  or 924-2739 

 

 

International Programs and Services (IPS) 

International Students and Scholars serves 1834 students and 

89 scholars from abroad.  Telephone  (408) 924-5920 

Study Abroad and Exchanges provides opportunities for SJSU 

students to study in more than 200 countries and to earn 

SJSU credit. Telephone (408) 924-5931 

The International House, located at the 360 S. 11th Street, San 

Jose, is a co-ed residence for 70 U.S. and international stu-

dents, offering interaction among students  from many cul-

tures.  Telephone (408) 924-6570. 

San José State University   

Professional Development  
     Classes start weekly  

Visit www.pd.sjsu.edu or                                          

 Call 408-924-2741 to get started  
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Please type or print clearly. 

Name(s): 

Organization/Business/Employer: 

 

Please ask your employer about matching programs for your 
contribution. 
Address: 

 

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Fax: 

Cell: 

Email address: 

 

We mostly notify our members of events via email. Not supplying 

an email address will make it harder for us to notify you about our 

events.  

I WOULD LIKE TO JOIN or RENEW MY MEMBERSHIP 

AT THE LEVEL OF: 
 

  Student / Senior (65+)      $20 

  Individual         $35 

  Family / Nonprofit       $50 

  Contributor / Small Business   $100 

  Patron / Corporation      $250 

  Benefactor         $1,000 

 

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO DONATE $                 

TO HELP PAC*SJ PRESERVE OUR ARCHITECTURAL 

HERITAGE.  ONLINE DONATIONS WELCOME AT  

      www.preservation.org. 
 

Please make your check out to “Preservation Action Council of San 

José”, and send it to: PO Box 2287, San Jose, CA 95109-2287. 
 

As a member, you will receive our quarterly newsletter Continuity 

as well as invitations and discounts to our events. 
 

To ask about benefits of higher membership levels, please call  

(408) 998-8105. 

I AM INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING (please check): 

 Graphics Design               I am interested in serving on the:  

 Staffing or managing events and tours        Board of Directors 

 Testifying at public meetings and hearings       Advocacy Committee 

 Writing articles for the newsletter          Fundraising Committee 

 Helping with the Preservation Celebration       Education Committee  

 Helping with the Salvage Sale / I have a truck      Membership Committee 

 Pro bono legal assistance             Audit Committee  

 Evaluating properties for architectural significance    Public  Relations     

PAC*SJ will not release your contact details to third parties without your consent. Please check this 

box if you do not want us to publicize your name as a PAC*SJ member:       
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PO Box 2287, San Jose, CA 95109-2287   

The Preservation Action Council of San José 

(PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San José’s 

architectural heritage through education, 

advocacy and events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good 

for our quality of life and good for business. 

We aim to integrate a strong commitment to 

historic preservation into the land use and 

development decisions of the City of San José 

that affect historic resources, as well as into the 

private decisions of property owners and 

developers. We try to bring owners and 

developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

           PAC*SJ 2007 Board    

Staff:  

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 384 

SAN JOSE, CA 

Brian Grayson , President 

Judith Henderson,  V.P. Advocacy 

Catherine Gowen, V.P. Fundraising-

James Williams, Treasurer 

Helen L. Stevens, Membership 

Julia Howlett, Secretary 

Joseph Melehan, Past President 

Jaime Angulo 

Advisory Board: 

Patricia Curia 

Norman Finnance 

Gayle Frank 

Ellen Garboske 

Rachel Gibson 

André Luthard 

Sal Sunseri 

Jim Zetterquist 

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal, Esquire 

Jack Douglas 

Ken Fowler 

Alan Hess 

 

Karita Hummer 

Rusty Lutz 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

Gil Sanchez, FAIA 

Keith Watt 

Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Megan Bellue, Executive Director  

Corri Jimenez, Project Manager 

Join or Renew Today:Membership Form Inside on Page 23! 


