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PAC*SJ Celebrates as Pirates  
PAC*SJ’s 25th anniversary  celebration  was 

a rousing success with pirates and wenches 

carousing through the San Jose Woman’s 

Club on October 22nd. The evening started 

off with appetizers, rum or whiskey punch, 

wine and steel drum music by Paul Snagg. 

The photo booth, silent auction and sales 

tables were located in the tea room while 

the displays from sponsors and delicious 

food by Catered Too! (sliders, calamari 

salad, chicken satay and more) were placed 

in the large ballroom. 

 By 7:45 emcee Darryl Boyd introduced  

Executive Director Brian Grayson who  

welcomed the guests and urged us to con-

tinue the fight for the preservation of San 

Jose. Then Mayor Sam Liccardo was intro-

duced, who spoke encouraging words 

about saving our city’s historical resources.  

Councilmember Raul Peralez from District 

3 was also in attendance. 

PAC*SJ President André  Luthard was next 

on the program with a short remembrance

              (Cont’d p. 3) 

Above, Patt Curia, Tim McAuliff  

and Brian Grayson, E.D. 

Left, Bonnie and Marv Bamburg 

and Beth Wyman  
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 Executive Director’s Message 
As the year ends we often 

review the past 12 months, 

reflect on our successes and 

bemoan our losses, and look 

ahead to the New Year. 

I’m not going to do much of 

that though. We have kept 

you pretty well informed 

during the year through this 

newsletter, our Facebook 

page, events, and other 

forms of communication. So, 

you know what we have 

done and how successful we 

have been in most instances. 

Suffice it to say it was a pretty good year with the usual mix 

of good and bad. We won some and we lost some. We built 

and strengthened some relationships so that next year might 

prove to be better as we continue trying to work collabora-

tively with the numerous stakeholders who have some in-

volvement with historic preservation. 

We will continue to advocate in 2016 to save San Jose’s ever-

dwindling historic resources. Please be sure to “like” us on 

Facebook, keep your membership current, and support us by 

attending our events throughout the year. 

We will start the New Year with some changes in our leader-

ship. Boardmember Shanna Desai will take over as our new 

President bringing a passion for preservation as well as man-

agement and marketing skills. Current Board President, 

André Luthard, will become Vice President of Advocacy. 

André became president two years ago and we thank him for 

his leadership and guidance during the past two years. He 

brings years of advocacy experience with him having served 

many years on the PAC Board as well as being a past presi-

dent. 

André fills the VP slot being vacated by Gayle Frank. Fortu-

nately, Gayle will be remaining on the Board and will con-

tinue her excellent work producing our outstanding newslet-

ter, Continuity. Many of you have told us how much you en-

joy receiving our informative quarterly publication. Thanks to 

Gayle, every issue is packed with news and information. 

Our newest Boardmember, Marilyn Messina, comes to us af-

ter serving several years on the City’s Historic Landmarks 

Commission. In addition to her experience as a commissioner, 

Marilyn lives in her historic family home and brings a wealth 

Brian Grayson in  front of  

First Church on St. James St. 
Photo: Silicon Valley Community Newspapers 
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of knowledge and passion to our Board. Read more about 

her elsewhere in this issue of Continuity. 

Lastly, we say good-bye to two retiring Boardmembers. Syl-

via Carroll leaves the Board after several terms and untold 

hours of service to PAC*SJ. Sylvia brought a can-do attitude 

to the Board and participated at every level of activity to 

make sure our events were successful. No detail or task was 

too small or too big for Sylvia to tackle and we offer our sin-

cere thanks for all of her efforts. We hope she will still be 

available to help out from time-to-time. 

Leaving the biggest shoes to fill will be Patt Curia who 

leaves the Board after nearly 20 years. Patt has done it all – 

served as President, chaired numerous committees and 

events, and of course, has organized the spectacular garage 

sales every year. As Vice President of Fundraising, Patt went 

out and did just that – her efforts to produce successful ga-

rage sales resulted in a consistent benefit to our budget. For-

tunately she will continue running the garage sales and the 

next one is already being planned for Spring 2016. 

A mere thank you to Patt is insufficient for her decades of 

work on behalf of PAC*SJ. The larger San Jose community 

and we owe her much for her efforts to preserve our historic 

heritage. To Patt and Sylvia we thank them for everything 

they have done and wish them well in future endeavors but 

we hope they stay active with us as well. 

Thanks to all of you for your support this year and best 

wishes for a wonderful holiday season. 

   -Brian Grayson, Executive Director, PAC*SJ 

 



Continuity, Winter 2015                   www.preservation.org Page 3 

 

 

PAC*SJ Celebrates  (Cont’d) 
of our late Board member, the much loved Ellen Garboske. 

John Garboske was in attendance and brought a delightful 

display board of Ellen’s pictures through the years for all to 

see.   

It was then time for Darryl Boyd to don his pirate cap and eye 

patch for the introduction of the honored guests and preserva-

tion heroes, Jim and Suzanne Salata. The three sat up on the 

stage while Boyd asked them why they were enamored with 

pirates. Jim said he was inspired by pirates since he was a 

small boy and Suzanne said because she wanted to marry Jim 

twenty years ago. The discussion continued with a list of Jim’s 

favorite historic buildings and a positive outlook for the future 

of San Jose’s historical resources. Then Jim and Suzanne were 

awarded with the unique flying fish award.  For more about 

the flying fish see page 16. 

The pirate theme was unique for a PAC*SJ celebration and 

guests seemed to enjoy the chance to dress up in costume and 

portray pirates for an evening.  Photos of the participants can 

be viewed on our web page. 

PAC*SJ thanks the event committee, the guests, and all the 

sponsors that made this celebration possible. PAC*SJ’s mission 

of preserving San Jose’s historical buildings and homes 

through advocacy and education will continue to thrive 

through the next year.  �  

Tom Layton and Mabel Miyasaki  

Franklin Maggi and April Halberstadt 

André Luthard and Jane Luthard.    
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 Top left, 

Krista Van 

Laan and 

Sharon 

McCauley, 

 

Top right, 

Renee Coca 

and Lisa 

Wangsness, 

 

Right, Robin 

Slawinski.  

 

Lower left, 

Gayle Frank 

and Robb 

Moore. 

 

 

  More Pirates (Cont’d) 
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More Pirates (Cont’d) 

Clockwise from above left, Darryl Boyd and Sally Zarnowitz, 

 

John Garboske, Sam Drake 

and Basim Jaber, 

 

Sal Pizarro and Jim Salata 

checking out the flying fish, 

 

Darryl Boyd, Jim Salata, 

Suzanne Salata on stage, 

 
John Mitchell. 
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Silver DoubloonsSilver DoubloonsSilver DoubloonsSilver Doubloons    

Anonymous    

Hugh Graham 

Georgie Huff/Capital Properties    

Julia Howlett    

Councilmember Raul Peralez 

John Mitchell 

Tom Simon 

Mark Tersini/KT Urban 

Beth Wyman  

Sally Zarnowitz     

    

PearlsPearlsPearlsPearls    

Helen Chapman    

Judy Stabile    

        

Donors and PartnersDonors and PartnersDonors and PartnersDonors and Partners 

Catered Too! 

Lisa Wangsness,   LWGraphics 

San Jose Woman’s Club 

            

Auction DonorsAuction DonorsAuction DonorsAuction Donors    

Jim Bunce 

Bernie Dreschler 

Far Niente Wine Estate 

André Luthard 

Steve Yvaska 

DiamondsDiamondsDiamondsDiamonds    

The C ore Companies 
    

RubiesRubiesRubiesRubies    

Anonymous 

Barry Swenson Builder  

Patt Curia 

Mt. Umunhum Conservancy 

Sharon McCauley 
 

Gold DoubloonsGold DoubloonsGold DoubloonsGold Doubloons    

Marvin & Bonnie Bamburg  

Joan Bohnett 

Darryl & Pamela Boyd 

Sylvia & Art Carroll 

Nina & Brian Grayson 

Mayor Sam Liccardo 

The Luthard Family 

Gayle Frank & Robb Moore 

Joe & Celeste Melehan 

Councilmember Don Rocha 

Carl & Marianne Salas 

The Schoennaeur Company 

Reuben & Diane Zarate 

    Sponsors!   Thank You  
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25th Anniversary Honorees: Jim and Suzanne Salata  

Jim Salata was raised on a farm in 

Salix Pennsylvania until the Salata 

family moved to Orange County Cali-

fornia in 1964. Jim moved to the Bay 

Area in 1979 and worked as a con-

struction laborer performing roofing & 

demolition work.  

In 1980 he worked on the historic Fox 

Theatre in Redwood City. A year later 

he moved to San Jose and fell in love 

with a downtown badly in need of 

renovation. There Jim worked as a 

laborer, carpenter, and superintendent 

for Barry Swenson for seven years. 

Jim founded Garden City Construction in 1989. His vision was to 

create a first-class construction company to perform general construc-

tion with an emphasis on local history, historic preservation and 

adaptive reuse of buildings. He started Buccaneer Demolition in 1995 

as a division of Garden City Construction. Both companies have al-

ways placed a heavy emphasis on recycling and salvage. 

Garden City Construction has had the privilege of working on very 

challenging projects such as the José Theatre, the Wilcox Building, the 

Twohy Building, the Waterman Building (Bella Mia Expansion), Ho-

tel José (Zanotto’s), Spartan Stadium, the St. Claire Building, the 

Boschken Building, Del Monte Plant 51 District Managers Office, the 

San Jose Civic Auditorium, the seismic retrofit of the Letitia Building, 

the Beckwith and Rankin Buildings in Los Gatos and The Cooperage 

in San Francisco. Retail projects include Gordon Biersch, SOFA Bil-

liards, McWorter’s Stationers, Original Joe’s Restaurant, Hunter’s 

Video Bar, Billy Berk’s and Mezcal 

Restaurants. 

When Jim is not working, he enjoys 

water skiing, motorcycling, body 

boarding, collecting architectural an-

tiques and bottles, and music. He has 

been married to his wife Suzanne for 

20 years.  

Suzanne Salata serves as Vice Presi-

dent of Garden City Construction and 

is responsible for new business devel-

opment, administration and human 

resources. She holds a BS degree from the University of San Francisco 

in Organizational Behavior. 

From 1968-1998 Suzanne worked for Pacific Bell in various capacities 

including Director of Community Relations/Public Affairs and man-

aged community relations, corporate contributions and the Govern-

mental Affairs Programs in Santa Clara County. For the 1984 Democ-

ratic Convention in San Francisco, Suzanne managed all telecommu-

nication requirements for the Democratic Party, the national/

international media, networks and newspapers. 

 

Within the local community she has served as Chair for the San Jose 

Conservation Corp, the San Jose Arena Authority, and the San Jose 

Downtown Association Foundation. Suzanne has been Vice Presi-

dent of San Jose/Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce, a Board Mem-

ber of Outreach and the San Jose Downtown Rotary Club. Presently 

she serves on the Board of the San Jose/Silicon Valley Chamber Com-

merce-Chamber Pac Board of Trustees.  � 

  

Suzanne and Jim Salata  
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At the November 16th PAC*SJ Board meeting, Alex Lin, Pol-

icy Aide for Supervisor Cindy Chavez, attended and pre-

sented a County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors Com-

mendation, acknowledging our 25th anniversary.  It reads: 

 

County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors Commendation 

Whereas, Preservation Action Council of San Jose (PAC*SJ) 

was formed in 1990 to preserve San Jose’s architectural heri-

tage through education, advocacy and events; and 

Whereas, PAC*SJ works closely with city staff and elected 

officials to draft guidelines and publications relating to the 

historic structures of San Jose; and 

Whereas, PAC*SJ acts as citizen advocates for the neighbor-

hoods of San Jose; and 

Whereas, PAC*SJ offers educational outreach such as lec-

tures, walking tours, and workshops on smart growth and 

the architectural heritage of San Jose; and 

 Alex Lin congratulates PAC*SJ  

President André Luthard. 

County Commends PAC*SJ  

Photo: Larry Ames 

 Whereas, PAC*SJ partners with other organizations 

such as the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 

the California Preservation Foundation, California Pio-

neers, Argonauts, History San Jose, Victorian Preser-

vation Association of Santa Clara Valley and neighbor-

hood associations to present social and education 

events for the betterment of our community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 

Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors does hereby 

recognize and commend 

THE PRESERVATION ACTION COUNCIL 

OF SAN JOSE 

on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of its 

founding. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED, this Twentieth Day of Oc-

tober, Two Thousand and Fifteen by unanimous vote. 

The Commendation is signed by Dave Cortese, Dis-

trict 3 and President, Board of Supervisors, Cindy 

Chavez, Supervisor District 2, Mike Wasserman, Su-

pervisor District 1; Ken Yeager, Supervisor District 4; 

S. Joseph Simitian, Supervisor District 5; and Megan 

Doyle, Clerk, Board of Supervisors.  � 
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PAC*SJ’s Fall members-only event was held at the Stonelight 

Tile Company. Members enjoyed viewing a wide range of 

unique tiles on site and even had a chance to glaze a tile for 

baking. Owner David Anson gave informative talks on tile 

design, history and production to the PAC*SJ members. 

Stonelight Tile  
 In 1908, Albert Solon came to Fairfax, California to manage a 

pottery factory. After his successful exhibits at the 1915 Pa-

nama-Pacific International Exposition, Solon moved south to 

San Jose in 1916 to teach ceramics and physics at San Jose 

Normal School (now San Jose State University).  

 

In 1920, Solon partnered with Schemmel to manu-

facture wall and floor tiles, forming S & S Tile Stu-

dio. Their reputation grew and “each tile installa-

tion became a ceramic masterpiece and soon stairs, 

floors, fountains, fireplaces, mantels, archways and 

various wall treatments all over California were 

adorned with his ornament.”1 

 

Solon’s tiles varied in texture and were slightly 

irregular but exhibited “luminescent glazes” and 

“magnificent colors.” “He had an expert eye for 

harmony of color and beauty of design, blending 

well with his strong sense of earthiness of the day 

in each finished tile."2   S & S used hand-cut lino-

leum molds that were unique for the time. 

 

Soon S & S tiles were not only throughout Califor-

nia including Los Angeles and San Diego, but embellished 

structures in Honolulu, Portland, Oregon, and were seen in 

mansions, bungalows, swimming pools, hospitals, war me-

morials, commercial buildings, theaters, schools, and banks. 

               (Cont’d p. 10) 

David Anson talking to PAC*SJ members at Stonelight Tile. 

 Stonelight Tile, located at 609 S. First Street, is a direct descen-

dant of S & S Tile (Solon & Schemmel), a factory that created 

ceramic tile masterpieces in San Jose beginning in the early 

1920s. The classic tiles are still produced using the same plates, 

molds and presses from that era along with more modern tile 

designs and materials.  

 

Albert L. Solon (1887-1949) and Frank Schemmel (1887-1950) 

joined the innovative American Arts and Crafts movement 

with tiles made from the earth and either hand-sculpted the 

tiles or made them appear so by machine production. Matte 

glazes and rougher finishes with an unsmooth handmade look 

became very desirable. Together, Solon and Schemmel both 

made a lasting and dramatic impression on the California 

decorative ceramic arts scene. 

 

Albert Solon was born in England in 1887 into a family of mas-

ter ceramists from France. His father, Louis Marc Solon was an 

expert on English china. Many of Albert’s nine siblings had 

distinguished careers in tile and ceramics, including Camille 

Solon, whose beautiful painted surfaces and tile work decorate 

Hearst’s San Simeon Estate. 

 

PAC*SJ members glazing tiles. 
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Stonelight (Cont’d) 
By 1925, Solon & Schemmel needed more space so they 

moved to South First Street from Fourth and Carrie Streets.  

Some of the best examples of S & S tile work in San Jose in-

clude: St. James Post Office, Twohy Building, Dohrman Build-

ing, Home Economics Building at SJSU (1921), Science Build-

ing at SJSU (1931), Campbell High School, Sainte Claire Build-

ing, and the Sainte Claire Hotel. Tile fountains and tile work 

can also be seen at 798 S. Second Street and El Paseo Court at 

42 S. First Street. Solon’s tiles were used on many San Fran-

cisco landmarks and Hearst’s San Simeon Castle. 

 

By 1932, Solon partnered with George J. Poxon to manufac-

ture unbreakable dinnerware called Sainte Claire Ware, using 

a Death Valley mineral. (Later the similar and popular Fran-

ciscan Ware was produced by Gladding and Mc Bean.) 

Tiles on 

this page 

are  

examples 

of the  

numerous 

art  pieces 

at  

Stonelight 

Tile. 

 

 

(Photos: Gayle 

Frank) 

After Schemmel retired in 1936, Solon partnered with Paul G. 

Larkin who eventually took over the business in 1947, calling 

it the Larkin Tile Company, moving to Pomona Avenue.   

Solon died suddenly in 1949. 

 

Decorative tile was not as popular in the 1950s and financial 

trouble plagued Larkin Tile.             (Cont’d p.11) 
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 Backesto Park,  

Photo by Antonio Castro 

Submitted to the PAC*SJ 

2015 Historic Photo  

Contest. 

These fountain tiles are 

some of the earliest cre-

ated by S & S Tile, built 

in 1922, on North 13th St. 

between E. Jackson and 

E. Empire Streets.  

At one time, the land-

mark functioned as a  

water fountain where 

water poured from the 

decorative  

head sculpture.  

Stonelight (Cont’d) 

Right photo: Stairs at Stonelight  

showing many varied tile designs. 

Three UC Berkeley students, Ross Chichester, Paul Chamber-

lain, and David Kasavan, proposed to lease the factory and 

learn the trade from Larkin. After Larkin retired, the newly 

formed “Stonelight Tile” company continued making the 

popular S & S tiles. By the 1960s, wealthy movie stars and roy-

alty began to enthusiastically purchase the handcrafted tiles. 

Soon the tiles were back in favor and were used everywhere. 

By the 1980s, David Anson became the new owner of 

Stonelight Tile, still at 609 S. First Street. Anson says there is 

increasing interest in the successful Solon tile designs from the 

early 20th century that have endured the test time.  � 

1 Jack Douglas, Historical Footnotes of Santa Clara Valley, 1993. 
2 Jeanne Lazzarini, “The History of Stonelight Tile,” printed in Style 1900.  

Primary source: http://stonelighttile.com/about-us/    



Continuity, Winter 2015               www.preservation.org Page 12 

 

 

ON   THE   RADAR 

 

PAC*SJ is Still Keeping An Eye On— 

 � First Church of Christ, Scientist    

  �Agnews Developmental Center   

  �San Jose Mercury Building 

         � Century 21 Dome Theater 

       465 S. 1st Street 

The city landmark building that once housed the “Herrold 

College of Engineering and Wireless” sits at 465 S. 1st Street.  

Core Companies is planning a 24-story residential apartment 

and mixed use building at this site, where 1st and Market 

Streets meet  across from Gore Park at William Street. The 

development is called Gateway Towers. The good news is 

that the façade and front portion of the landmark building 

will be saved and re-used as a museum focusing on Profes-

sor Charles Herrold and his development of radio broadcast-

ing, thought to be the first regularly scheduled radio broad-

cast in the country. The exhibit will be interactive with rotat-

ing displays. Additionally, the facades on the building next 

door and the two buildings on the Market Street side will 

also be preserved to maintain continuity with our historic 

downtown streets. 

    St. James Park 
We have been concerned that the Levitt Pa-

vilion was moving forward without benefit 

of complete information regarding possible 

negative impacts to the St. James Square 

Historic District.  We raised those concerns 

to the Levitt Pavilion Steering Committee as 

well as the Mayor's Office and the Historic 

Landmarks Commission. We have been as-

sured that a complete Environmental Impact Report and his-

toric analysis will be done before any final decisions have 

been made. As a member of the Steering Committee we will 

be closely monitoring as the process moves forward. 

 

     Hangar 1 (Moffett Field) Update 
Planetary Ventures, LLC (PV) has started conducting seismic 

research and analysis of Hangar 1 that will determine the re-

skinning process and the best materials to use. PV is consider-

ing five different materials for re-skinning. The lease agree-

ment between PV, a Google subsidiary, and NASA commits 

PV to re-siding and reuse of Hangar 1.  

 

During this winter, with possible heavy rains, NASA is re-

sponsible for watching for and managing pond formation on 

the concrete base and in the elevator vaults to mitigate any 

potential issues due to water intrusion. 

 

Regulatory agencies will continue working with all parties 

associated with the lease property. A close watch will be kept 

on the process to ensure that the environment and human 

health will be protected and that the historic Hangar 1 will be 

refurbished and protected in accordance with standards es-

tablished for historic properties by the U.S. Secretary of the 

Interior. 

 

The 60-year lease covers approximately 1,000 acres, and in 

addition to Hangar 1, includes Hangar 2, Hangar 3, two run-

ways, an airfield flight operations building and a private golf 

course, which will all remain.  

An education facility is planned for a self-supporting science, 

technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics center 

(STEAM) for public and private use. The federal government 

retains title to the property. 

         Pellier Park 

Activity is under way that will eventually lead to the restora-

tion of Pellier Park. All agreements between the City, devel-

opers, and contractors were executed to begin the infrastruc-

ture work in November. This work includes widening St. 

James, putting in new underground sewers, moving utilities, 

putting in new lights, traffic signals and sidewalks. In addi-

tion, the Julian Street curve will be removed.  We may have a 

completed Pellier Park in two years or less. 

   Carousel Sign at Cambrian Park Plaza 

That colorful carousel sign that identifies the Cambrian Park 

Plaza has many fans. Kudos to Santa Clara County  

Supervisor Ken Yeager, who is leading the effort to designate 

it as a landmark. After 60 years, residents worry the sign will 

be torn down by the new owners of the 17-acre plaza. A re-

port will analyze the sign and determine its qualifications as a 

historic resource. Then the county’s Historical Heritage Com-

mission will review the report and make its recommendation 

to the Board of Supervisors who will take a final vote. 
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The PAC*SJ Board regrets that Patt Curia and Sylvia Carroll, 

both key members of our Board who work very hard for 

PAC*SJ, have decided to retire from the Board - but they will 

remain as active members.  We thank them for all their hard 

work and commitment to this organization. Patt has served 

on the Board for 19 years!! Sylvia has served for five years. 

All other board members will remain on the Board for 2016. 

PAC*SJ Board Election 

buildings will reach 120 feet at Winchester Boulevard and 

step down to about 75 feet and then 30-35 feet toward the 

rear of the property.  Open space of 1.3 acres will be included 

in the project. 

   

Much of the November 19 meeting was spent on the 

neighbors’ concerns over traffic congestion, which is already 

a huge problem in the area.  

The City of San Jose tells us that the November and Decem-

ber meetings, part of the scoping process, provides the public 

and regulatory agencies the ability to participate in the public 

decision making process and comment on the environmental 

effects of this proposed project. Written and verbal comments 

are included in the Draft EIR (Environmental Impact Report) 

that is anticipated to be completed in March of 2016 at the 

very earliest.  Public comments pertaining specifically to the 

scope of the environmental review are responded to within 

the text of the Draft EIR. 

After the Draft EIR is published, there will be a 45-day circu-

lation period. Responses to further public and agency com-

ments will be published in the final EIR. 

Comments can be submitted By January 4, 2016 to: David 

Keyon, Planner; david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov and to Project Man-

ager John Tu at john.tu@sanjoseca.gov. The subject line should 

contain “Santana West – File No. PDC14-068.” Comments 

can also be mailed to the above contacts at City of San Jose, 

Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement, 

300 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113.  � 

Update on Century 21 and “Santana West” 

On November 19, Federal Realty held its first community 

meeting concerning the Santana West (Century Theater prop-

erty) project on Winchester Boulevard. A similar meeting will 

be conducted in December. PAC*SJ is concerned that one of 

the various proposals being considered for the landmarked 

Century 21 Theater is, “to incorporate the building as part of 

the public open space on-site by removing the façade and 

roof of the building and retaining the underlying metal sub-

structure, allowing the building to be utilized as an outdoor 

pavilion.” Federal Realty also states, “Reuse options which 

retain the full structure are also under consideration.”  

Tearing off the façade and roof and leaving a bare metal 

frame is unacceptable to the historic preservation community 

and does not respect this unique structure that contributes to 

our mid-century history in San Jose. The Federal Realty rep-

resentative stated that he thought it was a mistake to save 

Century 21. He also said that the Flames restaurant (former 

Bob’s Big Boy) was not historic. 

Federal Realty faces challenges to find a suitable reuse for this 

building. Many ideas have been suggested but there are sub-

stantial costs involved just to bring the building up to usable 

standards. Then, a tenant needs to be found with a use that is 

compatible with this historic structure. 
 

We will continue to work with Federal Realty in an effort to 

find a reuse that keeps this building alive and used and in 

keeping with its historic landmark designation. 

The tentative Santana West project appears to include six of-

fice buildings and possibly a grocery store on 11.8 acres with 

underground and above ground parking. Heights of the  

   Officers for the 2016 PAC*SJ Board of Directors are:  

President: Shanna Desai  VP Advocacy: André Luthard 

Secretary: Julia Howlett  Treasurer: Darryl Boyd 

Any PAC*SJ member who is interested in serving on the 

Board of Directors, please call Brian Grayson at  

408-998-8105 or send an email to info@preservation.org. Visit 

www.preservation.org for board member requirements and an 

application form.  � 
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AMAZONSMILE BENEFITS PAC*SJAMAZONSMILE BENEFITS PAC*SJAMAZONSMILE BENEFITS PAC*SJAMAZONSMILE BENEFITS PAC*SJ  

For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile  

Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the  

customer’s selected charitable organization.   

Go to preservation.org and click the Amazon link.  

Select your items and complete your purchases as you normally 

would.   THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!    

History San Jose Presents The Wireless Age: The Wireless Age: The Wireless Age: The Wireless Age:     

Electronic Entrepreneurs Before Silicon ValleyElectronic Entrepreneurs Before Silicon ValleyElectronic Entrepreneurs Before Silicon ValleyElectronic Entrepreneurs Before Silicon Valley    
 

Selections from the Perham Collection of Early Electronics. Arbuckle Gallery, Pacific Hotel,  

History Park; 11 am-4:30 pm Tuesdays through Sundays. Through July 31, 2016                             

 

Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations     

and and and and     

Best Wishes.Best Wishes.Best Wishes.Best Wishes.    

    

Mayor Mayor Mayor Mayor     

Sam LiccardoSam LiccardoSam LiccardoSam Liccardo    



Continuity, Winter 2015                   www.preservation.org Page 15 

 

 

Continuity is distributed to over 500 San Jose preservationists, homeowners and decision-makers. It’s a great way 

to get your message out to your best potential customers! For ads larger than the business card, you must supply 

camera-ready artwork, or PAC*SJ can provide it at an additional charge. 

 Buy ads in 6 issues and SAVE! Plus, all multiple-issue ads come with a free membership!  

ADVERTISE IN CONTINUITY! 

Business Card  

Single issue $50 

3 issues $120 

    

    

1/4 Page  

Single issue $100 

3 issues $250 

  

  

1/2 Page  

Single issue $200 

3 issues $450 

Full Page 

Single issue $375 

3 issues $700 

        

    

    

    

    

PAC*SJ 2016 Calendar 

May   16     Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Apr  18     Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Feb   1     Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

Mar   21     Monday, PAC*SJ Board Meeting, 6:30—8 pm.  History San Jose, Pasetta House. 

4:30 pm Tuesdays through Sundays. Through July 31, 2016                               

Inspired by the generosity of a few neighbors doing some 

deep cleaning of storage  units, and the need to clear out the 

garage of PAC*SJ’s out-going Vice President of Fundraising, 

Patt Curia, the Fall Pop-Up Sale that occurred November 13 

and 14 earned over $5000 through sales and a large donation 

by a long time member. 

Highlights of the sale included an English arts and crafts buf-

fet, Asian themed vases, a shell inlaid chest, local history 

books from Ellen Garboske’s estate, dolls, and vintage metal 

banks.   

We are grateful to the Wangsness-Liesenfelt and Halberstadt 

families for storing and displaying the sales items on their 

double driveway during the sale. Special call out to Joan 

Bohnett who staffed the cashier table two days as well as 

priced merchandise. The usual suspects and several new vol-

unteers assisted in sales and merchandising: Art and Sylvia 

Carroll, Joan Bohnett, André Luthard, Sandy Swirsky, Darryl 

Boyd, Hugh Graham, Gayle Frank, Renee Coca, Jim Norvell, 

Ted Essy, Sheik Ali, Tom Aldridge, Leslie Masunaga, Bev  

Blockie, John Mitchell, Lisa Wangsness, April and Hans 

Halberstadt, Ron Hagen, Jane and Dave Guinther, Sally Be-

ste, Winni Leeds and Jeff Baldwin, Mary Lou Mason, Shan-

nah Miller, Lucille Boone, Tim McAuliff, Sherry Hitchcock,  

Rae and Paul Wedel. 

Many thanks to the San Jose Woman’s Club whose members 

stepped forward to staff the sale. 

The remaining items were donated to local public libraries, 

Saver’s/Hope Services, Horace Mann School, and a 

Woman’s Gathering Place which clothes homeless or transi-

tional women.  

Tentative date for the Spring 2016 sale is late March. We ask 

donors to save items until then. However, if you are moving 

or holding an estate sale, please contact PAC*SJ at  

donations@preservation.org.  Donations  between sales are 

sold on Craigslist and searched by simply typing 

“Preservation Action” into the search slot of the San Fran-

cisco Bay Area site. Happy Hunting! 

    -Patt Curia, Vice President of Fund Raising 

Fall Pop-Up Sale Earns $5000 for Historic Preservation Education 
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The Tale of the Flying Fish By Sharon McCauley 
The memento given to Jim and Suzanne Salata, PAC*SJ’s 

honorees at the 25th anniversary celebration, was a wooden 

box containing one large and one tiny, well-preserved  flying 

fish. These fish arrived as a donation to a Preservation Action 

Council yard sale. Volunteers were initially puzzled by the 

dried up fish and its tiny companion. Then they noticed a slip 

of paper that explained their origin. The paper said, “Billy 

Carroll: A Flying Fish which Rev. William Ladd Jones (your 

great-great uncle) got while on board the clipper ship 

“Cleopatra,” when he and his bride, Annelle, went to Califor-

nia, around Cape Horn, in 1854, to serve as a pioneer mis-

sionary in the mining region in sparsely settled California. He 

mailed it to [family in] Minot, Maine, a few months later.” 

From those few words, it was possible to piece together a 

good story of principles, dedication and preservation. 

Preparing for our celebration, 

we asked the Salatas and their 

friends what might be a suit-

able item for their preservation 

hero award. Jim assured us he 

didn’t want anything. Others 

told us they already have too 

many plaques and awards. So 

when we discovered the his-

toric fish, it seemed to be just 

the ticket. It had historical sig-

nificance, which Jim and Suz-

anne would appreciate, it was 

obtained on a clipper ship which ties into pirates, and more 

importantly, it was the most unique memento ever.  

     The Rest of the Story—About the Fish            

William Ladd Jones was born in 1827, the fourth of nine chil-

dren of Reverend Elijah and Bathsheba Rider Jones. Their 

oldest son. Elijah became a pastor in Minot (pronounced 

MYnewt), Maine.  

William was named after William Ladd who was a Ports-

mouth sea captain in his early adulthood. He met his wife on 

a voyage to England. Ladd tried his hand at growing cotton 

in Florida, but he couldn’t compete since he refused to own 

slaves. He returned to Portsmouth and to the sea until the  

War of 1812 made sea faring untenable. He then branched 

into farming and bought land in Minot, which is inland. 

Ladd befriended Elijah and the whole Jones family, even 

building them a fine parsonage as the family expanded. The 

parsonage is now home to the Minot Historical Society. Ladd 

is best known for establishing the Peace Society of Maine and 

years later the American Peace Society, a pacifist organiza-

tion that exists to the present. 

Back to the main character of the fish tale, William Ladd 

Jones. He grew up in Minot and graduated from Bowdoin 

College in Brunswick, Maine, as a teacher. However, he be-

came interested in the ministry and graduated from Bangor 

Theological Seminary in 1854, and then joined the Congrega-

tional Home Missionary Society.  

In September of that year, William married Anne Louisa Far-

rington, called Annelle in 

the note. She was born on 

October 19, 1825, the sec-

ond of ten children of 

Oliver Farrington and his 

wife Hannah. Before 

Anne’s marriage she was 

a teacher. 

The newlyweds traveled 

to California on the clip-

per ship, the Cleopatra. The 

ship was launched from 

the shipyard of Paul Cur-

tis in East Boston, Massachusetts on March 28, 1853. She was 

220 feet long, in the range of medium clipper ships. As might 

be expected, the head was “a full figure of Cleopatra, in 

robes of purest white, edged with gold and other orna-

ments.” The stern was oval. Her first sail was from Boston 

under the command of Samuel V. Shreve. It began on April 

23, 1853 and after rounding the horn the Cleopatra arrived in 

San Francisco in 131 days. 

 From there, the voyage continued to Callao, Peru, before 

traveling to New York. William and Anne were on the sec-

ond voyage, which left New York November 14, 1854 under 

the command of Captain Thayer. It took 110 days to reach 

San Francisco. These flying fish were caught         (Cont’d p. 17) 

 

Flying fish from 1854; Caught on the Cleopatra. 
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Bursar of the Military Academy in San Rafael 

after working for many years in Honolulu. Har-

old McKean Jones practiced dentistry in Clover-

dale. He moved to Pomona to be near his sister 

and opened a practice there. 

William Ladd Jones’ last assignment was with 

the Congregational Church in Cloverdale, Cali-

fornia. In 1897, after 43 years in the ministry, 

William and Anne retired to Pomona, living 

with their son Harold Jones. Unfortunately, two 

years later they both became ill with “grippe,” 

and Anne died. 

William returned to Cloverdale in October, 1900 

for the funeral of his good friend Colonel James B. Armstrong. 

Armstrong was the odd combination of lumber baron and pres-

ervationist. Originally from Ohio, after the Civil War he settled 

his family in Cloverdale in Sonoma County, where he invested 

in orchards and real estate, and where he became friends with 

Luther Burbank in Santa Rosa. Armstrong began to purchase 

land in the dense redwood forest just north of Guerneville. He 

saw that thousands of acres of redwoods were being clear-cut, 

an operation which inspired Guerneville’s original name of 

Stumptown. To preserve some of the trees, he deeded 600 acres 

of the ancient forest to his invalid daughter Kate in order to es-

tablish an arboretum and park. Soon afterward, he bought the 

                                                                            (Cont’d p. 18) 

somewhere along the way in tropical 

waters. The airborne fish were probably 

an amazing sight for people who grew 

up near the cold Atlantic and something 

worth saving. After the young couple 

disembarked, the ship sailed on March 

26, 1855, and visited the Chincha Islands 

to take on 1600 tons of guano before 

heading to Callao. She sailed from Ca-

llao on August 13, 1855.     

On September 23rd she struck a sub-

merged wreck and foundered two days 

later. The Captain and crew of 25 made 

it to Rio de Janeiro safely in two boats. 

After arriving in California, William and Anne set upon 

their missionary work. William’s first ministry was in 

Camptonville, a bustling stagecoach stop of 1,500 people 

between Nevada City and Downieville, where he served 

surrounding communities for three years, and where their 

first two children were born. 

In 1859 they relocated to Eureka, California, where Parson 

Jones founded the Congregational Church. For the next ten 

years, the family lived in the redwoods working with 

Americans and the native people of the region. Parson 

Jones also served as County Superintendent of Schools. 

The last three of their five children were born here. They 

spent brief times in San Juan Bautista, Benicia, and Oak-

land, California. Rev. William Ladd Jones spent the next 

five years as president of Oahu College, now Punahou 

School, in Honolulu, Hawaii.  (Punahou School’s most fa-

mous graduate is Barack Obama.) 

William and Anne’s children went on to successful careers 

in Hawaii and California. Caroline Elizabeth was an artist 

and taught at Oahu College before her marriage to Frank 

Adams. She and her husband settled in Pomona, California 

where he raised citrus. Dr. William Farrington Jones gradu-

ated from medical school in San Francisco. After establish-

ing his practice in San Rafael, he founded the Marin Medi-

cal Society and cofounded San Rafael’s old Cottage Hospi-

tal, the county’s first. Myron Henry Jones became the  

,  

Flying Fish (Cont’d) 

Rev. William Ladd Jones taken  

in 1854 before leaving Maine . 

The Parson Jones Tree is the tallest tree (310 feet) in 

Armstrong Redwoods Reserve State Park in Guerneville. 
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Big Bottom Sawmill and processed millions of feet of redwood 

lumber, but Kate’s acreage wasn’t touched. Much later, 190 of 

Kate’s 440 acres wound up in the hands of family friend, Har-

rison M. LeBaron. When Kate died in 1898, her parcel passed 

to her sister Elizabeth (Lizzie). Eventually 400 acres became 

Armstrong Redwoods State Natural Reserve. The oldest tree in 

the reserve is dedicated to Colonel Armstrong.  

In March, 1901, William Ladd Jones married Elizabeth Arm-

strong, who had been his first wife Anne’s best friend. It was 

Lizzie’s first marriage at age 50. William and Lizzie made their 

home in the house James Armstrong had built in Guerneville, 

near Armstrong Woods, but they spent the winters in Clover-

dale. During their marriage, William and Lizzie chose a tree in 

the grove that they named the Parson Jones Tree, to honor Wil-

liam’s ministries. It is the tallest in the Reserve at over 310 feet 

and is approximately 1,300 years old. 

In 1908, William fell at his Guerneville home and was taken to 

Cloverdale, where he died November 18, 1908. He did not live 

to see the fulfilled efforts of his wife and the LeBaron family to 

preserve Armstrong Woods as public property. In 1917 the 

County of Sonoma passed an initiative to purchase the prop-

erty and operated it as a County Park for 17 years. The state   

 

acquired the property in 1934 and Armstrong Redwoods 

State Park opened in 1936. 

The final mystery was why the dried fish were in the PAC*SJ 

yard sale.  Board Member Sylvia Carroll realized that her 

husband, Arthur William Carroll, was called Billie as a child. 

Art Carroll confirmed that he brought in the fish for the sale 

but he didn’t remember the name of the relative who gave 

the package to him many years ago. With the Jones and Far-

rington families having so many offspring with similar 

names and the Carroll family also having many branches in 

Maine, tracing the lineage will take some time. � 
    

          Bibliography 
-Boston Daily Atlas, March 30, 1853. Transcribed by Lars Bruzelius 
Sjöhistoriska Samfundet | The Maritime History Virtual Archives/                       
The Boston Daily Atlas. Search.  Copyright © 1997 Lars Bruzelius. 
-http://finley.library.sonoma.edu/b16407714.htm  
-http://marinhistory.org/old/MHMSummer06Newsletter.pdf  
-http://www.marinij.com/general-news/20150731/marin-snapshot-roy-
farrington-jones-keeper-of-marins-history  
-https://minotmainehistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/minot-history/william-
ladd/ 
-https://minotmainehistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/mhs-home/the-elijah-
jones-house/ 
-http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/450/files/ArmstrongAustinFinalWeb  

Layout032615.pdf 

New PAC*SJ Board Member 

Meet Marilyn Messina, our newest member on the PAC*SJ Board of Directors for 2016. 

Marilyn is retired from Santa Clara University as an instructor, lecturer and Supervisor in 

the Graduate School of Education. Her areas of expertise  include 31 years of secondary 

education, world history, American government, art history, psychology and teacher 

education. 

 

 Marilyn is interested in and committed to serve in the ongoing efforts to protect and re-

store the cultural heritage of San Jose through the preservation of our official and unoffi-

cial landmarks. She has served on the San Jose Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) 

where her awareness and concern has increased for the rising challenges that face our 

most prized landmarks. She told PAC*SJ that our information provided to the HLC was 

“a vital source of support and information for the decision-making efforts of the HLC, 

hence the City of San Jose.”  

 

Marilyn resides and maintains a historic property in San Jose that meets both the Califor-

nia and City of San Jose landmark criteria.  

 

PAC*SJ welcomes Marilyn Messina to our Board!  � 

Flying Fish (Cont’d)  

Marilyn Messina 
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Notable Quotables 

“Always design a thing by considering it in its next larger context - a chair in a room,  

a room in a house, a house in an environment, an environment in a city plan.”    

- Eero Saarinen (1910-1962) Finnish American architect and  

   industrial designer, famous for his neofuturistic style. 
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Exploring San Jose City Landmarks  

HL92-65;  Letitia Building, 68-70 S. 

First Street. 
 

The Letitia building was built in 1889-90 and 

named after Martha Letitia Burnett Ryland, 

who was one of three beautiful daughters born 

to California’s first Governor, Peter H. Burnett, 

and Harriet Rogers Burnett.  Letitia married 

San Jose city councilman, Speaker of the As-

sembly, and judge, C. T. Ryland.  

 

The building, listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places, sits on the east side of South 

First Street between Santa Clara and San Fer-

nando Streets and was designed by Jacob Len-

zen & Son and built by Letitia’s husband, C. T. 

Ryland. 

 

The four story brick and stone structure served 

as a rooming house until 1922 and then was 

reconfigured for office and retail. The Roman-

esque Revival façade includes sandstone orna-

mentation and recessed Corinthian columns.  

Inside, a large atrium contains a skylight and 

balustrade galleries looking down to the spa-

cious entry. 

 

The restoration of 

the Letitia Building 

was completed in 

1999 by developer 

Barry Swenson 

Builder at a project 

cost of $12M.  Care 

was taken to restore 

and maintain the 

wood rail ings, 

crown moldings 

and light fixtures. 

The Hopkins and 

Carley law firm has 

occupied the build-

ing since 2000.  �  

Here is the next San Jose Landmark from the 

City list. Check previous Continuity issues for 

earlier landmark descriptions at 

www.preservation.org.  

 Above, Leticia Building on S. First Street. 

Below,  interior atrium and detail of woodwork. 
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It’s It’s It’s It’s 

About About About About 

Time!Time!Time!Time!    
    

 Bring  Bring  Bring  Bring 

Back Our Back Our Back Our Back Our 

Clock Clock Clock Clock 

TowerTowerTowerTower    
    

Birthplace of Birthplace of Birthplace of Birthplace of     

Silicon Valley Silicon Valley Silicon Valley Silicon Valley     
    

    

    

    

    

www. 

sjclocktower.org 

 

Congratulations 

PAC*SJ 

on 25 Years! 

 

Reuben & Diane Zarate 

(Retirees Extraordinaire) 
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PAC*SJ Membership Application   

 Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Membership Application 

Name(s)________________________________________ 

Telephone(s)________________________________ ___ 

Address________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 
 

Email _________________________________________ 

Members who do not provide email addresses cannot receive timely 

 notices of news, announcements and events. PAC*SJ will not   

   release your contact details to others without your consent.   

 

New Member________  Renewing Member_______

 Please circle the level at which you wish to join:  

   

   

  

   

Individual     $40 

Family     $55 

Non-profit or School     $25  

Contributor     $100 

Patron     $250 

Benefactor     $1,000 

Student or Senior (over 65)     $25 

Join at the $100 level or above and receive a special 

premium, Signposts Revisited, by Pat Loomis or the 

PAC*SJ’s 20th Anniversary DVD  

produced by Bill Foley   

Please check if you would like to receive  

a book or DVD   

Signposts Revisited   or  DVD          

or  both at the $250 level. 

   I am enclosing $___________ as an extra donation to   

 

   PAC*SJ for a total amount of $ ___________   

I am interested in working with the following  

volunteer opportunities (please circle): 

Advocacy     Programs/Education  

Fundraising    Events     

Membership    Board Member  

Newsletter    Public Relations 
   

Complete and return with your check to:  

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

  1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

Phone: (408)-998-8105         info@preservation.org                                                                         
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 1650 Senter Rd., San Jose, CA 95112-2599 

The Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

PAC*SJ) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation 

dedicated to preserving San Jose’s architectural 

heritage through education, advocacy and 

events. 

We believe that historic preservation is good for 

our quality of life, good for business, and good 

for the environment. We aim to integrate a 

strong commitment to historic preservation into 

the land use and development decisions of the 

City of San Jose that affect historic resources, as 

well as into the private decisions of property 

owners and developers. We try to bring owners 

and developers together to create historically 

sensitive projects that make economic sense.  

PAC*SJ 2015 Board    

 Staff: Brian Grayson, Executive Director 

NON-PROFIT  

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT 384 

SAN JOSE, CA 

André Luthard, President 

Patt Curia, Vice President—Fundraising 

Gayle Frank, Vice President—Advocacy 

Darryl Boyd, Treasurer 

Julia Howlett,  Secretary & Webmaster 

Sylvia Carroll 

 

 

Advisory Board 

Pat Colombe 

Shanna Desai 

Hugh Graham 

Josh Marcotte 

Sharon McCauley 

John Mitchell 

Bonnie Bamburg 

Marvin Bamburg, AIA 

Paul Bernal, Esquire 

Ken Fowler, CPA 

April Halberstadt 

Alan Hess 

Karita Hummer 

Rusty Lutz 

Franklin Maggi 

Craig Mineweaser, AIA 

Gil Sanchez, FAIA 

Keith Watt 

  Preservation Action Council of San Jose 

Or Current Resident 

Like Us On Facebook! 

                       Seasons Greetings!                                   Seasons Greetings!                                   Seasons Greetings!                                   Seasons Greetings!                


